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Date of birth: 30 May 1961
Nationality: South African

Academic qualifications

1981: B.A. (cum laude) Stellenbosch University. Majors: Economics, Sociology and Political
Philosophy.

1983: Honours Soc.Sci. (first class) University of Cape Town.

1984: M.A. (Social Science) University of Natal, Durban. Thesis entitled “Like Chalk and
Cheese: An Analysis of Two KwaZulu Development Corporation Projects in Natal”.
Supervisor: Jill Nattrass.

1985: M.Sc. (Development Economics) University of Oxford, United Kingdom. Short
dissertation entitled “Bargaining with Mining Multinationals: The Case of Namibia”.
Supervisor and tutor: Keith Griffin.

1991: D.Phil. (Economics) University of Oxford, United Kingdom. Thesis entitled ‘“Wages,

Profits and Apartheid”. Supervisor: Andrew Glyn. Examiners: Frances Stewart and John
Sender.

Scholarships, fellowships, awards, etc

1980 - 1981: Merit Scholarships from Stellenbosch University for results obtained in 1979 and
1980.

1982 - 1983: Human Sciences Research Council bursaries to do Honours and Masters.
1984: Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford. This was extended for three years study.

1986: Institute for Research Development Doctoral Merit Scholarship. This was renewed for a
second year.

1993: Southern African Research Fellowship to Yale University (also a Visiting Fellow in the
Economics Department at Yale).

1999: Visiting Fellow in the Economics Department and the Program on Ethics, Politics and
Economics at Yale (January — June), and Oppenheimer fellow at Oxford University
(September — November).
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2000: Alan Pifer Research Award (shared with Jeremy Seekings) for work on inequality and
welfare in South Africa

2001: Distinguished Teachers Award (for my teaching of undergraduate macroeconomics).
2002: Visiting Professor in Economics at Yale.
2002: Elected to the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSA)

2005: Oppenheimer Fellowship to Oxford (Michaelmas term, 2005). Gave a series of lectures on
South Africa’s history and political economy.

2005: Winner of the University of Cape Town book award (for ‘The Moral Economy of AIDS in
South Africa’, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2004).

2006: Rice Family Fellow to Yale College (Spring semester, 2006).

2007: Visiting Professor in the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale.

2007-2017: Editorial Board of African Affairs.

2008: Winner of the 2008 South African Universities Vice-Chancellor Association/ Bill
Venter/Altron Award (best social science book in South Africa) for (for ‘The Moral

Economy of AIDS in South Africa’, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2004).

2008: Appointed to the World Bank/UNAIDS Economics Reference Group (to advise the
UNAIDS Secretariat and the World Bank on economic aspects of AIDS).

2009: Visiting Professor in the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale (fall
semester)

2010: Visiting Professor in the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs at Yale (fall semester).
2011-2018: Editorial Advisory Board of the journal: The Sociology of Health and IlIness.
2011: Visiting Professor in the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs at Yale (fall semester).
2012: Visiting Professor in the Jackson Institute for Global Affairs at Yale (fall semester).
2014: Winner of the 2014 UCT Book Prize for The AIDS Conspiracy: Science Fights Back

2015, 2017 and 2019 (Fall semesters): Henry Hart Rice Visiting Professor of African Studies at
the Macmillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale University.

2017-: Editorial Advisory Board of Development Southern Africa



Academic positions

1983 (March - December): Temporary Junior Lecturer in the Department of Sociology,
University of Natal Pietermaritzburg.

1985/6 (September - June): Part-time Lecturer in the Department of Sociology and Politics at the
University College of Galway, Ireland. Tutor in the Department of Economics at the
same institution.

1986/7 (October - May): Employed by the Higher Education Development Corporation of the
Republic of Ireland to teach courses on development and South African politics in the
Department of Ethics and Politics at the University College of Dublin and in the
Department of Sociology and Politics at the University College of Galway.

1987 (September - December): Temporary Lecturer in the Department of Economics at the
Oxford Polytechnic (now known as Oxford Brooks University).

1988 (January - April): Researcher in the Development Studies Unit at the University of Natal
Durban.

1988 (April) - 1991 (September): Researcher in the Research Unit for the Sociology of
Development, University of Stellenbosch.

1991 (October) — 2014 (June): School of Economics. Promoted to Associate Professor in July
1996, and to Full Professor in July 1999.

2001: Founding Director of the Centre for Social Science Research (UCT) — January 2005

2002: Director of the AIDS and Society Research Unit, in the Centre for Social Science
Research (UCT) — present.

2014 (July) — 2016 December. Professor in the Centre for Social Science Research (with
teaching responsibilities in the Department of Sociology.

2017 (January): Professor in the School of Economics (50% appointment). Co-director of the
Institute for Communities and Wildlife in Africa (iCWild) at UCT (starting June 2016).
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Nattrass, N. 2000. “Wage-setting strategies and Minimum Wages in Decentralised
Regions: the Case of the Clothing Industry in Phuthaditjhaba, South Africa” in
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, vol.24, no.4.

Nattrass, N. and J. Seekings. 2001. “A Divided Nation: Distribution in Post-Apartheid
South Africa”, in Daedalus, vol. 130, no.1: 45-70.

Nattrass, N. 2001. “High Productivity Now: A Critique of South Africa’s Growth
Strategy”, in Transformation, no.45: 1-24.

Nattrass, N. and J. Seekings. 2001. “Democracy and Distribution in Highly Unequal
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