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Islam & Muslims in South Africa: A Bibliographical Update 

 

Muhammed Haron 

 

1. Introduction 

 

Since the publication of Muslims in South Africa: An Annotated Bibliography
1
 in 

1997, there has been a fair amount of changes in the Higher Education sector as far as 

teaching and research in Islamic studies is concerned. Whilst some of the changes 

have been negative, there have been some positive developments as well. 

 

Starting with the negatives, since 1997 several departments have been closed down, 

staff retrenched and, as a result, research output has generally been on the decline. 

The Committee for Higher Education in South Africa’s Department of Education has 

made adjustments to departments, aimed at introducing economically viable 

programmes at various universities. The country’s departments of Arabic and Islamic 

Studies were amongst those affected by the Department’s new policies, viewed as 

economic liabilities for not attracting sizeable student numbers. This downsizing 

process took effect after 1997 and universities were forced to decide the fate of these 

departments.  

 

Lamentably, at the University of Durban-Westville, where the Departments of Arabic, 

Urdu & Persian and Islamic Studies has existed for more than three decades, the 

university administration decided to close both departments and place the staff in new 

academic structures. Three of the staff members retired and one passed away. The 

Department of Islamic Studies staff joined colleagues from other ‘religious studies 

sectors’ to form the School of Religion & Culture; those in the language department 

were slotted in with other staff members in the School of Languages and Literature. 

Whilst it can be viewed negatively, this new arrangement also had a positive spin-off, 

since it compelled the staff to share interdisciplinary skills and forced them out of 

their cocoons.  
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The University of South Africa’s Department of Semitics had set up a Centre for 

Islamic Studies about a decade ago but it remained dormant for most of its existence, 

and the university was forced to close it. Its appointed director, Mr. Iqbal Jhazbhay, 

had too many things on his plate and was unable to implement the Centre’s worthy 

objectives. Members of the Semitic Studies staff retired and one moved into the 

political arena; these natural developments reduced the number of staff members in 

Arabic and Islamic studies to three. At the Rand Afrikaans University’s Centre for 

Islamic Studies no one was appointed to replace Professor Abdurahman Doi after his 

untimely death; this also impacted upon the supervision of the many post-graduate 

students. The professorship post remains vacant and there is no certainty that it will be 

filled within the next year or two because of financial constraints and other 

administrative decisions at the university. 

 

The University of Cape Town’s Centre for Contemporary Islam and the Department 

of Religious Studies lost Dr Ebrahim Moosa to Duke University; he opted to move 

after extremists bombed his house. Before moving to Duke he served at Stanford 

University. At present the post he vacated remains empty and the university 

administration seems hesitant to appoint a new staff member to assist Professor 

Abdulkader Tayob in the Islamic studies programme. UCT’s sister institution, the 

University of the Western Cape retrenched 40 of its permanent staff members, two of 

whom belonged to the then Department of Arabic Studies. The latter department was 

closed and Dr Yasien Mohamed, who was left to take charge of the Arabic 

programme, was transferred to the newly established Department of Foreign 

Languages. Small student numbers in Arabic (and Islamic studies) have been the main 

reason for the university’s drastic actions and this effectively meant the end of the 

former department’s Islamic culture course and the effacing of the Islam component 

in the new department of Theology and Religious studies. The latter was a fully-

fledged faculty until the end of 1999 and is currently located in the Faculty of Arts. A 

number of its staff shifted to Stellenbosch University and others were part of the 

retrenched 40. In the light of all these changes, the research sector was negatively 

affected.  

 

However, despite all of this there have been other developments. Some of the 

academics who had been in the fields of Arabic and Islamic Studies for more than one 
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and a half decades have been promoted to full professorship positions. At UNISA Dr 

Yousuf Dadoo was promoted in 1999, and both UCT’s Dr Abdulkader Tayob and 

UDW’s Dr Suleiman Dangor were accorded these posts this year. They and other 

colleagues who have been fortunate to move up within the academic structures have 

also been active in participating in conferences abroad, holding research fellowships 

and lecturing at foreign institutions. Professor Tayob spent time at the University of 

Hamburg conducting research and lecturing. Dr Shamil Jeppie was awarded in 

1999/2000 a Chevening Fellowship to Oxford University and participated in a 

conference on sub-Saharan Africa at the University of Leiden this year. Dr Yasien 

Mohamed lectured at ISTAC in Malaysia for one semester earlier in the year, whilst 

preparing his thesis for publication. 

