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Acting director’s report 

Lockdowns in response to the COVID-19 pandemic hit the Institute hard. The University of 

Cape Town closed physically in March 2020. Many foreign students were sent back to their 

home countries. The university remained largely shut through the whole of 2020 and 2021. 

Most researchers and administrators worked from home. Seminars were replaced by webinars. 

We all missed the everyday interactions that are integral to sustaining an intellectual 

community. Travel and fieldwork were difficult for long periods. It became much harder to 

raise new funds.  

One major event that unfortunately had to be postponed was the launch of a new initiative 

falling under the Institute. Associate Professor Ndangwa Noyoo established the Zola Skweyiya 

African Social Policy Innovation initiative, named after Zola Skweyiya, whose career included 

ten successful years as Minister of Social Development in South Africa. The launch of the 

initiative – and the accompanying conference focusing on the life and work of Zola Skweyiya 

– had to be postponed to 2022. 

The Institute remained active despite these challenges. In 2020-21 the Institute’s researchers 

published 2 books, 28 book chapters, 29 peer-reviewed journal articles and 24 Working Papers 

or Policy Papers (see pages 13-14), as well as numerous articles in the media and other shorter 

pieces. We have now launched our own Working Paper series. We have assisted Afrobarometer 

to complete its round 8 interviews and commence its round 9 interviews across Africa (see 

pages 3-4). We have held well-attended webinars and online workshops and conferences (see 

page 12). We have collaborated in pioneering research on political parties and elections (see 

pages 5-6), including in Zambia (see pages 7-8). 

Some of our work pivoted to focus on the impact of and responses to COVID. Ndangwa Noyoo 

co-edited a volume on The Coronavirus Crisis and Challenges to Social Development. Lena 

Gronbach and I analysed social protection reforms in Southern Africa and I coauthored a series 

of pieces in the media on South Africa’s slow vaccination rollout. 

Rebuilding an intellectual community 
Prior to COVID-19 we had a busy schedule of workshops and seminars that contributed to a 

healthy intellectual community. Our workshops brought together researchers from across the 

region and further afield. Our fortnightly lunchtime seminars provided opportunities primarily 

for the presentation of work-in-progress by our own researchers.  

COVID-19 disrupted all of this activity.  

In 2021 we resumed a busy programme of regular webinars and online or hybrid workshops 

(see page 12). Matthias Kronke and Sishuwa Sishuwa organized a series of monthly webinars 

on the theme of democracy in Southern Africa. These were so well-attended that we reached 

the limit of 100 participants on our zoom license and some people were then unable to join the 

webinar. We also resumed lunchtime webinars. We collaborated in a series of three hybrid 

workshops on the Zambian elections (see pages 7-8). We held a series of webinars on recent 

research on social policy and two dedicated workshops on attitudes and beliefs around social 

protection. 

In addition, Ndangwa Noyoo organized a series of online events with the Oliver and Adelaide 

Tambo Foundation on the theme of ‘the unfinished business of liberation’. We also collaborated 

with UCT’s Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance and the South African Institute of 

International Affairs over specific events. 

https://books.google.co.za/books/about/The_Coronavirus_Crisis_and_Challenges_to.html?id=l8CKzgEACAAJ&source=kp_book_description&redir_esc=y
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uct.ac.za/doi/full/10.1177/14680181211013725
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Administration 

Associate Professor John Akokpari continued as Director through 2020. John left for a well-

earned sabbatical at the beginning of 2021 and I took over as Acting Director, pending the 

appointment of a new Director. The appointment process stalled under lockdown, however. In 

the midst of transition from John to myself, we failed to publish an annual report for 2020. This 

report therefore covers both 2020 and 2021. 

Our administrator, Becky Maughan-Brown, ‘moved’ in 2020 to our parent institute, the Centre 

for Social Science Research (CSSR). For the rest of 2020 the Institute was administered part-

time by Lameez Mota, who was employed primarily by the Safety and Violence Initiative 

(within the CSSR). Lameez left UCT in 2021. Dumi Hlwele, who provided general 

administrative support for the Institute and the CSSR, also moved elsewhere in the university 

in mid-2021. Our finance officer (shared with the CSSR), Nicci Scheepers, stepped up to the 

plate in 2021, taking on additional responsibilities (especially with regard to Afrobarometer), 

with strong support from Becky (Maughan-Brown). Other CSSR administrative staff – 

especially Diane Ocholla (webinars) and Amanda Swartz – helped out with specific activities. 

We are grateful to all of Becky, Lameez, Nicci, Diane and Amanda for their sterling work. 

Challenges 
The major challenge facing the Institute is the dearth of ‘Africanist’ scholars at UCT, where 

‘Africanist’ is understood as referring to scholars whose research concerns Africa beyond South 

Africa’s borders. UCT has strong capacity in many disciplines in the study of South Africa but 

capacity in the rest of Africa is generally limited. 

This reflects in part the combination of the parochialism of most South African researchers and 

UCT’s commitment to employing more (black) South Africans and fewer scholars from 

elsewhere, under the university’s ‘employment equity’ policy. Very few junior South African 

researchers have any experience outside of South Africa. Of the few who do, some are snapped 

up by North American or European universities. We are fortunate to have two junior scholars 

with strong comparative interests: Dr Elias Phaahla (whose PhD – hopefully to be published in 

2022 – focused on Mauritius) and Ms Alecia Ndlovu (who hopefully will complete her PhD, 

which examines the politics of mineral policy in several African countries, in 2022).  

Most senior ‘Africanist’ scholars at UCT come from outside of South Africa. I myself am 

British. John Akokpari is Ghanaian. Ndangwa Noyoo is Zambian. We were delighted when, at 

the end of 2021, the university announced that both John and Ndangwa were to be promoted ad 

hominem to full professors. Congratulations to both of them! If research into democracy across 

Africa is to expand, however, then the university 

needs to relax its restrictions on employing 

scholars from outside South Africa. In the 

meantime, it is imperative for us to have a solid 

cohort of post-doctoral and junior research fellows. 

 

Jeremy Seekings (Acting Director)  
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Afrobarometer 
The Institute accommodates activities for several arms of the 

Afrobarometer (AB) operation, supporting AB’s Africa-wide 

surveys of public opinion. In 2021 AB completed its eighth 

round of surveys and began its ninth round – carrying forward a 

project that began in 1999. 

