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A house, a car and an education? Angola’s
emerging middle class under conditions of
capitalismo selvagem

In this talk, Jess Auerbach will be drawing on her book From Water to Wine:
Becoming Middle Class in Angola (University of Toronto Press, 2020) to
explore class and social stratification in contemporary Angola. She argues
that in the context of post-Cold War and post-civil war economic
development, conventional tools and metrics are ill-equipped for the analysis
of class and social stratification in countries where the social, historic and
economic realities are so complex. Instead, she calls for human-eye views of
material transtormation and ideological shifts, using ‘capitalismo selvagem’
(wild capitalism) as a theoretical and conceptual entry.
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Kindness: Stories of everyday heroism from the South
African pandemic (BK Publishing, 2021). She s
currently working on her third monograph Capricious
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