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Mandisa Mbali is a Senior Lecturer 
in Historical Studies at UCT.  Her 

main research interest is in health 
policy and activism, considered 

historically, as interrelated 
phenomena, both transnationally 

and within South Africa. Dr Mbali has 
explored this theme in book 

chapters and journal articles on 
AIDS activism and policies, health, 

gender and sexuality and the politics 
of race and ethics in international 
health.  In 2013 she published her 

scholarly monograph South African 
AIDS Activism and Global Health 

Politics with Palgrave Macmillan as 
part of their Global Ethics series.  

More recently, her work has turned 
to historically contextualising the 

public health politics of COVID-19 in 
relation to the history of AIDS. 
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