The Institute accommodates part of the AB ‘Survey Unit’ that oversees AB surveys across 

Africa. The Director of Surveys, Dr Boni Dulani is based in Malawi but falls under the UCT 

umbrella as a collaborator. Boni oversees the four regional survey managers responsible for 

East Africa, Anglophone West Africa, Francophone West Africa and Southern Africa 

respectively. In early 2021, Anyway Chingwete joined the Institute as AB’s Deputy-director of 

surveys. 

The Institute also accommodates the AB Data Management 

Unit, headed by Jamy Felton (pictured alongside). Jamy 

oversees a team of part-time assistants and interns in the 

Institute as well as four full-time staff based in Uganda, Kenya, 

Tunisia and Ghana. The Institute-based assistants and interns 

are either post-doctoral researchers (Dr Hangala Siachiwena) 

or PhD students (Thomas Isbell, Martin Oswald, Matthias 

Kronke, Vayda Megannon and Winnie Arthur).  

The completion of round 8 of AB surveys was delayed by the COVID pandemic and ensuing 

lockdowns. Seven surveys were completed in early 2020 prior to lockdowns, after eleven 

surveys had been completed in 2019. This left seventeen of the scheduled thirty-five round 8 

surveys outstanding when AB suspended fieldwork in early 2020. Round 8 fieldwork resumed 

in October 2020, with surveys completed in five countries by the end of 2020 and the last of 

the outstanding surveys completed in July 2021. The survey in Madagascar was cancelled after 

the COVID-related death of the head of the local partner organisation. In addition, an extra pre-

election survey was fielded in Uganda in December 2020 and a telephonic survey was piloted 

in Namibia. Data collection was followed by cleaning, the preparation of codebooks and other 

documents, and the merging of data into a pooled, 35-country dataset. The merged dataset 

became available for internal usage in October 2021 and is scheduled for public release in July 

2022 (one year after the final survey was conducted, according to AB protocol). 

At the same time, preparations proceeded for 

round 9. The round 9 questionnaire was 

workshopped in mid-2021, new modules were 

piloted in two countries in September and the first 

surveys went into the field in October and 

November. By the end of 2021, fieldwork had been 

completed in four countries and training and 

fieldwork begun in four more. The upsurge of 

COVID at the end of 2021 delayed fieldwork in 

several other countries until 2022. The target for round 9 is a total of 41 surveys to be completed 

by September 2022. This total would include three countries that had never been surveyed 

previously (Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Seychelles) and four that had not been included in 

round 8 (Algeria, Madagascar, Sao Tome e Principe and Burundi). The possibility of 

conducting a survey in Rwanda is also being investigated. 

R9 Pilot survey in 

Namibia. Interview 
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Most of AB’s capacity-building activities are also run through the Institute. The COVID 

pandemic and lockdowns prevented the Institute running scheduled residential Summer 

Schools in both 2020 and 2021. In lieu of the Summer School, the Institute ran a series of online 

workshops, taught and administered by Associate Professor Rajen Govender and Thomas Isbell 

(with some guest lecturers). Workshops were run in July 2020, November/December 2020 

(focused on media), March/April/May 2021 (focused on COVID) and May/June (focused on 

conflict, violence and governance). Rajen and Thomas also ran workshops for the World Bank 

over two weekends in February followed by an extended programme in November/December 

2021.  

Our participation in Afrobarometer is motivated by the objective of promoting scholarship 

through the critical analysis of data. Institute researchers are active in the analysis of AB data. 

Jeremy Seekings used AB data to analyse voting behaviour in Zambia. He and Hangala 

Siachiwena analysed more recent data (collected in December 2020) to assess trends in political 

support in the run-up to Zambia’s elections (August 2021). This was widely reported in the 

Zambian media (including on the front page of The Mast, 11th July) and was published as a 

Working Paper. Boni Dulani and Anyway Chingwete published a piece on public opinion in 

Zimbabwe around the 2018 elections. Boni also coauthored work using AB data on attitudes 

toward same-sex relationships and political leadership. Matthias Kronke used AB data for a 

Working Paper and then book chapter on political partisan identification among African voters 

(coauthored with Bob Mattes), as well as for coauthored articles on how electoral systems affect 

citizens’ efforts to hold governments to account and political parties ‘presence’ at the local 

level. Thomas Isbell submitted his PhD, in which he used AB data from across Africa to 

understand the consequences of inequality for political behaviour; several draft chapters had 

already been published as Working Papers. Jeremy Seekings convened a session on the critical 

analysis of AB data at the online African Studies Association annual conference in November; 

Thomas Isbell participated in this session. Jeremy also assisted with an ASA conference panel 

convened by Carolyn Logan on the future of AB.  

R9 Fieldwork training in Nigeria 

R9 Pilot survey 
in Namibia. 

Fieldwork Team 

R9 Data 

Management. 

Pilot Feedback 

in Namibia 

https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004430440/BP000006.xml
file:///C:/Users/Bridgit/Documents/UCT/X09ReportsIn2022/IDCPPA/webcms.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/433/IDCPPA.WP27SeekingsSiachiwena.pdf
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=eAJHEAAAQBAJ&pg=PT189&lpg=PT189&dq=role+of+public+opinion-Anyway+Chingwete&source=bl&ots=iIH4lD2b2c&sig=ACfU3U2kWC9bQmbAcxk9woCXCFUrdmepqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqtd3cssL0AhVPiFwKHdaBAYoQ6AF6BAgfEAM#v=onepage&q=role%20of%20public%20opinion-Anyway%20Chingwete&f=false
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.1787
https://brill.com/view/journals/tare/46/2/article-p275_1.xml
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/449
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13510347.2020.1840556?journalCode=fdem20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13510347.2020.1840556?journalCode=fdem20
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/13540688211008352?casa_token=-7zoDlrEmiYAAAAA%3AAqO3v444uIOmK5rQVIjsZBr3MwM8tqSOONFSHU_SaoMndN2xZBRJi8ck13Y2ToXOCF0R0246VppPkg
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/13540688211008352?casa_token=-7zoDlrEmiYAAAAA%3AAqO3v444uIOmK5rQVIjsZBr3MwM8tqSOONFSHU_SaoMndN2xZBRJi8ck13Y2ToXOCF0R0246VppPkg
http://www.idcppa.uct.ac.za/pubs/wps
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Political Parties in Africa 
Political parties play crucial roles in mediating between citizens and the state. The Institute’s 

Political Parties in Africa project has grown into the most important cross-national research 

initiative on parties in Africa within or outside the continent. This has been largely the result of 

the effort and energy invested by Sarah Lockwood and Matthias Krönke (both pictured below).  

