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T h e  a p p e a l  o f  P a u l o  F r e i r e t s  w r i t i n g s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g e s t

f o r  p e o p l e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  w a y  b e y o n d  a n  o p p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  s t a t e

e d u c a t i o n .  E i s  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h o s e  i n  S A  w h o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h

c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  p e o p l e ' s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r a b l , e .

Smanga l i so  Mkha tshwa  summar i sed  th i s  appea l  i n  h i s  Keyno te

A d d r e s s  a t  t h e  r N a t i o n a l  C o n s u l t a t i v e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  C r i s i s  i n

E d u c a t i o n r ,  h e l d  a t  W i t s  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 5 ,  w h e r e  t h e

m o v e m e n t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s l o g a n  ' P e o p l e ' s  E d u c a t i o n  f o r

P e o p ] e  '  s  P o w e r r  w a s  l a u n c h e d :

rF rom the  i nhe ren t  a rnb i ve lence  o f  educa t i on ,  name ly  i t s

c a p a c i t y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  l e a s t  d e t e r r n i n e d  i n  m a n ,  a s

w e l L  a s  t o  p r o g r a N n e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  t h i s ,  p a u l o  F r e i r e  d e r i v e s

w h a l  I  t h i n k  i s  h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t h e s i s :  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o

n e u t r a l "  e d u c a t i o n .  E d u c a t i - o n  i s  e i t h e r  f o r  d o m e s t i c a t i o n  o r

f r e e d o m .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  c u s t o m a r i l y  c o n c e i v e d  a s  a

c o n d i t i o n i n g  p r o c e s s ,  e d u c a t i o n  c a n  e q u a l l y  b e  a n  i n s t r u m e n t

o f  d e c o n d i t i o n i n g .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y

capab le  o f  know ing  wha t  cond i t i ons  the rn ,  capab le  o f  re f l ec t i ng

o n  t h e i r  a c t i o n  a n d  b e h a v i o r .  '  ( I )

F r a i  z o r  c  l . h n r r n h +  n r a ,, - - u r U " =  a  b e a c o n  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n s t r u c t

a L t e r n a t i v e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  M o s t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  g i v e

d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e l u s i v e  q u e s t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a L  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t

c o m b i n e  p r o c e s s e s  f o s t e r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  g r o r . r t h ,  ( p a r t i c u l - a r 1 y

a m o n g s t  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e  d i s p o s s e s s e d ,  t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  t h e  w o r k i n g

c l a s s )  t . o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  s u b s t a n t i a L  p o l i t i c a l  e f f i c a c y  ( o r

r e v o f  u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l , .  )

F r e i r e ' s  c r i t i q u e  o f  e s t a b l j , s h e d  s c h o o l i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a s



o p p r e s s L v e  a n d  t e c h n i c i s t  c o i n c i d e s  w i L h  a  g r o w i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  r e c e n t  t i m e s  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m a s s

s c h o o l i n g ,  a n d  i n  S A  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  r e p r e s s i v e ,  e l  j . t i s t

a n d  s e g r e g a t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  T h e  w o r s t  f e a t u r e s  o f

p r e v a i l i n g  p e d a g o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  i m a g i n a t i v e l y  e n c a p s u l - a t e d

i n  F r e i r e r s  n o t i o n  o f  ' b a n k i n g  e d u c a t i o n t ,  a n d  t h i s  c r i t i q u e

c o i n c i d e s  i n  b r o a d  o u t l j . n e  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  h u r n a n i s t ,  r a d i c a l  a n d

s o m e  s o c j . a l i s t  c r i t i q u e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o o l i n g  t h a t  h a v e

e m e r g e d  s i n c e  t h e  l - a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  c a p i t a l i s t  w o r l d .

T h e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  v i e w  o f  F r e i r e r s  w o r k  a m o n g s t  m a n y  p r o g r e s s i v e

e d u c a t i o n i s t s  i s  t h a t  F r e i r e ' s  w o r k  h a s  s p e c i a l  a p p e a l  ,  h o w e v e r ,

i n  t h a t  i t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c a u l d r o n  o f  T h i r d  W o r l d

s t r u g g l e ,  i n  t h e  f i g h t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  a n d  I a t t e r l y  A f r i c a n

I e f t  a g a i n s t  l - o c a I  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y

p e o p l e ,  a n d  h a s  a n  i r n m e d i a c y  a n d  e f f i c a c y  w h i c h  t h e  c r i t i q u e s  o f

