
04 October 12:45 pm - 2 pm SAST
Location: CSSR Seminar Room, Leslie Social
Sciences Building, University of Cape Town

HOSTED BY:  The Inst i tute for  Democracy ,  C i t izenship

and Publ ic  Pol icy  in  Afr ica was establ ished in 2017 to

conduct  research into the factors that  strengthen

and susta in democracy across Afr ica .  I t  is  dedicated

to the cr i t ica l  reexaminat ion of  democracy in  Afr ica

and the development of  Afr ica-centr ic  theory through

systemat ic  empir ica l  research and a cr i t ica l

engagement with scholarship on other parts  of  the

world.

Assoc ia te  Pro fessor
Jess  Auerbach

In  th is  ta lk ,  Jess  Auerbach wi l l  be drawing on her book From Water  to Wine:

Becoming Middle Class in  Angola (Univers i ty  of  Toronto Press ,  2020)  to

explore c lass and socia l  strat i f icat ion in  contemporary Angola .  She argues

that  in  the context  of  post-Cold War and post-c iv i l  war  economic

development ,  convent ional  tools  and metr ics  are i l l -equipped for  the analys is

of  c lass and socia l  strat i f icat ion in  countr ies  where the socia l ,  h istor ic  and

economic real i t ies  are so complex.  Instead,  she ca l ls  for  human-eye v iews of

mater ia l  t ransformat ion and ideologica l  shi f ts ,  us ing ‘capi ta l ismo selvagem’

(wi ld  capita l ism)  as a  theoret ica l  and conceptual  entry .

A house, a car and an education? Angola’s
emerging middle class under conditions of

capitalismo selvagem

Jess  Auerbach is  an anthropologist  work ing here at

UCT ’s  graduate school  of  business where she directs

the MPhi l  in  Inc lus ive Innovat ion.  She holds a  PhD from

Stanford and an MSc from Oxford.  Jess was recent ly

awarded a P rat ing from the Nat ional  Research

Foundat ion,  is  an Iso Lomso Fel low at  the Ste l lenbosch

Inst i tute of  Advanced Study,  and a Research Associate

at  the Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia ,  Santa Cruz.  She has

conducted long-term ethnographic  research in  Angola ,

Braz i l ,  and Maur i t ius  and is  the author of  numerous

art ic les  and two books ,  From Water  to Wine:  Becoming

Middle Class in  Angola (U Toronto,  2020)  and Archive of

K indness:  Stor ies of  everyday heroism from the South

Afr ican pandemic (BK Publ ishing,  2021) .  She is

current ly  work ing on her th ird monograph Capr ic ious

Connect ions:  the story  of  an Afr ican undersea cable

system. 
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