 

COVID meant that our workshops had to go online: In January/February 2021 we held a four-

afternoon online workshop, with almost twenty presentations from scholars from North 

America, Europe and Japan as well as Africa. The format allowed us to bring together junior 

and senior scholars and engage for several days about issues such as party building and decay, 

candidate selection, campaign mobilization, voting and intra-party democracy. Following 

positive feedback, a further four-afternoon online workshop is scheduled for February and 

March 2022. 

Over the past two years, we organized or collaborated in panels on political parties at a series 

of international conferences. In 2020, we collaborated with the Political Parties Database Team 

and organised a panel on “Party Membership” in a global comparative perspective, as well as 

a second panel on “Political Parties in Africa” at the Annual Meeting of the American Political 

Science Association. For the 2021 Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association (US), 

we brought together several of the scholars from our 2021 Virtual Conference and the PPA 

network to present their work across two panels on “Party Building and Decay” and “Parties, 

Elections, and Mobilization”.
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Some of the papers presented at the original (pre-COVID) PPA conference were published as 

a symposium in Party Politics on “Party Structures and Organization Building in Africa”. The 

five papers – by scholars from the PPA network, including researchers based in South Africa, 

Tanzania, United Kingdom, and the United States - contribute to our understanding of how 

parties in Africa operate. These included an article by Matthias, Sarah and Bob Mattes on 

measuring parties’ local presence across Africa, using data from Afrobarometer. 

 

 

Data-collection has proceeded within the constraints of the lockdown. Afrobarometer round 8 

included new questions on political parties. Through collaborations with the Political Parties 

Database (PPDB) and scholars across the continent, we completed data collection for a global 

data set on the formal rules of political parties. As the regional partner for Africa, we contributed 

information for 35 parties across 17 countries to this dataset. Additionally, we also developed 

new institutional linkages. Following an initial consultation period, we began a new 

collaboration with Professor Herbert Kitschelt’s Democratic Accountability and Linkages 

Project (DALP), based at Duke University in the USA. DALP entails expert assessments of 

party-citizen linkages, with a particular focus on clientelist relations. Data collection for this 

expert-survey will begin in early 2022 with two pilot studies in Zambia and Lesotho. Taken 

together, we anticipate that the data collected with the PPDB and DALP will improve our 

understanding of African political parties in a global context.  

One of the key characteristics of political parties in Africa is their very uneven 

institutionalization. Whilst parties have enduring ‘brands’, support bases and structures in some 

African countries, in other countries politicians readily move between parties. Our research 

programme is therefore concerned also with local politicians, the choices they make with 

respect to competing for selection as the official candidate of one or other party, and the 

personalized structures, organization and resources they bring or take with them. We applied 

unsuccessfully to the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA) for a large grant to 

fund data collection and online dissemination on candidates for election in four African 

countries. We shall be revising and resubmitting this application prior to the batch of elections 

scheduled for 2023-24.  
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Zambian Politics 
The Institute has developed a strong interest in Zambian politics, primarily because of the 

presence of a series of excellent Zambian PhD students and post-doctoral researchers. Our 

interest in Zambia focused primarily on contemporary politics, public policy and (especially) 

the elections held in August 2021. The Institute co-convened the Zambia Election Research 

Network (ZERN), which brought together scholars in Zambia, elsewhere in Southern Africa 

and further afield in Europe, North America and even East Asia.  ZERN grew out of a network 

that had analysed the 2016 elections. Three Institute researchers (Hangala Siachiwena, Sishuwa 

Sishuwa and Jeremy Seekings) contributed chapters to an edited collection on Democracy and 

Electoral Politics in Zambia (published in 2020). In 2020-21, ZERN held two pre-election 

workshops (in December 2020 and May 2021) and a post-election workshop (in October 2021). 

Some of the analysis presented 

at ZERN workshops are to be 

included in a prospective special 

issue of the Journal of Eastern 

African Studies on Zambia’s 

2021 election, guest-edited by 

Hangala Siachiwena and 

Sishuwa Sishuwa – both post-

doctoral research fellows in the 

Institute – together with 

Dr Nicole Beardsworth from the 

University of the Witwatersrand. 

Jeremy Seekings with interviewee 

outside a Zambian parliamentary 

constituency office, October 2021. 

 

After completing his PhD in 2020, Hangala 

Siachiwena (pictured alongside) took up a post-

doctoral position. His PhD research focused on the 

consequences of changes of government for the 

reform of social protection policy in Zambia and 

Malawi. Hangala published two further Working 

Papers based on his PhD and revised his work for 

submission to journals. Hangala’s work on the 

2021 election included a general analysis 

(published in the Journal of African Elections) and 

a closer analysis of voting in urban areas. Together 

with Jeremy Seekings, he published an analysis of 

data on voting trends from the December 2020 

Afrobarometer survey in Zambia, showing clearly 

that President Lungu and the Patriotic Front had 

lost support in key provinces and were likely to be 

defeated. Hangala presented papers at the online 

American Political Science Association and UK 

Development Studies Association annual conferences, as well as at IDCPPA and ZERN 

workshops and seminars. 
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Hangala, Matthias Krönke and Jeremy Seekings were all involved in the Zambia Election 

Panel Study (ZEPS), a three-wave pre- and post-election telephonic panel study conducted in 

partnership with the University of Gothenburg in Sweden. The first wave of data (collected in 

June 2021 and presented to a select audience just prior to the August election) showed clearly 

that Lungu and the PF had continued to lose support. Hangala was also involved in a mini-

survey in four constituencies with funding from the British Institute in Eastern Africa (BIEA). 

This survey focused on the political behaviour of urban informal sector workers. 

Sishuwa Sishuwa’s time in the Institute, as a post-doctoral research fellow on leave from the 

University of Zambia (UNZA), continued to be productive and eventful. His scholarship 

focuses primarily on the political history of Zambia since Independence. He has been revising 

his PhD (on Michael Sata, who became president in 2011 then died three years later) for 

publication as a book-length study of ethnic populism in Africa. Several chapters have been 

published as journal articles. Sishuwa also coauthored an article (with Nic Cheeseman) on 

democracy in Africa (part of 

which was summarised in The 

Conversation). A new project 

examines the sometimes-

surprising sources of democratic 

resilience in Zambia. An article 

on the role of the military in the 

debate over presidential terms in 

2000-01 was published and new 

work on the prehistory of the 

smooth turnover following the 

2021 election was presented at 

workshops. 

