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The African Union (AU) and Regional  Economic
Communities (RECs) have faci l itated numerous
peace agreements in intrastate confl icts since
they init iated the joint African Peace & Security
Architecture (APSA) in 2002. But most agreements
col lapse instead of being implemented. Peace
agreements often col lapse for reasons that are
beyond the control  of external  sponsors.  However,
to render their  peace-making efforts more
sustainable,  the AU and RECs must improve their
abi l ity to support the implementation of
agreements that are faci l itated by their
mediators.  
Peace Studies l iterature shows that third parties
can support implementation through continued
mediation,  guarantees and monitoring.  AU pol icies
recognise the importance of implementation
support,  but how the APSA bui lding blocks use
mediation,  guarantees and monitoring to support
implementation in practice must yet be
systematical ly researched to inform policy making
and peace-making interventions.
Presenting key f indings from a new PeaceRep
Report,  I  wi l l  outl ine how the AU, IGAD and SADC
supported the implementation of framework
agreements for transit ions in Kenya,  South Sudan
and Zimbabwe. Furthermore,  I  wi l l  present an
agenda to comparatively research (1)  the
implementation support practices of APSA
building blocks,  (2) the design of Implementation
Monitoring Mechanisms and (3) public perceptions
of implementation processes that may affect
whether agreements col lapse or succeed in
init iating a transit ion towards the consol idation of
peaceful  societal  relations.
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