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Using South Africa as a starting point, the conference explores the contradictory possibilities of the

public sphere in post-repressive, postcolonial contexts.




Paradoxes of the
Postcolonial Public Sphere:
South African Democracy
at the Crossroads

Using South Africa as a starting point, this conference
seeks to explores the contradictory possibilities of

the public sphere in post-repressive, postcolonial
contexts. It calls for papers on South Africa but also
seeks comparative investigations of the relationship

of public deliberation and democracy. While the focus
is on contemporary public spheres, the conference is
interested in processes of transition and the significance
of the legacies of former repressive conditions.
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Paradoxes of the Postcolonial
Public Sphere: South African
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N
00

800¢
NVl

o8
=

PARADOXES OF THE

<onferance Anncuncement

A Ragaarch Confernca mnd Linkad
Fulblic Progenmme:

Emarging finm fhe dectaistal tavee of sparthoid,
e e South Mru rotder Corgicunusly Conritied
et to publi crvierafion ond dabque. Tt South
AP can corstitBnn fad pukad conatcn
mawidtaly in o nuebis of o Stite st
imtrtubors. ¥ the Gendar Cormmasoen and Buinan
Taghts Comerisaan scught i dasend the ngres of
ommpanxmmwb&l& The South Affican
Brmad setized appaTrty Rgoms
mm&smmtmmlrv

Howevey 2 ecads after the poliacel ranstior, ihese
Sttt CEmEOnants. 71 1he ki e arg
RASRSUANTG pubic debieaton w1 pirticulan wags,
Promating cera ideas, ﬂrm:nnq Tthers and
wokas. &t the
aned g dique conteus sutyde e Ofielnad pub%
sabeos 12 st of aker ke sies.

South Afis'y namm s Bilh & moverml o
stiftni

mwbv'“ﬂy -mmmwmrml‘«ikmq
of pobbe ickaie. Aade mk shows, sioo, souy
cparas, calohiity magazines, and soccee fandom are
gy ¥ i aaed pubes Begeient whas seres
am they pubic, smd car such fanims ofler qafty
&ngagament? Ara these forums in fack ses of
b wnerprel1ice 35 wah pOgaii Culiad
anatyn surgests Y in thie nems madia, atee e
{ciiitation of pebbe gekata i LUdersiood 1o be
golisional mo(mnu; w0 GRS X5 10 11

Thes Basaasch Combumncs

Mw:mmﬂmaﬁmﬁmﬂa.mmm
Teftowirs $remes:
Doenan of thad SO AN Fubhe S such 3.

-sporsared publc febdte
ecarcekrial Qublic scicee; rtiinties of putlic
e, antf the Lrsveersitien:

’W PuBAC S0 St Adamathap Foaet of
Pubdt Dievberacn, lmmmu'e e cmwxd

,adm-m.m“ Mwmwe S, s, -
anth 1 the electroric medi, o e cordition:
e which such s emerge ard flounsh o
fhsenier and coipee

Mehsdred puaHC SobeEs as Siemsetves bes, of

et O i o 1k shioms, Gorhng horns
and meysietiers,

i, ppiion (ages,
cormerqary and ediorials; tha offects of i neor
e ivitial wigbdny,

Clatiora!

LB 00 U Comples ks s vish The tetrgen,
of “munag briiel and wodition am regotisted

ks e D Tt ERTK By B0 SeRE DI~
8 g it mecha a3 cormmErRStors, oumsts and public oo
intsitecnak, e who & auchaoed and skencod?

A Besnarch Cande Public

Univarsity of the WMwasarsTand im assoclxion with tha Plattoren Lstweon purhic deleration, Bhe cpmation. of

Fsr Pt Diaboation democacy, hmmv:rl:rdnnummpuwdlm

) [ 1 S 3 363 TG i, s corarancs s e S e
ol the pubbC gihens S, (O
- mulmndklﬂwnﬂ!mmﬂ'kiﬂmm;mm

£a Tyt ewutigations ot e suatonsh of publc dedeneon and

ooy While hehusnom:muuwyuw(ﬂ*m the N

corrierence i3 nizreed of South A4 s narminally a sezuar soaety i realty; The febiic Progremene

i et of 4T Ot condiiors, hewsver 3 sigeeficarn pant o 5 gubuc Tte &

comivted by refgious rganisstion and gr actie
e more informae on weit: S 63 s0cn rous ke of debate imerect vt
A, il LT OATIONS. 1) broader Srms of polzical actity? How 6o
i X corstittivnsl gurmreees of seculee democracy
| ) ! 7o okl Leroie on +2 r|1|?1n$ R ora ol ey

C R 0 S S R 0 ‘ I D S P —

T Pubie Pogramme, bresah focused amund tese

i TG i CMpr 2 sens of anad

i raiony wvheng kol and insenstnnsl i
ned ad

These conracbetiore of the mublic zphers e By o SO MU AR AcTreists, 56 vl as avhibsiaors sod
PEANS MO A SET AR PRSI AT prsformances, 2wl rust sboeguiis the ewesms
- bl cuef e tresn — e Eanlien Burope Gein Conference.
Hmer £a, AF A Souh S5a Hastrate squnsient
AL 0F the $1506 CATNQIENS iTS CR.74 Shough
Hiudieny nubdic debere. Crow Lutting these
Erocesias am 1he forces of camumensm,
o, $ b5t K

Under arh Crrumessnrr, queshrs of My role
cafberation in democra.y and i elaban w ihe
aetion uf Clizerehi 3@ Tuowh 14 shavp sl
Equaly rumtians of counterpubic phems am
bk mafizes; LI e s of 1 Hhay ramare
By o4 ttings g £ o rsen? Ty e orskrine iy
state xe¥ 40 capture s ahizerry ivestigetan of
iy paratioees of the South Afncan public sphar
;2R gkl VAT ] (R

political interpretation as much popular cultural analysis
suggests? In the news media, where the facilitation

of public debate is understood to be a professional
responsibility, who gains access to the media as
commentators, columnists and public intellectuals, and
who is excluded and silenced?