 

Moreover, there have also been individuals who have not formally specialized in 

Arabic or Islamic studies who have made an input to the field. These individuals were 

trained in the fields of Sociology, History, Law and Education. Amongst the 

historians Dr Goolam Vahed, a UDW academic listed hereunder, may be considered 

amongst the noteworthy contributors. New researchers such as Rehana Ebr-Valley – a 

sociologist, attached to the University of Witwatersrand, have also slowly added to 

the growing list of research projects and publications. In addition to these, other 

openings such as the possible appointment of an Arabic specialist at UCT with 

funding from the Shah Mohamed Trust will assist in maintaining an interest in Arabic 

and Islamic studies in the region. In fact, the part-time appointment of Dr. Abdul-

Hakim Quick at UWC was also a positive step; it is hoped that he and others will 

contribute scholarly works to South African society.   

 

Furthermore, Muslim Views’ editorial board members and Dr. Fadiel Essop of the 

Shah Mohamed Trust mooted the idea of offering financial awards to individuals who 

produce excellent research on any aspect of South African Islam. A specially selected 

committee spearheaded by Stellenbosch University’s Associate Professor Yusuf 

Waghid was set up to scrutinize works which have been forwarded for consideration. 

Although this might not be the first of its kind in the South African academic arena, it 

may however be considered an important incentive at a very critical period to 

encourage and support quality research. 

 



 4 

2. Research List: 

The research material in this compilation varies in terms of quality and length. 

However, it was felt that since they are useful for interested readers and researchers, 

they should be left as they appear.   

 

In this compilation annotations have been excluded, the publications have not been 

slotted under thematic headings and those which have not appeared in the above-

mentioned bibliography before have been included. The reader should be alerted to 

the fact that not all the necessary information was at hand and this article should be 

viewed as a bibliography in progress. It should also be mentioned that a few 

publications included in the list hereunder do not specifically deal with South African 

Muslims but makes reference to them when discussing certain issues of importance. 

 

2.1 Published Articles & Books 

 

Adler, Glenn & Jonny Steinberg. From Comrades to Citizens: The South African 

Civic Movement – The Transition to Democracy. New York: St. Martin’s Press &  

London: Macmillan. 2000. 

 

Ahmad, Talmiz. “The Cry from the heart of the believer: Resurgent Islam.” In South 

African Journal of International Affairs. 4(2): 1-17, Winter 1997. 

 

Agherdien, Yusuf; George C. Ambrose and Shaheed Hendricks. South End as we 

know it (ed. Roy H. du Pre). Port Elizabeth. 1999. 

 

Anon. “Qasida and Qawali Groups in the Cape.” In Boorhanol Islam Magazine. 

Illustr. 35(3):46-54, June 2000. 

 

Anon. “Popular Justice: People Against Gangsterism and Drugs.” In Human Rights 

Commission Quarterly Review. Sec. 3 pp.32-70 & Appendix pp. 100-126, January 

2001. 

 

Badri, Malik. Role of Aids: The Media & Organizations. Cape Town: IMASA. 36p. 

2000. 
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Bickford-Smith, Vivienne. “A Darker Side than Pale?” In Ethnic Pride and Racial 

Prejudice – Victorian Cape Town. African Studies Series n0.81. Johannesburg: Wits 

University Press. Ch. 8 pp.186-209, 1999. 

 

Campbell, D. “ The Forgotten Children.” In Flying Sphinx. Illustr. pp.82-88, July 

1997. 

 

Cassim, Fauzia. “Understanding Women’s Rights in Islam.” In Codicillis. 40(1): 2-9, 

1999. 

 

Chetty, Rejendra (interviewer). “ A Community Bard: Interview with Ahmed Essop.” 

In Alternatives 6(1): 272-278, 2000. 

 

Clark, B. &  A.J. Kerr. “Dependent Action for loss of Support: Are Women married 

by Islamic Rites victim of unfair discrimination?” In South African Law Journal. 

116(1): 20-27, 1999. 

