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INTRODUCTION

The objective of this bibliography is to provide the researcher with a comprehensive guide to the South
African Jewish experience, as reflected in writings by and about South African Jews and Judaism.

Historical background

Although baptized Jews were included amongst the colonists of the Dutch East India Company, who arrived
at the Cape in 1652, it was not until the introduction of freedom of religion in 1803 when the Colony came
under the Batavian Republic and subsequently under the British occupation in 1806, that we hear of
practising Jews in the Cape Colony. The immigration of settlers from Great Britain in 1820, which included
Jews, increased their number, so that in 1841, the first synagogue service was held in Cape Town,
symbolizing the emergence of the Jewish community as an identifiable entity.

The present day community grew out of the waves of immigrants who were attracted to the discovery of
diamonds near Kimberley in 1867, and of gold in the Transvaal in 1886. These new immigrants included
English and German Jews, like Barney Barnato, Alfred Beit, David Harris, and Sammy Marks, who played
a prominent role in the early mining days. In the eighties and nineties this immigration was swelled by
Russian, Polish and Lithuanian Jews, fleeing the pogroms in Eastern Europe. These immigrants enriched
the community with Hebrew and Yiddish culture and Jewish nationalism.

Although an apostate Jew, Joseph Suasso de Lima, was one of the earliest historians of the Cape Colony.
The first chronicle by a South African Jew, is that of the explorer Nathaniel Isaacs, Travels and adventures
in Eastern Africa, with a sketch of Natal (1836). The Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1901, also provides us with
various chronicles by Jews who participated in the battles.

The part played by Jews is evident in the history and development of the Cape Colony, the Transvaal and
Orange River Republics, and Natal, in their merger into the Union of South Africa (1910) and into a Republic
(1962).

Modern South African Jewish historiography begins with the South African Jewish Year Book, 1929. Whilst
the early works by L. Herrman (1950), I. Abrahams (1955), and G. Saron and L. Hotz (1955), mainly
emphasize the contribution of the Jews to South Africa, recent years have seen the emergence of a more
critical and thematic approach in the works of Gideon Shimoni (1984), Milton Shain (1989, 1994), Richard
Mendelsohn (1991), and Mendel Kaplan and Marian Robertson (1991).

With the emergence of democratic rule in South Africa in April 1994, the part played by individual Jews in
the struggle against the Apartheid government is now being acknowledged. Various memoirs have been
published by Ruth First (1965), Ronald Segal (1967), Albie Sachs (1966, 1980), Hilda Bernstein (1967),
Norma Kitson (1986), Pauline Podbrey (1993), AnnMarie Wolpe (1994), Ronnie Kasrils (1994), Baruch
Hirson (1995), and Joe Slovo (1995). Too late for inclusion in this bibliography, Cutting through the
mountain: interviews with South African Jewish activists, edited by Immanuel Suttner (Viking, 1997),
explores the Jewish identity of 27 participants in the struggle for freedom. The other side of the coin, the
non-participation of the majority of the South African Jewish community, receives critical attention in Jewish
Affairs 52(1),1997. However the definitive history of the Jewish participation in the struggle for freedom, still
remains to be written.

Inner life
The inner life of the immigrants, is reflected in the memories of their former homes in Eastern Europe, and
in the experiences of the victims of the Holocaust in Nazi Germany.

The bibliography traces the creation of the infrastructure of Jewish community life in the synagogues, the
South African Jewish Board of Deputies with its myriad of welfare organisations, and the network of Jewish
afternoon and Day Schools. Finally Zionism must be regarded as the formative element and inspiration for
the strength and cohesiveness of Jewish identity in South Africa. The activities of the Zionist Movement in



South Africa, and the contribution of South Africans, who have made aliyah, to the State of Israel, both
receive attention.

Demography, social attitudes of Jews and towards Jews, Jewish interrelationships with other language and
racial groups, as well as South Africa’s relations with the State of Israel are all recorded. The considerable
contribution of South African Jews to politics, economics, the law, science, literature, fine art, theatre, music,
opera, dance and sport is extensively documented.