Sishuwa Sishuwa meeting with UK's 

High Commissioner to Zambia, 

Nicholas Woolley 

Sishuwa has also been a prolific commentator on Zambian politics, writing a series of articles 

in the media that were critical of the Zambian government. Sishuwa incurred the wrath of 

Zambia’s despotic regime after one of his critical pieces was published in March and Sishuwa 

participated in a legal challenge to President Lungu’s standing again as the ruling party’s 

candidate in the presidential elections. It was reported that Sishuwa was to be charged with 

sedition. UNZA succumbed to pressure from the ruling party and disassociated itself from its 

employee. In response, academics from Southern Africa and further afield wrote an open letter 

in defense of Sishuwa. They pointed out that Sishuwa did not incite popular rebellion (as the 

term ‘sedition’ implies) but rather examined the underlying causes of societal tension in order 

to reduce the prospect of violence. In their open letter, the academics declared that they believed 

that it was ‘both his right and his patriotic duty to bring such concerns into the public eye’. The 

director of the Institute also published a piece in the Daily Maverick in support of Sishuwa. The 

defeat of the incumbent president and party in the election (in August) removed the threat of 

prosecution.  

As Sishuwa soon made clear, he was willing to praise the new government when he assessed 

that praise was deserved but was also willing to criticize it for its mis-steps. In early December, 

he published a piece assessing newly-elected President Hakainde Hichilema’s first one hundred 

days in office. In November, Sishuwa, Jeremy Seekings and Mundia Kabinga (from UCT’s 

Graduate School of Business) comprised a panel for a hybrid seminar/webinar on Zambia under 

the new government.  

https://theconversation.com/africans-want-consensual-democracy-why-is-that-reality-so-hard-to-accept-164010
https://theconversation.com/africans-want-consensual-democracy-why-is-that-reality-so-hard-to-accept-164010
https://mg.co.za/africa/2021-03-22-zambia-may-burn-after-the-august-elections-heres-how-to-prevent-this/
https://africanarguments.org/2021/04/irony-and-panic-as-zambias-authoritarianism-turns-to-intellectuals/
https://www.lusakatimes.com/2021/04/29/unza-dissociates-itself-from-dr-sishuwas-article/
https://www.unza.zm/people/school-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/department-of-history/dr-sishuwa-sishuwa
https://www.unza.zm/people/school-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/department-of-history/dr-sishuwa-sishuwa
https://mg.co.za/africa/2021-04-30-international-academics-reject-sedition-charge-against-zambias-dr-sishuwa/
https://mg.co.za/africa/2021-04-30-international-academics-reject-sedition-charge-against-zambias-dr-sishuwa/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2021-05-04-in-defence-of-zambian-academic-sishuwa-sishuwa-and-the-social-responsibility-of-intellectuals/
https://africanarguments.org/2021/12/the-good-the-bad-and-the-alarming-hichilemas-first-100-days-in-zambia/
https://africanarguments.org/2021/12/the-good-the-bad-and-the-alarming-hichilemas-first-100-days-in-zambia/
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Public policy 
The Institute has a global reputation for its work on aspects of public policy, especially social 

policy. Our work builds on a substantial research programme funded by the UK Department 

for International Development in the 2010s, with pioneering research on social protection 

policy undertaken in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Ghana, Malawi, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana, 

Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Mauritius, Lesotho and South Africa. We continue to attract a steady 

stream of PhD students working on social protection in the region. 

Our work expanded significantly in 2020-21. 

We are excited to host the new Zola 

Skweyiya African Social Policy Innovation, 

headed by Associate Professor Ndangwa 

Noyoo (from the Department of Social 

Development). The Initiative consolidates 

and extends our work on social policy. It is 

named after the late Zola Skweyiya, who was 

South Africa’s highly-regarded Minister of 

Social Development from 1999 to 2009.  The 

new initiative is intended to grow into a 

research and policy analysis unit premised on the understanding that the attainment of social 

development, social inclusion and equality, in South Africa and Africa, can be realised through 

the development and implementation of transformative social policies that are evidence-based 

and anchored in indigenous knowledge and informed by Afrocentric theoretical frameworks 

and models of development. This stance partly mirrors the strategic thinking and passion which 

Skweyiya brought to his work. ZSASPI seeks to respond to the transformation and social policy 

imperatives of South Africa, Southern Africa, Africa and the 

Global South, via academic and policy-based pursuits, and 

community-based initiatives. The initiative was due to be 

launched at a conference on 

Skweyiya’s legacy, scheduled 

for late 2020, but unfortunately 

postponed because of COVID-

19. We did hold an online launch 

for Ndangwa Noyoo’s edited 

volume on Social Welfare and 

Social Work in Southern Africa 

(Stellenbosch University Press). 

The launch of ZSASPI is 

scheduled for April 2022. 
 

Associate Professor Ndangwa Noyoo 

Whilst much of our work hitherto has been on policy-making, we have recently turned our 

attention to policy-implementation. We had planned a workshop for mid-2020, but this had to 

be postponed. The workshop will incorporate research into the implementation of social 

protection reforms in response to COVID-19, which has been the focus of much of our research 

over the past year. We are also engaged in a project on states, citizens and social protection in 

Africa, examining the ways in which social protection both reflects and reframes state-citizen 

relations. 
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One of our PhD students, Lena Gronbach, has worked extensively on the implementation of 

social protection measures under the COVID-19 pandemic. Lena conducted extensive research 

for the International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG) on emergency measures 

across Africa. Her own thesis examines variation in the use of mobile money payment 

technologies across Africa: Whilst some countries are deeply invested in mobile money 

payments, others – including South Africa – have been resistant. 

Another expanding area of research are norms and values around social protection. The 

importance of norms and values was evident in prior research. PhD student Winnie Arthur is 

using mixed methods to examine norms, values and beliefs among both elites and non-elites in 

Botswana. PhD student Giorgia Nicolo is examining aspects of norms and beliefs in the South 

African case. In his research in Zambia and Malawi, Hangala Siachiwena has sought to identify 

the significance of norms and values in shaping parties’ approaches to social protection. He is 

currently planning to interview MPs from the United Party for National Development, which 

won the August 2021 elections in Zambia. Jeremy Seekings is continuing to examine the role 

of norms and values in the negotiations – and contestation – between international organisations 

and national political actors over social protection. 