 

Dadoo, Yousuf.  “A Muslim View of the First Crusade.” In Quarterly Scholarly 

Journal of the University of Santo Tomas. 4(73):, 2000 and reprint in UNISA 

Medieval Studies vol. 6, 1997. 

 

Dadoo, Yousuf. “Religious Freedom in Islam: Some Philosophical and Legal 

Considerations.” In Filisophia. X(X), 2000. 

 

Dangor, Suleiman E. “The Expression of Islam in South Africa.” In JIMMA. 17(1): 

141-151, April 1997 & reprint in Al-Ilm 18 & 19: 2-19, January 1998/1999. 

 

Dangor, Suleiman E. “Historical Perspective, Current Literature and A Opinion 

Survey among Muslim Women in Contemporary South Africa: A Case Study.” In 

Journal of the Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs. 21(1): 109-129, April 2001. 

 

Davids, Achmat. “Alternative Education: Tuan Guru and the Formation of the Cape 

Muslim Community.” In Al-Ilm. 18 & 19: 63-77, January 1998/1999. 
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Du Pre, R.H. “The Battle of South End: Group Areas Removal in Port Elizabeth in the 

1960s.” In Journal for Contemporary History. 24(1): 36-48, June 1999. 

 

Ebr.-Valley, Rehana. La Stratification interne de la Communaute dite indienne a 

Afrique du Sud. Paris: Universite Paris I & Pantheon: Sorbonne. 2000. 

 

Ebr.-Valley, Rehana. “Diversity in the imagined Umma: The example of the Indian 

Muslims in South Africa.” In Social Identities in the New South Africa (ed. Abebe 

Zegeye). Cape Town: Kwela Press & South African History Online. Vol.1 Sec.2 Ch.9 

pp.269-300; 2001. 

 

Ebr.-Valley, Rehana. “Travelling Cultures.” In Culture in a New South Africa: After 

Apartheid (ed. Robert Kriger & Abebe Zegeye). Cape Town: Kwela Press & South 

Africa Online. Vol.2 Ch.12 pp.261-280; 2001. 

 

Fakir, S. “Islam, Science and Religion and the Construction of New Religious 

Identities: A Perspective from South Africa.” In Scriptura. Special Edition 61(2): 

121-128, 1997. 

 

Fanwelle, Francois-Xavier & Xavier Renon. “L’Islam contre le crime? Le ambiquites 

du ‘vigilantisme’ islamiste en Afrique du Sud.” In Afrique Contemporaire. 192(4):40-

56, Octobre-Decembre 1999. 

 

Freedman, W. “Islamic Marriages, the duty of support and application of the Bill of 

Rights.” In Tydskrif vir Hedendaagse Romeinse-Hollandse Reg. 61(3): 532-538, 

August 1998. 

 

Germain, Eric. “L’Afrique du Sud dans la politique ‘panislamique’ de l’Empire 

ottoman.” In Turcica. 31:109-148, 1999. 

 

Goolam, N.M. “Islamic Family Law and the Bill of Rights: A Proposal for the final 

constitution.” In Journal for Juridical Science. 21(1): 130-137, 1999. 
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Haddad, Yvonne Y & I. Qurqmez. “Muslims in the West: A Select Bibliography.” In 

Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations. 11(1): 5-49, Sec. K ‘South Africa’ p.36,  2000. 

 

Haeri, Muneera. “A Chisti Shaykh in South Africa.” In The Chistis: A Living Light. 

Karachi: Oxford University Press. Pp.184-189, 2000. 

 

Haffejee, S; Y. Esprey & P. Fridjhon. “Gender, Religion and Religiosity: An 

Exploration of Attitudes towards abortion among medical students.” In Journal of the 

Islamic Medical Association of South Africa. 6(1):7-14, 2000. 

 

Haron, Muhammed. “A Window into the World of Personal and Community 

Libraries: Case Studies from the Cape Muslim Community.” In Current Writing. 

13(2): 55-64, 2001. 

 

Haron, Muhammed. “A portrait of the Arabic Script in the Cape, South Africa.” In 

Inscription as Arts in the World of Islam (ed. Habibeh Rahim). Westport & London: 

Greenwood Press. 2001. 