Literature
The quality of South African Jewish life is reflected in the fiction, drama, poetry, and humour in English,
Afrikaans, Yiddish, and Hebrew.

English literature

Jewish South Africans are included amongst South Africa's foremost writers of fiction. However Sarah
Gertrude Millin, the pioneer of South African fiction in the 1920's, and the 1991 Nobel prize winner, Nadine
Gordimer, hardly touch on the Jewish experience in South Africa, although Jewishness is evident in some
of Gordimer's early stories, The Defeated and A Watcher by the Dead, and in her first novel, The Lying
Days. The South African Jewish authors do not differ from their non-Jewish counterparts, focusing
predominantly on South Africa's painful racial problems.

Lionel Abrahams (1984) ranks Dan Jacobson and Jillian Becker, both non-resident South Africans, along
with Gordimer, amongst South Africa’'s leading exponents of fiction. Jewish themes are more prevalent in
Jacobson's work. His novel, The Beginners (1966), the most important book on a Jewish theme,
encapsulates several decades in the life of a South African Jewish family. Other authors revealing varying
degrees of Jewishness in their writings include amongst others, Lionel Abrahams, Victor Barwin, Shirley
Eskapa, Bertha Goudvis, Annette Joelson, Arthur Markowitz, Rose Moss, Albert Segal, and Rose Zwi.

Ruth Miller and Sydney Clouts rank amongst the leading South African poets, but their Jewishness is not
reflected in their poetry. Jewish themes appear occasionally in most of the works of other Jewish poets.

Afrikaans literature

Although two baptized Dutch Jews, the brothers Jan and Frans Cachet, were among the fathers of
Afrikaans literature, Jews have made little contribution to Afrikaans. The exceptions are the poets, Sarah
Goldblatt, the literary secretary of the great Afrikaans writer, Senator J. Langenhoven; Olga Kirsch, who
produced a number of volumes of poetry before her emigration to Israel; and the immigrant poet, Peter
Blum. Moses Romm translated the daily prayerbook into Afrikaans (1951) and Roman B. Egert translated
the Haggadah (1968).

Yiddish literature

The first full-length Yiddish book to be printed in South Africa, Sefer Zikhroynes (1916), was written and
published by Nehemiah Dov Baer Hoffman, who brought the first Hebrew-Yiddish typeface to Cape Town
in 1890. Jacob Mordekhai Sherman published the first Yiddish novel, In Land fun Gold un Zonsheyn (1956).
Yiddish fiction depicts the Jewish immigrant experience in the isolated farming communities, the
relationships between Afrikaner and Jew, black and white, and the problem of intermarriage. Other Yiddish
fiction writers of note, include Richard Feldman, Nehemiah Levinsky, and the humorist Hersh Shishler. Leibl
Feldman wrote historical works on the Jews in South Africa, Johannesburg and Oudtshoorn and on the
Indians in South Africa. Joseph Sherman (1984), cites David Fram and Michael Ben-Moshe as the finest
Yiddish poets in South Africa.

Hebrew literature

The quantity of Hebrew literature produced by South Africans is extremely limited and South Africans have
not generally made a lasting contribution to Hebrew literature. The exception is Rabbi J.L. Landau who
immigrated to the Transvaal in 1903. Although his major contribution of five Hebrew plays, and a book of
poems, were written in Galicia, his country of birth, he continued to publish Hebrew plays, poems and a
biographical work in South Africa, and is acknowledged as one of the fathers of the modern Hebrew drama.



His Short lectures on modern Hebrew literature from M. H. Luzzatto to S. D. Luzzatto (Johannesburg, 1923),
is cited by modern historians of Hebrew literature.

Scope
The bibliography draws on a wide base of information. Four existing Jewish bibliographies were used as
source material. These are:

1. Poliva, J.A. [1961] A short history of the Jewish Press and literature of South Africa from its earliest days
until the present time. Vereeniging, Transvaal: [s.n.].