We have also and will continue to conduct research into some other areas of public policy, 

especially with respect to development and the labour market. For example, we have recently 

completed a major project for the Carnegie Foundation for Peace (in the USA) on the 

governance of economic development in Zambia. 

 

Regional and international politics 
Democracy in individual countries is shaped by external as well as domestic political actors. 

The African Union and Southern African Development Community have, on occasion, 

intervened in political crises. Governments and parties also influence politics in other countries. 

International organisations play a major role in policy-making and implementation across much 

of Africa, as is evident in our research on public policy. 

Primrose Bimha (pictured alongside) submitted her 

PhD thesis – on the efforts of the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) and South Africa 

to resolve post-election conflicts in Lesotho and 

Zimbabwe – and took up a post-doctoral research 

fellowship in the Institute in April. In her thesis, 

Primrose argued that external mediators facilitated 

peace agreements but failed to ensure their 

implementation. After presenting a webinar on 

SADC’s responses to successive electoral crises in 

Zimbabwe, Primrose embarked on further research, 

with the aim not only of publishing her analysis but 

also of writing recommendations for the Zimbabwe 

Electoral Commission (ZEC) ahead of Zimbabwe’s 

next elections (scheduled for 2023). Primrose’s next 

challenge is to revise her thesis for publication as journal articles or a book. She is also working 

with John Akokpari (her PhD supervisor) on the socioeconomic challenges faced by African 

Union (AU) member states. Primrose published an article in 2021 on the under-representation 

of women in leadership positions in foreign policy in Africa. 
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Sikanyiso Masuku (pictured alongside) has 

been a post-doctoral researcher in the Institute 

since 2019. Although his intended research 

during 2020-21 was constrained by COVID, 

Sikanyiso published a steady stream of papers, 

including papers based on his PhD research on 

the experiences of refugees from other African 

countries in South Africa. His general concern 

is with the constraints on migrants’ access to 

economic opportunities and public services, 

and the ways in which migrants exercise 

agency in response. There is often a wide gap 

between the formal rights that forced migrants 

supposedly enjoy and the benefits and 

opportunities that they can access in practice.  

Building on his PhD research, Sikanyiso has begun to analyse the experiences in South Africa 

of skilled migrants from other African countries, focusing on migrants in the health, teaching, 

engineering, and academic sectors. Data collection began in Gauteng and will continue in 

KwaZulu-Natal and Cape Town. Sikanyiso published some preliminary analysis as a co-

authored book chapter. 

Sikanyiso has several other ongoing research projects in Zimbabwe, in collaboration with 

Zimbabwean colleagues. These focus on Zimbabwe’s non-contributory social assistance 

programs during the pandemic as well as policy with regard to rural youth. 

Chris Saunders continued to write about the history of liberation across Southern Africa, 

including studies of Southern African participation in the Non-Aligned Movement and external 

influences on liberation struggles. He also wrote regular reports on politics for The Annual 

Register and the annual Africa South of the Sahara. 

Jeremy Seekings also continued to examine the roles played by international organisations – 

ranging from inter-government agencies such as the World Bank and the International Labour 

Organisation, government aid agencies such as the former British Department for International 

Development and international NGOs such as HelpAge International – in social protection 

policy. In addition to a critical review of the literature, Jeremy published an article on the 

‘vernacularisation’ of global rights discourses and social protection in African regional arena. 
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Webinars and workshops 

 

Date Title 
Presenter and discussant (where 

appropriate) Video link 
18 February 2020 Constructing houses, constructing memories: Michael Sata 

and the politics of historical memory in Zambia under the 

era of multiparty democracy, 2001-2011 

Dr Sishuwa Sishuwa 

3 March 2020 The Malawian High Court's judgement on the 2019 

elections 

Prof Danwood Chirwa 

10 March 2020 Does ideology matter in Zambian politics? Comparing the 

ruling PF and opposition UPND policies on social welfare 

Hangala Siachiwena and Courtney Hallink 

August 2020 Panels at American Political Science Association Papers by Matthias Krönke, Sarah Lockwood, Bob 

Mattes, Robert Nyenhuis, Collette Schulz-

Herzenbrerg, Moletsane Monyake, Consolata 

Raphael, Aikande Kwayu, and others 

20 October 2020 COVID-19 and Social Protection in Southern Africa Dr Jeremy Seekings and Lena Gronbach  

3-4 December 

2020 

Workshop (organized with SAIPAR, Lusaka, as Zambia 

Election Research Network): Zambia’s 2021 elections 

24 presentations over 2 days 

15 December 

2020 

The politics of sustaining Zambia’s social cash transfer 

programme. 

Hangala Siachiwena 

20 April 2021 Democratic Reversals: Pathways of Democratization and 

Autocratization in Southern Africa 

Prof Nic Cheeseman; Prof Nic van de Walle 

https://youtu.be/s2AWcp8WsYs 

4 May 2021 Populism in Power: Public Policy in Zambia Under 

President Michael Sata and the Patriotic Front Government 

Hangala Siachiwena 

5 May 2021 Oliver and Adelaide Tambo Foundation “Unfinished 

Business of Liberation” webinar: The Constitution: 

Intention and Implementation 

Albie Sachs and Thandiwe Matthews 

7 May 2021 Workshop (organized with SAIPAR, Lusaka, as Zambia 

Election Research Network): Zambia’s 2021 elections 

7 presentations 

13 May 2021 Joint webinar with the SA Institute of International Affairs: 

Authoritarian Politics in Zimbabwe 

Brian Raftopolous; Roger Southall 

18 May 2021 Zambia 2011-2021: Presidentialism, Legal Autocratization 

and Democratic Backsliding 

Prof Lisa Rakner and Dr Marja Hinfelaar; Dr Boni 

Dulani https://youtu.be/ywAP7MTUaeg 

1 June 2021 The COVID-19 pandemic and non-contributory social 

protection programs in Zimbabwe 

Dr Sikanyiso Masuku 

15 June 2021 Presidential Succession in Africa: (Unexpected) Presidential 

Turnover and its Consequences in Africa 

Profs Yonatan Morse, Ken Ochieng Opalo and 

Michael Wahman https://youtu.be/i9PxmC-cs5s 

22 June 2021 Social Protection workshop Drs Anna Wolkenhauer and Hangala Siachiwena; 

Drs Sishuwa Sishuwa and Elias Phaahla  

29 June 2021 The inefficacy of diplomatic responses to electoral crises: 

SADC responses to Zimbabwe's electoral crises in 2008, 

2013 and 2018 

Primrose Bimha 

6 July 2021 Social Protection mini-workshop Drs Marion Ouma and Kate Pruce; Winnie Arthur 

and Lena Gronbach 

27 July 2021 Perceived inequality and the demand and support for 

democracy in Africa 

Thomas Isbell 

5 August 2021 Pre-election polling in Zambia Profs Michael Wahman, Jeremy Seekings and 

Ellen Lust. 

