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HOSTED BY:  The Inst i tute for  Democracy ,  C i t izenship

and Publ ic  Pol icy  in  Afr ica was establ ished in  2017 to

conduct  research into the factors  that  strengthen

and susta in democracy across Afr ica .  I t  is  dedicated

to the cr i t ica l  reexaminat ion of  democracy in  Afr ica

and the development of  Afr ica-centr ic  theory through

systemat ic  empir ica l  research and a cr i t ica l

engagement with scholarship on other parts  of  the

world.

Presenter :
P ro f .  T im  Mur i th i

Elect ions in  Afr ica are compet i t ive in  nature and can be manipulated by incumbents to

extend and entrench their  ru le  through changes to const i tut ions ,  int imidat ion of

opponents ,  excess use of  pol ice force and,  in  some cases ,  assass inat ions of  d iss ident

voices.  Ethnic  c leavages are a lso explo i ted by contestants  to inc i te  and mobi l ize

unsuspect ing masses to pursue their  e lectora l  ambit ions which can lead to pol i t ica l

instabi l i ty .  In  many Afr ican countr ies ,  v io lence before ,  dur ing and after  e lect ions has

become a regrettable norm rather than the except ion.  The funct ion of  transi t ional  just ice

is  to address the legacy of  human r ights  atroc i t ies ,  pol i t ica l  v io lence and societa l  harm

result ing from pr ior  misrule or  v io lent  conf l ic ts ,  wi th a  v iew to establ ish ing fa ir ,

democrat ic  and inc lus ive societ ies .  This  book interrogates the potent ia l  intersect ion

between transi t ional  just ice and e lectora l  processes.  The imperat ive to address h istor ica l

in just ices perpetrated by v io lence,  conf l ic t  and entrenched by socio-pol i t ica l  impunity ,  can

in i t iate prevent ive measures against  e lectora l  v io lence through redress ,  accountabi l i ty  and

inst i tut ional  reforms.  The contr ibutors to th is  t imely  volume have engaged with country

case studies from across Afr ica ,  in  interrogat ing the nexus between e lect ions ,  v io lence and

transi t ional  just ice in  Afr ica .  
 

 

Elections, Violence and Transitional Justice in Africa 

Professor T im Muri th i ,  Research Associate ,  UCT Inst i tute

for  Democracy ,  C i t izenship and Publ ic  Pol icy  in  Afr ica ;

Extraordinary Professor ,  Secur i ty  Inst i tute for  Governance

and Leadership in  Afr ica ,  Facul ty  of  Mi l i tary  Sc ience,

Univers i ty  of  Ste l lenbosch,  Extraordinary Professor of

Afr ican Studies ,  Centre for  Afr ican Studies ,  Univers i ty  of

Free State ;  Head,  Peacebui ld ing Intervent ions Programme

at the Inst i tute for  Just ice and Reconci l iat ion,  prev iously

Claude Ake V is i t ing Professor ,  Department of  Peace and

Conf l ict  Research,  Uppsala Univers i ty ,  Sweden.  Author and

editor  of  12 books inc luding:  The Afr ican Union:  Pan-

Afr icanism,  Peacebui ld ing and Development (Ashgate) ;  The

Ethics  of  Peacebui ld ing (Edinburgh Univers i ty  Press) ;

Judic ia l  Imper ia l ism:  The Pol i t ic isat ion of  Internat ional

Cr iminal  Tr ibunals  ( Jacana) ;  edi tor  Rout ledge Handbook of

Afr ica ’s  Internat ional  Relat ions (Rout ledge) .
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