 

Haron, Muhammed. “The Cape Malays: An Imagined Community in South Africa – 

A Bibliographical Essay.” In African Research and Documentation. 2001 

 

Haussay-Holz Schuh, M. “Le Metis au Cap: etude de deux problemes identitaires.” In 

L’Espace geopgraphique. 28(2):135-147, 1999. 

 

Hellig, Jocelyn. “Muslim-Jewish Relations in South Africa: A Jewish Perspective.” In 

Jewish Affairs. 49-60, Autumn 1999. 

 

Jacobs. Rayda. The Slave Book. Cape Town. 2000. 

 

Jensen, Steffen. “Discourses of Violence: Coping with violence on the Cape Flats.” In 

Social Dynamics. 25(2)75-97, Summer 1999. 
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Jeppie, Shamil M. “Islam, Narcotics and Defiance in the Western Cape, South 

Africa.” In Africa, Islam and Development (ed.Tom Salter & Kenneth King). 

Edinburgh: Centre of African Studies. Ch.8; 2000. 

 

Jeppie, Shamil M. “Reclassifications: Coloured, Malay, Muslim.” In Coloured by 

History, Shaped by Place: New Coloured by History, Shaped by Place: New 

Perspectives on Coloured Identities in Cape Town (ed. Zimitri Erasmus). Cape Town: 

Kwela Press & South African History Outline. Ch.4 pp.80-96, 2001. 

 

Jhazbhay, Iqbal. “ An Emerging Muslim Identity in the Global Village: The South 

African Perspective.” In JIMMA. 20(2):369-372, October 2000. 

 

Kasule, Omar H; M. Coovadia & G. Karim. Prophetic Medicine – At-Tibb Al-

Nabawiyah. Cape Town: IMASA. 35p. 2000. 

 

Kathrada, Ahmed. Letters from Robben Island: A Selection of A.Kathrada’s Prison 

Correspondence, 1964-1989 (ed.Robert D. Vassen). Cape Town: Mayibuye Centre. 

xxvi + 300pp. 2000. 

 

Le Roux, C.J.B. “People Against Gangsterism and Drugs.” In Journal for 

Contemporary History. 22(1); 51-80, June 1997. 

 

Le Roux, C.J.B. & H.W. Nel. “Radical Islamic Fundamentalism in South Africa: An 

Exploratory Study.” In Journal for Contemporary History. 23(2): 1-24, December 

1998. 

 

Lomeier, Roman. “From Cape to Istanbul: Transnational Networks and Communal 

Conflict.” In Investigating South-South Dimension of Modernity and Islam: 

Circulating visions and ideas, intellectual figures and locations (ed. Helmut Buchholt 

& Georg Stauth). Yearbook of the Society of Islam Series. Vol.2 Ch. 4 pp.85-98, 

1999/2000. 

 

Lubbe, Gerrie. “The Soweto Fatwa: A Muslim Response to a watershed even in South 

Africa.” In JIMMA. 17(2): 335-344, October 1997. 
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Mahomed, A.M. “Pure Language or Street Language? A Case for Arabic in SA 

Secondary Schools.” In Education Practice. 2:25-35, February 1999. 

 

Mandivenga, Ephraim C. “The Cape Muslims and the Indian Muslims of South 

Africa” In Journal of the Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs. 20(2): 347-352, 

October 2000. 

 

Meer, Shamim. “Women Speak: Reflection on our Struggles.” In Indaba. 132-140, 

1999. 

 

Mihir, Bose. “Memons in Africa: Gandhi and After.” In The Memons. London: World 

Memon Foundation. Ch. 3 pp.39-61, 2000. 

 

Mitha, Nasim. Fatwa: Its Role in Shariah and Contemporary Society with South 

African Case Studies. Johannesburg: Afrikiyun Mubeen Publishers, pp. i-vi & 1-318, 

June 2000. 

 

  

 

Mohamed, Yasien. “The Unifying Thread: Intuitive Cognition of the Intellect in al-

Farabi, al-Isfahani & Al-Ghazali.” In Journal of Islamic Science. 12(2): 27-47, July-

December 1996. 

 

Mohamed, Yasien. “ Reason and Revelation in Al-Raghib al-Isfahani. “ In Muslim 

Educational Quarterly. 16(1): 41-49, 1998. 