17 August 2021 Zambia’s 2021 Election: Towards Rebuilding Democracy Sishuwa Sishuwa, Linda Kasonde, Nic Cheeseman 

and Nicole Beardsworth 

https://youtu.be/nV_dyZmCrig 

21 September 

2021 

Surveying Democracy & Governance in Africa: Substantive 

Findings and Methodological Advances 

Joseph Asunka and Ellen Lust 

https://youtu.be/ZL4-sq0Xo-4 

28 September 

2021 

Workshop on norms and values in social protection Winnie Arthur, Zara Trafford, Vayda Megannon 

and Giorgia Nicolo 

19 October 2021 The Impact of Covid-19 on Elections in Africa Robert MacDonald and Koffi Sawyer 

https://youtu.be/gz8AkDsc4vk 

28-29 October 

2021 

Workshop (organized with SAIPAR, Lusaka, as Zambia 

Election Research Network): Zambia’s 2021 elections 

15 presentations over 2 days 

19-20 November 

2021 

Panels at (US) African Studies Association annual 

conference 

Abdoul Karim Saidou, Consolata Sulley, Aikande 

Kwayu, Itumeleng Makgetla, Thomas Isbell, 

Richard Houessou, Mercy Kaburu, Amanda 

Clayton, Sarah Lockwood, Robert 

Nyenhuis, Matthias Krönke and Jeremy Seekings 

23 November 

2021 

Gunning for the Ballot: The Military  

and Zimbabwe’s 2023 Election 

Hopewell Chin’ono, Chipo Dendere, Alex Magaisa 

and Brian Raftopoulus  

https://youtu.be/GC8e5As1uX4 

29 November 

2021 

Zambia under the new government Drs Sishuwa Sishuwa and Mundia Kabinga, and 

Prof Jeremy Seekings 

https://youtu.be/s2AWcp8WsYs
https://youtu.be/ywAP7MTUaeg
https://youtu.be/i9PxmC-cs5s
https://youtu.be/nV_dyZmCrig
https://youtu.be/ZL4-sq0Xo-4
https://youtu.be/gz8AkDsc4vk
https://youtu.be/GC8e5As1uX4
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Publications 2020 
Books 

Saunders, Christopher, with Peter Limb, Historical Dictionary of South Africa, 3rd 
edition (Lanham, Maryland: Scarecrow Press, Rowman and Littlefield). 

Book chapters 
Akokpari, John, and Primrose Bimha, ‘The African Union as an interlocutor in 
European Union-Africa relations?’, in Toni Haastrup, Luís Mah and Niall Duggan 

(eds), The Routledge Handbook of EU-Africa Relations (Abingdon: Routledge; ISBN 
9781315170916): 121-130. 

Chingwete, Anyway, and Stephen Ndoma, ‘Public opinion before and after the July 

2018 harmonized elections’, in Eldred Masunungure (ed.), Zimbabwe's Trajectory: 
Stepping Forward or Sliding Back (Harare: Weaver Press and MOPI). 

Dionne, Kim, and Boniface Dulani, ‘African Attitudes Toward Same-Sex 

Relationships, 1982–2018’, in Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press). 

Mattes, Robert, and Matthias Krönke, ‘The Consequences of Partisanship in 

Africa’, in Henrik Oscarsson and Soren Holmberg (eds), Research Handbook on 
Political Partisanship (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar; ISBN 978-1-78811-198-0). 

Murithi, Timothy, ‘The African Union and the Institutionalisation of Pan-

Africanism’, in Reiland Rabaka (ed.), Routledge Handbook of Pan-Africanism 
(Abindon: Routledge, ISBN 9780429020193). 

Naidoo, Vino, ‘South Africa (Republic of South Africa)’, in Ann Griffiths, R. 

Chattopadhyay, J. Light and C. Stieren (eds), The Forum of Federations Handbook of 
Federal Countries 2020 (London: Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN 978-3-030-42087-1): 
315-327. 

Saunders, Chris, `External Influences on Southern African Transformations: “1989” 
in Perspective’, in Matthias Middell (ed.), Africa‘s Global 1989 (Leipzig: Leipziger 

Universitatverslag, ISBN 978-3-96023-302-2): 62-73. (dated 2019, but published in 
2020). 

Saunders, Chris, ‘Liberated Africans at the Cape: Some Reconsiderations’, in 

Richard Anderson and Henry B. Lovejoy (eds), Liberated Africans and the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, 1807-1896 (Rochester: University of Rochester Press): 295-312. 

Saunders, Chris, ‘Visions of Unity: Southern Africa and Liberation’, in Frank Paul 

Gerits and Matteo Grilli (eds), Visions of African Unity: New Perspectives on the 

History of Pan-Africanism and African Unification Projects (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, ISBN 978-3-030-52911-6): 133-155. 

Saunders, Chris, ‘Transformation of the Political System’, in David Bruce et al, 

Memory of Nations: Democratic Transition Guide - the South African 
Experience (Washington DC: National Endowment of Democracy and Prague: 
CEVRO): 3-7. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Welfare Politics in Africa’, in Nic Cheeseman (ed.), Oxford 
Encyclopedia of African Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, ISBN 978-
0190632342). 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Basic Income Activism in South Africa, 1997-2019’, in Richard 

Caputo and Larry Liu (eds), Political Activism and Basic Income Guarantee: 

International Experiences and Perspectives Past, Present, and Near Future (London: 
Palgrave, ISBN 978-3-030-43904-0): 253-72. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Voters, Parties and Elections in Zambia’, in Tinenenji Banda, 

O’Brien Kaaba, Marja Hinfelaar and Muna Ndulo (eds), Democracy and Electoral 
Politics in Zambia (Leiden: Brill, ISBN 978-90-04-42502-6): 116-145. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘The Effects of Colonialism on Social Protection in South Africa 

and Botswana’, in Carina Schmitt (ed.), From Colonialism to International Aid: 
External Actors and Social Protection in the Global South (London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, ISBN 978-3-030-38199-8): 109-35. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘The Social Question in Pre-apartheid South Africa: Race, 
Religion and the State’, in Lutz Leisering (ed.), One Hundred Years of Social 

Security: The Changing Social Question in Brazil, India, China, and South 
Africa (London: Palgrave, ISBN 978-3-030-54958-9): 191-220. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Reformulating the ‘Social Question’ in Post-Apartheid South 

Africa: Zola Skweyiya, Dignity, Development and the Welfare State’, in Lutz 

Leisering (ed.), One Hundred Years of Social Security: The Changing Social Question 

in Brazil, India, China, and South Africa (London: Palgrave, ISBN 978-3-030-54958-
9): 263-299. 