2. Beinash, J. 1965 Books and pamphlets by South African Jewish writers, 1940-1962. Johannesburg:
University of the Witwatersrand, Department of Bibliography, Librarianship and Typography.

3. Stein, F. 1971 A list of South African Jewish publications. Johannesburg: South African Jewish Board of
Deputies Library.

4. Musiker, R. 1984 Annotated bibliography. In: Arkin, M. ed. 1984 South African Jewry. Cape Town: Oxford
University Press.

Articles by E. Bernstein (1948), L. Abrahams (1984), J. Sherman (1984), M.P. Grosman's Doctoral thesis
(1973), and Marcia Leveson's People of the book: images of the Jew in South African fiction, 1880-1992
(1996), were also consulted. The bibliographies and articles were then expanded and updated by the on-
line catalogues of the South African Bibliographic Network - SABINET, the On-line Public Access Catalogue
of U.C.T. Libraries, the catalogues of the Gitlin Library of the Western Province Zionist Council, the South
African Library, and the Library of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies in Johannesburg.

The South African periodical, Jewish Affairs, Vols 1-51, 1946-1996, the Afrikaans periodical Buurman,
1970-1984, and the Israeli journal The Jerusalem Report, from Vol. 1(41), 1991, were indexed for articles
pertaining to the South African Jewish experience. The earlier run of Jewish Affairs, 1941-1946, before it
took on its present day format, is not included. Chapters and articles pertaining to South African Jewry, in
general books and periodicals, are included. The bibliography also incorporates Honours, Masters and
Doctoral dissertations.

For the first time in South African Jewish bibliography, references to book reviews are included in its scope.
Because of its size, the bibliography has not been annotated, except for the occasional brief comment.
Periodical and serial publications are not included. The bibliography includes an author and subject index.

Arrangement

The bibliography is divided into two sections: I. South African Jewry, which covers the history and
description of South African Jewry as an ethnic group in a multi-racial and multi-cultural society. Il. Literature
by South Africans of Jewish origin, which includes fiction, poetry, drama, humour and essays by South
African Jewish writers.

An innovation in the arrangement of this bibliograhy is the incorporation of biography within the subject
divisions. Thus, for example, a biography of a communal leader will be included in the section on Communal
organisation and the biography of a musician will be found in the section on Music, opera and dance. Where
a person is involved in more than one sphere of activity, the author and subject index can always be
consulted.

When a book has appeared in a number of editions, in most cases, only one edition is listed. The duplication
of records has been avoided where possible. When a record is repeated, only the first entry is numbered,
the second entry is marked with an asterisk.

Bibliographic style
As the bibliography incorporates citations from different bibliographic sources, bibliographic completeness
and style may vary. Where possible an attempt has beeen made to standardize entries according to Anglo-



American Cataloguing Rules. Transliteration also varies with the origin of the records. It follows either the
system of the Encyclopaedia Judaica (1972) or that of the Library of Congress, unless the record has been
copied and the actual book was not examined. The location and spelling of the towns and villages in
Lithuania, Latvia and Poland were standardized according to the Encyclopaedia Judaica (1972) and
according to Schoenburg and Schoenburg's Lithuanian Jewish communities (1991).

Personal names of authors, editors or translators are listed with initials only. However where a person is
the subject of an entry, first names are also provided. For this reason names in the index may appear twice,
with initials only for author entries, and again with first names for subject entries. Where the person is both
author and subject, as in the case of an autobiography, the name will only be listed once as a subject entry
to avoid unnecessary duplication.

Definition of a South African Jew

The definition of a Jew includes being born of a Jewish mother, or of having been converted to Judaism.
The definition of a South African has been allowed a wide interpretation. It includes the many South Africans
such as the novelist, Dan Jacobson, educated in South Africa but no longer resident.
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