Postgraduate Studies in Psychology

Applying for honours

Applicants must follow these steps:

1. There are TWO separate applications which applicants must complete in order to be considered for the Honours in Psychology program at UCT:
		
1.1. An application to the university: Make an on-line application for study through the central UCT admissions office using the following link: http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/uct.ac.za/apply/forms/pg_application_form.pdf

1.2. An application to the department of psychology at UCT: Complete and return the departmental application form directly to the department by no later than 31 October of the year preceding study. Here is the link to the department application form
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Applications will not be considered unless both forms have been received and all required documentation, submitted. Applications should be submitted as a single PDF. The closing date for applications is the last day in October of the year preceding study. If examination results are not yet available, these will be secured by the University. Applicants from universities other than University of Cape Town should provide their student numbers on the application form.
Only successful candidates will be advised of the outcome of their applications by the second week in December. Successful candidates are required to confirm their acceptance in writing within one week


HONOURS IN PSYCHOLOGY - B.SOCSC (HONS)

Although useful in itself, the Psychology Honours degree also provides an essential bridge between the undergraduate programme and several specialised Masters programmes in the field of psychology.

With a UCT Honours degree in psychology, students can apply to do MA in Psychological Research or MA IN Neuropsycholgy or a Psychology Master’s degree by dissertation which at UCT is called an M. Soc Sc.  but you need to meet the admission requirements.
Students who wish to pursue a career in clinical psychology need an Honours degree in psychology in order to be eligible to apply for any professional training. This training happens at Master’s level through an MA (Clinical Psychology) both at UCT and at most other universities where it is offered.
Students who complete a UCT Psychology Honours programme will be well qualified to apply for this training either at UCT or anywhere in the country.

Admissions into Honours -. The minimum requirement is a Bachelor's degree with a Major in Psychology. The Department receives many more applications than the limited number of places we can offer in terms of staff, facilities and the high standards demanded by academic and professional requirements. ALL candidates are carefully considered and the screening process takes account not only of the total academic record, but also allows for consideration of individual cases in terms of the two criteria listed below.

1. Academic performance - A bachelor's degree with a major in Psychology (or equivalent number of modules in Psychology). As a general guideline, an upper second class pass in third-year level Psychology is a basic requirement. In addition, the general level of the entire academic transcript is considered, as well as the award of distinctions, honours and bursaries. Consistency in academic performance is important.

2. Equity - In line with the UCT mission of equity and excellence, the selection committee will deliberately seek to ensure that the class will reflect the diversity of talent available in the country.

Other achievements, such as previous employment, extra-curricular activities and similar activities do not play a role in the selection process.

Please Note: Rejection of candidates in a particular year need not necessarily imply that the Selection Committee is of the opinion that the candidates are unworthy of a place in the course, but rather that the available places have been filled by candidates who receive priority by virtue of their qualification.
The decision of the Selection Committee is final and no discussion or correspondence will be entered into after selection has taken place. The process is generally completed at the end of the second week in December.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 
Comprises six semester courses and a research project.

Compulsory courses

· Philosophical & Theoretical Issues in Psychology
· Research Methods in Psychology
· Statistics for Psychological Research

Elective courses

The remaining three courses may be selected from the list of electives set out below.

· Developmental Psychology
· Psychology and Law
· Neuropsychology
· Social Psychology of inequality
· The Critical Psychology of Gender 
· Affective Neuroscience
· Political Psychology
· Prevention Science
· Counselling Theory and Practice

*All of the above electives may not be on offer due to unavailability of staff 
























Applying for Masters degrees in Psychology

APPLYING FOR AN MA IN PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Applicants must follow these steps:

1. Make an on-line application for study through the central UCT admissions office     http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/uct.ac.za/apply/forms/pg_application_form.pdf
2.  Complete the application form, with the supporting documentation required, and submit it to  Rosalind Adams in the Department of Psychology by the last day in October of the year preceding study.
Applications will not be considered unless both forms have been received. The closing date for applications is the first Friday of December. If examination results are not yet available, these will be secured by the University.
Please note that students who obtain a final mark of 70% or more in the Honours programme may progress to the M.A. in Psychological Research Programme.
It is strongly recommended that students apply with a strong idea of which staff member will be supervising their thesis. The list of staff and their research interests can be found on the website  http://www.psychology.uct.ac.za/
 
APPLYING FOR AN MSOCSC IN PSYCHOLOGY

Applicants must follow these steps:

1. Make an on-line application for study through the central UCT admissions office   http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/uct.ac.za/apply/forms/pg_application_form.pdf
2. Applicants should read, complete and submit this application form to the department by no later than 31 October of the year preceding study.
It is strongly recommended that students apply with a strong idea of which staff member will be supervising their thesis. The list of staff and their research interests can be found on the website  http://www.psychology.uct.ac.za/

APPLYING FOR MA IN NEUROPSYCHOLOGY

Admission requirements:

(a) Faculty admission requirements as set out under Rule FM3 apply (see last page)
(b) Programme admission requirements:
     Neuropsychology Honours credit
Not less than 70% aggregate Honours mark and not less than 70% Neuropsychology Honours mark
    Suitability for neuropsychological clinical practice.
NB: “This new category of professional psychologist was created in 2011 .UCT’s  Neuropsychology degree was  approved by the Department of Higher Education and SAQA and was accredited by the HPCSA, pending promulgation of the scope of practice. UCT maintains that publication of Notice R704 finalised the accreditation of the programme.”
Applicants must follow these steps:
1. There are TWO separate applications which applicants must complete in order to be considered for the Masters in Neuropsychology  in Psychology Department at UCT: 

1.1.  An application to the university: Make an on-line application for study through the central UCT   admissions office http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/uct.ac.za/apply/forms/pg_application_form.pdf  
       1.2   An application to the department of psychology at UCT: Complete and submit the departmental application form to the department by no later than 31 October  of  the year preceding study. Here is the link to the department application form: 

2. Submit a motivational letter, Curriculum Vitae, transcript and two referee letters with your application without these your application will be considered incomplete.

Applying for a PhD in psychology

Applicants must follow these steps:
1. The first step in the process is to find a supervisor, and to obtain agreement from the supervisor regarding supervision of the research for the degree. When attempting to find a supervisor in the department, applicants are advised to submit a short (5 - 8 page) research proposal to staff members. The list of staff and their research interests can be found on the website   http://www.psychology.uct.ac.za/
2. The next step after securing a supervisor is to write to the PhD Convenor, A/ Prof. Kevin Thomas (Kevin.Thomas@uct.ac.za) with proof of agreement from a supervisor, a CV and the brief research proposal. This application will be considered by a Departmental Committee. Closing date for these applications is 30 May and 30 November each year.
3. Applicants must also apply to the University for the degree after securing a supervisor and being admitted to the department.
It is strongly recommended that students apply with a strong idea of which staff member will be supervising their thesis. The list of staff and their research interests can be found on the website  http://www.psychology.uct.ac.za/
- See more at: http://www.psychology.uct.ac.za/psy/apply/postgraduate


FM3 Admission requirements:

3.1  Except by permission of the Senate a person shall not be admitted as a candidate for the  degree unless he or she is an Honours graduate of the Faculty, or a graduate of this or another faculty or another university who holds a degree recognised by the Senate for this purpose.
3.2  The Honours degree, or its equivalent, normally shall be in the subject in which the candidate wishes to pursue his/her studies for the degree.
3.3  If the Honours degree has been taken in a combination of language subjects, a candidate may proceed to the MA degree in one of those subjects on the recommendation of the Head of the Department concerned and with the approval of the Faculty Board.
3.4  By permission of the Senate, on the recommendation of the Faculty Board and the Head of the Department concerned, a person may be admitted as a candidate for the Master’s degree after completing a three-year Bachelor’s degree. In such cases the Master’s degree shall not be awarded until at least two years after the completion of the Bachelor’s degree by virtue of which the student was accepted.
3.5  Unless otherwise specified, a candidate for the Master’s programme must achieve an average of not less than 60% in the Honours year to be accepted.
3.6  A person must comply with the admission requirements prescribed for the programmes for which he or she wishes to be admitted as a candidate.
3.7  On applying for admission to the Master’s degree by dissertation, each candidate shall submit a proposal for approval and must satisfy the Senate as to the suitability of his or her subject and the conditions under which it will be carried out.


[bookmark: _Hlk506355271]Postgraduate degree funding
Bursaries & scholarships
Merit awards
The primary and most substantial form of assistance for Honours, Masters & Doctoral students is granted on the basis of merit.
Merit awards are funded from a variety of sources, and the primary awards that are available to Honours Masters and Doctoral students are applied for via the NRF and MRC. (See/Click Research Scholarships.)
Students should also please refer to the NRF Website - www.nrf.ac.za. 
University-sourced merit awards can be applied for only by students who have applied to the NRF. For application procedures see/click on UCT Merit and Need awards.
South African applicants for UCT Merit and Needs- Based awards are required to complete 2019 UCT (Form 10A) Application for Financial Assistance for South African & Permanent Residents Postgraduate (Honours, Master's & Doctoral) students Closing date: 31 October 2019. Continuing students applying for renewal are required to complete UCT Form 10B.
International and Refugee Students are required to complete UCT Form 10C.
2019 Applications For International/Refugee Scholarships For Postgraduate Full-Time (Honours, Masters & Doctoral) Students Applications are open and will close 31 July 2019.Continuing International and Refugee students applying for renewal are required to complete Form 10F. 
Each December individual Faculties make merit awards to graduating students who have performed exceptionally well. The academic departments identify recipients, and an application form for this category of award is not required.
Please refer to Booklet No.14 Financial Assistance, etc for full details.
Links for the above
http://www.students.uct.ac.za/students/study/handbooks/current

http://www.students.uct.ac.za/students/fees-funding/postgraduate-degree-funding/bursaries-scholarships/merit-need-awards

http://www.students.uct.ac.za/students/fees-funding/postgraduate-degree-funding/faq/UCT-merit-need-awards