 

Mohamed, Yasien. “The Moral education of Isfahani.” In Plato’s Philosophy of 

Education and Its relevance to Contemporary Society & Education in the Ancient 

World (ed. J.D. Gericke & J.D. Maritz). Pretoria: South African Society of Greek 

Philosophy and the Humanities. 2: 243-267, 1998. 

 

Mohamed, Yasien. “Function of the Intellect: Isfahani’s Definition of Arabic Terms.” 

In Journal of Islamic Science. 15(1-2):135-143, January – December 1999. 
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Mohamed, Yasien. “The Classical Islamic Concept of Man as ‘a small world’.” In 

Afkar: Jurnal Akidah & Pemikirian Islam. 2:87-106, June 2001. 

 

Moomal, Ebrahim C. End of the Road: Random, Rampant and Runaway Thoughts on 

the Ultimate Journey. Pretoria: A.R. Cassiem. 200p. 2000. 

 

Moosa, Ebrahim. “Textuality in Muslim Imagination: From Authority to 

Metaphoricity.” In Acta Academica Supplementum. (1): 54-65, 1996. 

 

Moosa, Ebrahim. “Muslim Conservatism in South Africa.” Reprint in Dossier. 20, 

1999. 

 

Moosa, Ebrahim. “Tensions in Legal and Religious Values in the 1996 SA 

Constitution.” In Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk (ed.Mahmoud Mamdani) Cape 

Town: David Philips. Ch. 6 pp.121-135, 2000. 

 

Moosa, Ebrahim. “Muslim Law in SA with an incisive summary of the Ryland vs 

Edros: the state of the art case - On Cultural Diversity and Marriage Law.” In The 

Other Law: Non-State Ordering in South Africa (ed. Wilfred Scharf & Daniel Nina). 

Cape Town: Juta Press. 2001. 

 

Moosa, Najma. “The Equality Clause and the Status of Women under Law.” In 

Alternative Law Journal. April 1995. 

 

Moosa, Najma, “The Interim Constitution and Muslim Personal Law.” In The 

Constitution of South Africa from a GenderPerspective (ed. S. Liebenburg). Cape 

Town: The UWC Community Law Centre pp.167-184, 1996 & reprint in Dossier 

16:33-48, August 1996. 

 

Moosa, Najma. “Women’s Eligibility for Qadiship.” In Awraq: Estudios sobre el 

Mundi Arabe e Islamico Contemporaneo. xiv:203-227, 1998. 
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Moosa, Najma. “ Human Rights in Islam.” In  South African Journal of Human 

Rights. 14(4): 508-524, 1998. 

 

Naude, Jacobus A. “Algehele oorgawe aan God.” In Suid Afrika: Land van baie 

Godsdienste (ed. Piet Meiring). Johannesburg: Kagiso Uitgewers. Ch. 6 pp.151-193, 

1996. 

 

Naude, Jacobus A. “A Historical Survey of opposition to Sufism in South Africa” In 

Islamic Mysticism contested: Thirteen Centuries of Controversies and Polemics (ed. 

Frederick de Jong & Bernd Radke). Leiden & Oslo (?) pp.386-415, 1999. 

 

Naugthright, J. “Masculinity, muscular Islam and Popular Culture: ‘Coloured’ rugby’s 

Cultural Symbolism in Working Class, Cape Town c.1930-1970.” In International 

Journal of the History of Sport. 14(1):184-199, 1997. 

 

Nehls, Gerhart. “The Challenge of Islam in South Africa.” In South African Baptist 

Journal of Theology. 8:111-119, 1999. 

 

Rautenbach, C. “The Recognition of Muslim Marriages in South Africa: Past, Present 

and Future.” In Recht van de Islam. 17:36-89, 2000. 

 

Sadouni, Samadia. “Le minoritaire sud-africaine: Ahmed Deedat, une figure originale 

de la da’wa?” In Islam et Societes du Sub-Saharan Africa. No.12, December 1998. 

 

Shell, Robert C-H “Islam in Southern Africa (1652-1998).” In The History of Islam in 

Africa (ed. Nehemia Levtzion & Randal L. Powels). Athens: Ohio University Press, 

London: James Currey & Cape Town: David Philips. Pt. 3 Ch. 15 pp.327-348, 2000. 

