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When a woman stands at the minbar—the place in a mosque where a speaker delivers the sermon
(khutbah) at Friday prayers, expounding on the Quran from her study and spiritual experience—she
can open minds, hearts, and souls. She can also get death threats.

Yet two South African Islamic feminist scholars, Sa’diyya Shaikh and Fatima Seedat, see growing
numbers of women approach the minbar, braving the potential backlash. They have gathered
dozens of pieces by women who delivered sermons in mosques and prayer services to create The
Women’s Khutbah Book: Contemporary Sermons on Spirituality and Justice from Around the
World, out now from Yale University Press. Jennifer Banks, senior executive editor for the press,
calls the book “exciting and daring” and “an illuminating account of the active role women are
playing in Muslim communities across the globe today.”

Shaikh is an associate professor in the Department for the
Study of Religion at the University of Cape Town. Her books
and research articles examine theoretical debates on Islam
and feminism, Sufism and Islamic law, and religion and
gender-based violence. Seedat is head of the university’s
Department of African Feminist Studies and an expert on the
views and experiences of women in classical and
contemporary Islamic law. She has published research on
feminist, LGBTQ, and egalitarian perspectives on Islam.
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The khutbahs they selected for the book highlight social
justice, personal spiritual experience, marital love, and divine
love; the views of Muslims of different races, ethnicities, and
gender identities; and more. Shaikh says the contributors
invite believers to “embark on an internal journey, receptive

to the divine in varied and unanticipated forms, cherishing the unique spiritual gifts that others also
embody.” As Seedat writes in her khutbah in the collection, “Here we are in our billions, each with
unique ways of knowing the Divine and knowing each other.”

The goal of the book, the authors write, is to be “an intentionally disruptive engagement with the
traditional khutbah genre”—one in which women move from being “secondary, marginalized
subjects in public conversation among men” to speaking for themselves. They call The Women’s
Khutbah Book a “virtual minbar” and include templates and resources to guide readers in
developing their own egalitarian khutbah practices. After all, they note, the Quran says nothing
about the gender of someone who leads congregational prayers.

The book also very deliberately refers to Allah with a feminine pronoun. Shaikh says that this
should not be a problem on principle but “in reality, when Muslims feel discomfort at this language,
it reveals to us ways in which we have internalized male-centered images of the Divine. Hence it is
an opportunity to release limited and idolatrous images of God.”

Still, as Seedat points out in her khutbah in the book, Muslim feminists who dispute the destructive
forms of traditions are derogated as “unbelievers” even though, she writes, Islamic law is a human
creation that has “historically changed and adapted with time and

circumstance.”

For women to go to the minbar, the authors write, is authentic to the original days of the Prophet
and his wives, when early Muslim men and women prayed and learned together with no partitions
dividing them. Their book asserts, “For many contemporary Muslims, women’s acquisition of the
minbar symbolizes an important spiritual, ethical, and political transformation and a potentially new
moment in the alignment of religious authority and gender."

Return to the main feature.

A version of this article appeared in the 11/07/2022 issue of Publishers Weekly under the headline: Uplifting Islamic Women’s
Voices

ALSO ON PW

NEXT 

View by genre:
Top 10 Overall more

1
It Starts with Us

Colleen Hoover, Author

2
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Book 17

Jeff Kinney, Author

3
It Ends with Us

Colleen Hoover, Author

4
Stellarlune: Volume 9

Shannon Messenger, Author

5
Desert Star

Michael Connelly, Author

10 Overlooked Yet
Essential Novels

FEATURED REVIEWS

 PREVIOUS

MOST POPULAR

•
PW Best Books 2022

•
PRH, S&S Deal Likely Dead

•
Amazon Makes Cuts to Its Book Group

•
Book Publishing Startups in the U.S. 2022

•
The 10 Best Emily Dickinson Poems

•
Book Deals: Week of November 21, 2022

•
Hoopla Offers 'MasterClass' Content to Libraries

•
Paramount Terminates PRH Bid for S&S

•
The 10 Best Haruki Murakami Books

•
Freedom to Read Advocates Warn of Proposed ‘Book
Rating’ Bill in Texas, Rising Book Bans in Missouri

•
Charlesbridge Publishing Acquires Move Books

BESTSELLERS

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

SMITTEN KITCHEN KEEPERS: NEW

CLASSICS FOR YOUR FOREVER FILES

Deb Perelman. Knopf, $35 (320p) ISBN
978-0-593-31878-2

https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/email-subscriptions/index.html
https://admin.publishersweekly.com/pw/edition/pwat150.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/podcasts/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/podcasts/index.html
https://www.boom-studios.com/archives/stuff-of-nightmares-series-announcement/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/starred.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/starred.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/religion/article/90788-a-reconnection-for-religion-scholars-publishers.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/top100.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/tip-sheet/article/90010-10-overlooked-yet-essential-novels.html?consumer
https://best-books.publishersweekly.com/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/publisher-news/article/90978-appeal-in-prh-s-s-deal-in-doubt.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bookselling/article/90961-amazon-makes-cuts-to-its-book-group.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/publisher-news/article/90959-book-publishing-startups-in-the-u-s-2022.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/tip-sheet/article/67591-the-10-best-emily-dickinson-poems.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/book-deals/article/90953-book-deals-week-of-november-21-2022.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/90868-hoopla-offers-masterclass-content-to-libraries.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/industry-deals/article/90985-paramount-terminates-prh-bid-for-s-s.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/tip-sheet/article/63604-the-10-best-haruki-murakami-books.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/90956-freedom-to-read-advocates-warn-of-proposed-book-rating-bill-in-texas-rising-book-bans-in-missouri.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/90981-charlesbridge-publishing-acquires-move-books.html
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin


News
Obituaries
Book Deals
Financial Reporting
Page to Screen
Bookselling
Awards & Prizes
Publisher News
Comics
Business Deals
Shows & Events
Cooking
People
Religion
Audio Books
Manufacturing
Marketing
PW Tip Sheet
Licensing
U.S. Book Show

Reviews
Fiction
Mystery/Thriller
Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Horror
Romance/Erotica
Comics
Poetry
Inspirational Fiction
Nonfiction
Lifestyle
Religion
Children's
Web Exclusive
BookLife

Bestsellers
Bio & Autobio
Children's Frontlist
Fiction
Children's Picture
Books
Comics
Fantasy
Food & Drink
Hardcover Frontlist
Fiction
Hardcover Frontlist
Nonfiction
History & Poli-Sci
Mass Market Frontlist
Mystery
Religion Fiction
Religion Nonfiction
Romance
Science Fiction
Top 10 Overall
Trade Paper Frontlist

Children's
Authors
Book News
Industry News

Authors
Profiles
Interviews
Why I Write
BookLife

Announcements
Adult Announcements
Children's
Announcements
Religion Listings
On-Sale Calendar
Galley Talk

Digital
Devices
Copyright
Retailing
Conferences
Content / e-books
Apps
Digital Marketplace




The Roundup

International
Deals
News
Trade Shows
Frankfurt Book Fair
London Book Fair
Sharjah Book Fair
China Showcase
Translation Database




Job Zone
Job Moves

Opinion
ShelfTalker
Soapbox
Editorials
Common Core
Open Book

About Us | 
Contact Us | 
Submission Guidelines | 
FAQ | 
Subscriber Services | 
Advertising Info | 
Terms of Use | 
Privacy Policy | 
Do Not Sell | 
Calls for Info | 
Editorial Calendar |
Archives | 
Press |

© PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/Obituary/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/book-deals/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/financial-reporting/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/page-to-screen/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bookselling/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/awards-and-prizes/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/publisher-news/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/comics/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/industry-deals/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/trade-shows-events/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/cooking/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/people/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/religion/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/audio-books/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/manufacturing/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/publishing-and-marketing/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/tip-sheet/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/licensing/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/bea/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/fiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/mystery-thriller.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/sci-fi-fantasy-horror.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/romance-erotica.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/comics.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/poetry.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/inspirational-fiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/nonfiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/lifestyle.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/religion.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/childrens.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/web-exclusive/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/reviews/pw-select/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/bestsellers/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xbio.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/kidsfiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/kidspicture.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xgraphic.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xfantasyx.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xcookbooks.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/hardcoverfiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/HardcoverNonfiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xhistory.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/massmarket.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xmystery.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/ReligionFiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/ReligionNonfiction.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xromance.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/xscifi.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/top100.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/nielsen/tradepaper.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-authors/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-book-news/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/profiles/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/interviews/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/why-i-write/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/pw-select/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/adult-announcements/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/childrens-announcements/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/religion-listings/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/on-sale-calendar/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/galley-talk/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/devices/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/copyright/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/retailing/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/conferences/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/content-and-e-books/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/Apps/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/digital-marketplace/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/roundup/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/international-deals/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/international-book-news/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/trade-shows/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/Frankfurt-Book-Fair/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/london-book-fair/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/sharjah-book-fair/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/china-showcase/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/translation/home/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/jobzone/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/jobmoves/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/columns-and-blogs/index.html
http://blogs.publishersweekly.com/blogs/shelftalker/index.php
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/columns-and-blogs/soapbox/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/columns-and-blogs/editorials/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/columns-and-blogs/common-core/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/columns-and-blogs/openbook/index.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstvjyPvaC7jssgFGIgLo_QU555FQGFwx3rRZYnIaCr7rONDBWhqpxmoJx38gO1Px2BnyrfRCc0a8C6ksl-GFQIvzD2WkGlhhTDfI6u8vfDYl6kTd4Z0KPdbGFsllZrHghl9v6yEh1-_Bvg2QY15ecWM5yFUNICmBCpgtRezKLoo9og56vFhefACO8F9ZnLqpQgD2FSblWdj25PtGyrtr8XslzQwkDekoQohnR-BhvtXdTkc7ZbzyW0mb-J2OUgdW7wS0m42tvmkVQ3k-pt7ajZyi7zkH4Gr_kcsgcTz_Asz4eCjz2Q-MAKLPdQcCdo8OQ0kgpukLFvJaWXetx3goeHEYVmfpoer&sai=AMfl-YQy-wBenp7wIACbHmaciAgxgip7Xxj1GKpA9J_Dsj9vXpMPQ2hA2K5Cx8pt8kvxcytFLlFmxKs1uXYFHZ2ZVKAmReV-NrmUohGMUBgQmO0qWZehVNGqy-Cw02ap4OvxCQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzF7J7usMoo-R&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://www.lenoreborja.com
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/aboutus.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/contactus.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/submissionguidelines.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/faq.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/subscriberservices.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/event/item/51-mediakit.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/termsandconditions.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/privacypolicy.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/donotsell.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/calls-for-information/index.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/editorialcalendar.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/event/item/49-pw-archive-highlights.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/corp/press.html