Siachiwena, Hangala, ‘The 2011-2016 Zambian elections: incumbency, turnovers 
and democratic consolidation’, in Tinenenji Banda, O'Brien Kaaba, Marja Hinfelaar 

and Muna Ndulo (eds), Democracy and Electoral Politics in Zambia (Leiden: Brill, 
ISBN 978-90-04-42502-6): 94-115. 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa, ‘Charismatic Leadership in African Politics’, in Jose Pedro 

Zuquete (ed.), Routledge International Handbook of Charisma (Abingdon: Routledge, 
ISBN 9780429263224). 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa, ‘“Join Me to Get Rid of this President”: The Opposition, Civil 

Society and Zambia’s 2011 Election’, in Tinenenji Banda, O’Brien Kaaba, Marja 

Hinfelaar and Muna Ndulo (eds), Democracy and Electoral Politics in Zambia 
(Leiden: Brill, 978-90-04-42502-6):  11-33. 

Peer reviewed Journal articles 
Akokpari, John and E. Ampomah, ‘Bottom-up or top-down?: Evaluating the 
Transitional Justice processes in Sierra Leone’, Afro-Asian Journal of Social Sciences 
11,2: 1-20. 

Canham, Hugo, Elliott Kotze, Nkululeko Nkomo and Sibusiso Nkomo, ‘Retrieving 
grandfathers and histories through objects and affective registers’, Emotion, Space and 
Society 34: 1-8. 

Chu, Yun-han, Kai-Ping Huang, Marta Lagos and Robert Mattes, ‘A Lost Decade for 
Third-Wave Democracies?’, Journal of Democracy 31,2: 166-181. 

Dulani, Boniface and John Tengatenga, ‘Big Man Rule in Africa: Are Africans Getting 
the Leadership They Want?’, African Review 46,2: 275-291. 

Masuku, Sikanyiso, ‘An indigenous knowledge-based approach to environmental 
conservation in Zimbabwe’, African Renaissance 16,3: 169-187. 

Masuku, Sikanyiso and S. Rama, ‘Challenges to Refugees’ Socioeconomic Inclusion: 
A Lens Through the Experiences of Congolese Refugees in South Africa’, The Oriental 
Anthropologist 20,1: 82-96. 

Masuku, Sikanyiso and S. Rama, ‘A case study of government and civil societies’ 
collaboration and challenges in securing the rights of Congolese refugees living in 

Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa’, South African Journal of Science 
116,3-4: 1-6. 

Saunders, Chris, ‘Comparing the Namibian and South African Liberation Struggles’, 
Matatu  50,2: 280-298. 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘The National Party and the Ideology of Welfare in South Africa 
under Apartheid’, Journal of Southern African Studies 46,6 (December): 1145-62. 

Seekings, Jeremy and Nicoli Nattrass, ‘South Africa’s Lockdown Misfire’, Journal of 
Democracy 31,4 (October): 106-121. 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa, ‘Patronage Politics and Parliamentary Elections in Zambia’s One-
party State c. 1983-1988’, Journal of Eastern African Studies 14,4: 591-612. 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa, ‘Surviving on Borrowed Power: Rethinking the Role of Civil 

Society in Zambia’s Third-term Debate’, Journal of Southern African Studies 46,3: 471-
490. 

Working Papers 
Hickey, Sam and Seekings, Jeremy. ‘Who Should Get What, How and Why? DFID 

and the Transnational Politics of Social Cash Transfers’, ESID Working Paper 131 
(Manchester: Effective States and Inclusive Development, University of Manchester). 

Gronbach, Lena, ‘Social cash transfer payment systems in sub-Saharan Africa’, CSSR 

Working Paper 452 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of 
Cape Town). 

Isbell, Thomas, ‘Keeping tabs? Perceptions of relative deprivation and political trust in 

Africa’, CSSR Working Paper 461 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, 
University of Cape Town). 

Isbell, Thomas, ‘Keeping up with the Dlaminis: perceived inequality and satisfaction 

with democracy’, CSSR Working Paper 458 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science 
Research, University of Cape Town). 

Isbell, Thomas, ‘Inequality and support for democracy – a micro perspective’, CSSR 

Working Paper 448 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of 
Cape Town). 

Johnson, Sydney, Remy Reya and Julia Ilhardt, ‘Adapting South Africa’s Social 

Protection System for COVID-19’, CSSR Working Paper 461 (Cape Town: Centre for 
Social Science Research, University of Cape Town). 

Krönke, Matthias, Sarah Lockwood and Robert Mattes, ‘Party Footprints in Africa: 

Measuring Local Party Presence Across the Continent’, Afrobarometer Working Paper 
186 (Accra: Afrobarometer). 

Mattes, Robert and Matthias Krönke, ‘The Consequences of Partisanship in Africa’, 

CSSR Working Paper 449 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University 
of Cape Town). 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Failure to feed: State, civil society and feeding schemes in South 
Africa in the first three months of Covid-19 lockdown’, CSSR Working Paper 455 (Cape 
Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of Cape Town). 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Bold promises, constrained capacity, stumbling delivery: the 
expansion of social grants in response to the Covid-19 lockdown in South Africa’, CSSR 

Working Paper 456 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of 
Cape Town). 

Seekings, Jeremy, ‘Urban Social Protection in Africa’, CSSR Working Paper 460 
(Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of Cape Town). 

Siachiwena, Hangala, ‘The politics of social protection policy reform in Malawi, 2006-

2017’, CSSR Working Paper 447 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, 
University of Cape Town). 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa. Marja Hinfelaar and Danielle Resnick, ‘Cities and dominance: 

Urban strategies for political settlement maintenance and change: Zambia case study’, 

ESID Working Paper 136 (Manchester: Effective States and Inclusive Development, 
University of Manchester). 