 

Stonier, Janet & Tracey Derrick. “Some Muslim Sacred Places.” In Sacred Places. 

Cape Town: Juta Press. Illus pp.54-63, 1997. 

 

Tayob, Abdul-Kader. “The Function of Islam in the South African political process: 

Defining a community in a nation.” In Religion and Social Transformation in 

Southern Africa (ed.Thomas G. Walsh & Frank Kaufmann) St. Paul, Minnesota: 
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Paragon House. Pp.69-85, 1999; and reprint in Religion and Politics in South Africa 

(ed. A.K. Tayob & W. Weisse). New York  & Berlin: Waxman. Religion and Society 

in Transition series no.1. pt. 1 pp. 15-27, 1999. 

 

Tayob, Abdul-Kader. “Claremont Main Road Mosque.” In New Trends and 

Development in the World of Islam (ed. Peter Clarke). London: Curzon Press, pp.134-

146, 2000. 

 

Vahed, Goolam. “Changing Islamic Traditions and Emerging Identities in South 

Africa.” In  JIMMA. 20(1): 43-73, April 2000. 

 

Vahed, M. A. “Should the question: ‘What is in a child’s best interest?’ be judged 

according to the child’s own cultural and religious perspective? The Case of the 

Muslim Child.” In Comparative and International Law in Southern Africa. 32(3): 

365-375, November 1999. 

 

Waghid, Yusuf. “Can Ta’dib lead to Eco-educational Transformation.” In Journal of 

Islamic Science. 12(2): 49-55, July-December 1996. 

 

Waghid, Yusuf. “Higher Education and Muslim Academics.” In Boorhaaol Islam 

Magazine. 34(4): 37-40, November 1999. 

 

Zakariyyah, Munazzah. “Pengesanan Manuskrip Melayu di Afrika Selatan: Satu 

Catatan Ringkas” In Jurnal Filologi Melayu. 5:111-118, 1996. 

 

Zakariyyah, Munazzah. “Katalog Manuskrip Melayu di Afrika Selatan. Kuala 

Lumpur: Perpustakan Negara. 97pp. 1998. 

 

Zin, AB Aziz Mohd. “Perkembangan Dakwah di Cape Town, Afrika Selatan dan 

Suvivalnya Masakin.” In Jurnal Usuluddin. 9:153-168, July 1999. 

 

2.2 Unpublished Research 
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Drecher, Oliver. Ist es Zeit? Der Einfluss der Eschatologie auf die Debatte um die 

Zeitgemissheit einer Mission under Muslimen., 1895-1914. MTh (Missiology) UNISA 

Thesis. 1999.  

 

Karim, Goolam M. Performance, Trance, Possession and Mysticism: An Analysis of 

the Ratib al-Rifa’iyyah in South Africa. Phd Religious Studies UCT Thesis. 232pp. 

1998. 

 

Khan, Abdul Hamid. The Oral Transmission of Culture amongst Indian Muslims in 

the Metropolis of Cape Town. MA University of Natal Thesis. 1998. 

 

Mahomed, I.B.B. A Comparative Study of Zulu and Muslim Traditional Healers: A 

Sociolinguistic Perspective. MA Linguistics UDW Thesis 1998. 

 

Namakoa, Edward W. The Theological Reflection on the Divine in an African 

Context: A Possible Basis for a Dailogue with Islam. MTh (Missiology) University of 

the Orange Free State Thesis 1999. 

 

Prah, Derek A. The Anglican Church’s Mission to Muslims in Cape Town during the 

19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries: a Study in Changes of Missiological Methods and Attitudes. 

MTh (Religion & Theology) Rhodes University Thesis 1998. 

 

2.3 Newspapers & Magazines 

 

African Perspectives. Durban: Islamic Dawah Movement, 2001 

Al-‘Ilm. University of Durban-Westville, 1974-1999. Ceased publication. 

Arabic Studies.University of Durban-Westville 1978-1993. Ceased publication. 

An-Nisaa. Durban, 1999. 

Islamic Times. Johannesburg: Murabitun, 2001. Relaunched Issue. 
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