Emerging from the dictatorial terror of apartheid, the
new South African order conspicuously committed itself
to public deliberation and dialogue. The South African
constitution made public consultation mandatory in a
number of domains. State-established institutions like
the Gender Commission and Human Rights Commission
sought to defend the rights of citizens to participate in
public life. The South African Broadcasting Commission set  South Africa is nominally a secular society. In reality,
itself apparently rigorous standards of public accountability.  however, a significant part of its public life is dominated
However, a decade after the political transition, these by religious organisation and practice. How do such
state-convened components of the public sphere are religious forms of debate intersect with broader forms
orchestrating public deliberation in particular ways, of political activity? How do constitutional guarantees
promoting certain ideas, dampening others and muting  of secular democracy interact with religious and other
critical voices. At the same time deliberation and forms of cultural interpretation, notably those termed
critigue continues outside the officialised public sphere  “traditional”?

in a host of alternative sites.

WWW.PUBLIC-CONVERSATIONS.ORG.ZA

to the exertion of citizenship are thrown into sharp
relief. Equally questions of counter-public- sphereare
problematized. Can these exist or are they romantic

These contradictions of the public sphere are by no illusions, at times upheld and used by the postcolonial

South Africa’s transition was both a movement to
democracy and a shift into a rapidly globalizing world,
marked by highly consumerized and mediatised

forms of public debate. Radio talk shows, sit coms,
soap operas, celebrity magazines, and soccer fandom
are sites of animated public engagement. In what
senses are they public, and can such forums offer
quality engagement? Are these forums in fact sites of

means unique to South Africa. Post-repressive regimes —

both old and new — across Eastern Europe, Latin America,

Africa and South Asia illustrate equivalent processes of
the state capturing its citizens through officializing public
debate. Cross cutting these processes are the forces of
consumerism, mediatisation and religious and cultural
organization. Under such circumstances, questions of
the role of deliberation in democracy and in relation

state itself to capture its citizenry? Investigation of the
paradoxes of the South African public sphere invite global
contextualization and comparison.
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‘There have been
chilling signs across
M the last decade of
| substantial silencing,
Conference Program inserted into The Weekender o « A Se|f-5i|encing and
26.01.2008 et 1 evasion’

paradoxes of the Postcolonial Public
sphere: South African Democracy at
the Crossroads

‘To engage In
critique 1s to
take risk as it
almost always
iInvolves power,
with critique -
coming from

those who are
less powerful,
directed at
those who are
more powerful’

‘Every citizen bears

a weighty ethical
responsibility to engage in
active deliberation’

I Platform for Public Deliberation

W Constitution of Public Intellectual Life Research Project
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE
PARA XES OF THE
POSTCOLONIAL PUBLIC SPHERE:
SOUTH AFRICAN DEMOCRACY AT THE CROSSROADS
TUESDAY 29 JANUARY 2008
ORIGINS CENTRE, YALE ROAD, WITS UNIVERSITY
28 - 31 JANUARY 2008 CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE CONSTITUTION OF @
COUNTER PUBLIC SPHERES
MONDAY 28 JANUARY 2008 When: 8.30am
Where: Lecturé room, first floor
REGISTRATION What: Graeme Reid delivers a plenary address and 7achie Achmat chairs a panel
When: 3pm -~ 3.30pm on public debate within civil society
Where: Education centre, ground floor
TEA
TEA When: 11am
When: 3.30pm -~ 4pm Where: Education centre
Where: Education centré
RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE @
ORCHESTRATING DEBATE: MEDIA AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE When: 11:30am
When: 4pm - 6pm Where: Lecturé room, first floor
Where: Lecturé room, first floor What: Abdutkader Tayob chairs this session on the ways in which rationality,
What;  Professor Tawane Kupe chairs a media panel. belief and tradition aré negotiated in postcolonial settings.
NIGHT OF THE COLUMNISTS @ LUNCH
When: 6.30pm When: 1pm
Where: Upstairs Galiery, followed by Tapestry room/south verandah, Museum Where: Education centre, ground floor
south end, lower level \
conference: Carolyn Hamilton
poldest columnists PUBLIC DELIBERATION AND UNCEF\’TAIN CITIZENSHIP
Brink When: 2pm '
Where: lLecturé room, first floor
hosted with the HSRC on public
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When: 4pm

Where: Lecture room, first floor
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WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY 2008

UNCHARTED SPAC
When:

ES OF PUBLIC DELIBERATION
8.30am
Where:

Lecture foom, first floor
What: Joyce Nyairo gj

. b
i ic deliberation, and Sarah Nuttall
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PUBLIC LIFE AND VISUAL DRAMATIC CULTURE @

When: 1 1.30am

Where: Lecture room, first floor

What: Jyot Mistry Chairs g
theatre to publ

LUNCH
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Where:

Session on the contribution of cinema and
ic deliberation.

Tpm
Education centre

PUBLIC PERFORMERS OF WISDOM AND AFFECT
When: 2pm

Where: Lecture foom, first floor

What: Leon de Kock chairs 3 Session on the writer as
public inteliectuai.

TEA

When: 3.30pm

Where:

Education centre

DISSIDENTS OF THE POPULAR REALM @
When: 6pm
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Maverickg Shacks and drinks afterwardg on the
DJ Ben

lic Deliberation ) h Project
-Piatffch\ t]icgrrt f)l:‘bPublic Intellectual Life Researc
Il Constitu