Sishuwa, Sishuwa, ‘Charisma and politics in post-colonial Africa’, CSSR Working 
Paper 446 (Cape Town: Centre for Social Science Research, University of Cape Town). 

Afrobarometer Policy Papers 
Krönke, Matthias, ‘Africa’s digital divide and the promise of e-learning’, 
Afrobarometer Policy Paper 66. 

Krönke, Matthias and Lulu Olan’g, ‘Democratic dividend: The road to quality 
education in Africa’, Afrobarometer Policy Paper 63. 

Mattes, Robert, ‘Lived Poverty On the Rise: Decade of Living Standard Gain Ends in 
Africa’, Afrobarometer Policy Paper 62 (Accra: Afrobarometer). 

Mattes, Robert, Carolyn Logan, E. Gyimah-Boadi and George Ellison. ‘COVID-19 In 
Africa: Vulnerabilities and Assets’, Afrobarometer Policy Paper 67. 

Nkomo, Sibusiso and Stephen Buchanan-Clarke, ‘Violent extremism in Africa: Popular 
assessments from the ‘Eastern Corridor’, Afrobarometer Policy Paper 65. 

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315170916-13/african-union-interlocutor-european-union-africa-relations-john-akokpari-primrose-bimha
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315170916-13/african-union-interlocutor-european-union-africa-relations-john-akokpari-primrose-bimha
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781315170916/routledge-handbook-eu-africa-relations-toni-haastrup-lu%C3%ADs-mah-niall-duggan
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=eAJHEAAAQBAJ&pg=PT189&lpg=PT189&dq=role+of+public+opinion-Anyway+Chingwete&source=bl&ots=iIH4lD2b2c&sig=ACfU3U2kWC9bQmbAcxk9woCXCFUrdmepqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqtd3cssL0AhVPiFwKHdaBAYoQ6AF6BAgfEAM#v=onepage&q=role%20of%20public%20opinion-Anyway%20Chingwete&f=false
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=eAJHEAAAQBAJ&pg=PT189&lpg=PT189&dq=role+of+public+opinion-Anyway+Chingwete&source=bl&ots=iIH4lD2b2c&sig=ACfU3U2kWC9bQmbAcxk9woCXCFUrdmepqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqtd3cssL0AhVPiFwKHdaBAYoQ6AF6BAgfEAM#v=onepage&q=role%20of%20public%20opinion-Anyway%20Chingwete&f=false
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.1787
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.1787
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Reiland%20Rabaka
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030420871
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030420871
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-815
https://www.amazon.com/Oxford-Encyclopedia-African-Politics-3/dp/0190632348
https://www.amazon.com/Oxford-Encyclopedia-African-Politics-3/dp/0190632348
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-43904-0_13
https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004430440/BP000007.xml
https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004430440/BP000006.xml
https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004430440/BP000006.xml
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-38200-1_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-38200-1_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-54959-6_8
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-54959-6_8
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030549589
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030549589
https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789004430440/BP000006.xml
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429263224
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429263224
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755458619302622
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755458619302622
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/a-lost-decade-for-third-wave-democracies/
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/a-lost-decade-for-third-wave-democracies/
https://doi.org/10.1163/1821889X-12340001
https://doi.org/10.1163/1821889X-12340001
https://journals.co.za/doi/abs/10.31920/2516-5305/2019/v16n3a9
https://journals.co.za/doi/abs/10.31920/2516-5305/2019/v16n3a9
https://journals.co.za/content/journal/aa_afren
https://journals.co.za/content/journal/aa_afren_v16_n3
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0972558X20913713
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0972558X20913713
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0038-23532020000200017&lng=en&nrm=iso
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0038-23532020000200017&lng=en&nrm=iso
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0038-23532020000200017&lng=en&nrm=iso
https://doi.org/10.1163/18757421-05002007
file:///F:/word%20docs/%2050(.%202
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03057070.2020.1833618
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03057070.2020.1833618
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/766188
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17531055.2020.1831146
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17531055.2020.1831146
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03057070.2020.1730644
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03057070.2020.1730644
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3523037
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3523037
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/452
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/461
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/461
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/458
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/458
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/448
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/451
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/451
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/wp186-party-footprints-africa-measuring-local-party-presence-across-continent
http://afrobarometer.org/publications/wp186-party-footprints-africa-measuring-local-party-presence-across-continent
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/449
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/449
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/455
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/455
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/456
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/456
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/460
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/447
http://www.cssr.uct.ac.za/cssr/pub/wp/447
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https://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp62-lived-poverty-rise-decade-living-standard-gains-ends-africa
https://afrobarometer.org/publications/pp67-covid-19-africa-vulnerabilities-and-assets-effective-response
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About the Institute for Democracy, Citizenship and 
Public Policy in Africa 

 
The Institute was established in 2017 to conduct empirical research into the factors 
that strengthen and sustain democracy across Africa. Our team of researchers – 
including post-doctoral research fellows and PhD students – approach the study of 
democracy from four broad directions: 

Public opinion and voting behaviour: How do citizens view democracy and political 
institutions in their countries? How do they assess the performance of government and 
opposition? To what extent and how do they hold governments to account through 
elections or other mechanisms? We work closely with the Afrobarometer surveys of 
public attitudes towards democracy, governance, economic conditions, and related 
issues across most of Africa. 

Political parties and elected representatives: How do political parties organize, 
mobilise, conduct election campaigns and govern? How are candidates for election 
selected? To what extent and how do parties and individual Members of Parliament 
represent citizens? We host the Political Parties in Africa project. 

Regional and international factors: How do regional and international organisations 
affect the conduct of elections, the operation of political institutions, the maintenance 
of order and the making of public policy? 

The consequences for public policy: What determines or informs public policy-making 
and implementation? To what extent do public policies reflect the will of the citizenry? 
Our primary focus is on social protection or welfare policy, through the new Zola 
Skweyiya African Social Policy Innovation. We also study development and labour 
market policies. 

We address these questions through data collection (including both quantitative and 
qualitative data, through large-scale surveys, interviews and, where appropriate, 
archival research) by both teams of researchers and individual researchers. We hold 
regular seminars (or webinars) and workshops. We collaborate with researchers 
elsewhere in Africa and further afield. 
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