B r i t i s h  a n d  U S A  a c a d e m i c s  l a c k ;  t h a t  h i s  u r g e n t  h u m a n i s r n  s h o w s  a

w a y  b e y o n d  t h e  d r y  s t r u c t u r a l i s n  o f  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s , a n d  r e c e n t l - y

h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  a s  s h o w i n g  a  r o u t e  o u t  o f  t h e  a r i d  r e l a t : , v r s m

o f  p o s t - s t r u c E u r a l i s t .  d i s c o u r s e .  ( F r e i r e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  t h i s

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  v / r i t i n g  t h a t  h e  t b e g a n  a s  a  m a n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  w o r l d

E o  e l a b o r a t e  n o t  a  m e c h a n i c a l -  m e t h o d  . . . .  b u t  a n  e d u c a t i o n a - L

t h e o r y  g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  w o r n b  o f  t h e  ' c u l t u r e  o f  s i l e n c e

i t s e l - f  r ) . ( 2 )  F r e i r e  i s  t h u s  s o m e t i m e s  s e e n  t o  o f f e r  a  w a y  p a s t

t h e  r a c a d e m i c '  c r i t i q u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c a p i t a r i s t  s o c i e t y  l r h i c h

a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  a c c o u n t . s  a n d  a n a l y s e s  o f  c h e  l o g i c  a n d  j " o g i s c i c s

o f  d o m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  L a c k  ' a  l a n g u a g e  o f  p o s s i b i L i t y '  a n d

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t r a n s f o r m a t j , o n .  ( 3 )  I n  F r e i r e ' s  n o t i o n s  o f



r d i a l o g i c a l r  o r  r p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g '  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o
' c o n s c j . e n t i z a t i o n r  i s  s e e n  t o  I i e  a  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  f o r

p r o g r e s s i v e ,  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  e f f e c t j . v e  e d u c a t i o n a _ l -

p r a c t i c e s .  P r e i r e ' s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c o n t r i b u c e  J . s  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l -

t op i c ,  however ,  as  Roger  Da le  has  po in ted  ou t .  DaLe  says  tha r

unsuccess fu l  a t tempts  to  imp l -enen t  F re i rean  p rog ranmes  on  a  l a rge

sca le  have  shown  tha t  wh i l e  t he re  may  be  ' space '  f o r  j . nd i v idua l -

a c t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  t i t  c a n n o t  b e  a s s u m e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  a c h i e v e  a

s o c j . e t a l  d i m e n s i o n , '  ( 4 )

T h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  a  m o r e  d e t a i . l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  F r e i r e ' s

w o r k ,  t h r o u g h  b o t h  a  c r i t i c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  h i s  w r i . t i n g s  a n d  t h r o u g h

a  c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  F r e i r e a n  p e d a g o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I t  w j . l - l  b e

a rgued  tha t  a t  t he  subs tan t i ve  ]eve l  o f  cons t ruc t i ng  p rac t i ces  i . n

a n d  a r o u n d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  s o u t h  A f r i c a ,  F r e i r e r s  w o r k  d o e s  n o t  h a v e

m u c h  t o  o f f e r ,  b e y o n d  t h e ,  t o  u s  o b v i o u s ,  a s s e r t l o n  t h a t

educa t i on  i s  no t  neu t ra ] ,  I I i s  wor th  rema ins  a t  a  rhe to r i ca l

I e v e l ,  i t  i s  a r g u e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  g u i d e  f o r  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t

p r a c t i c e "  I n  c r i t i c i s r n  o f  h i s  w o r k ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  i s  f o r c e d  t o

c o n s i d e r  w i t h  g r e a t e r  c a r e  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a n d

c o n s t r a l n t s  u p o n  a  m o v e  t o w a r d s  ' p e o p ] e ' s  E d u c a t i o n '  i n  t h e  S o u t h

A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t .

FREIRE I S PEDAGOGY

T h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  ' b a n k i n g  e d u c a t i o n r  a n d  ' e d u c a t  j . o n  f o r

d o m e s t i c a t i o n '  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r e i r e  c h a r a c t e r i . s e  p r e v a i l i n g

teach ing  app roaches  as  be ing  p remised  on  a  h i -e ra rch i ca l  mode l .  o f



pedagogy  wh ich  sees  teach ing  as  cu l tu ra l  t r ansn iss ion '  assumes  a

g i v e n  b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e / c u l - t u r e ,  a n d  s e e s  f e a r n e r s  a s  l a r g e l y

i g n o r a n t  ' e m p t y  v e s s e l s ' .  I n  F r e i r e r s  t e r m s '  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f

e d u c a t i o n  ' w h e t h e r  v a l . u e s  o r  e m p i r i c a l  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  r e a l i t y r  a r e

' l i f e l e s s  a n d  p e t r i f i e d ' ,  t h e  l e a r n e r s  a r e  ' p a s s i v e  r e c e p t a c l e s r  '

The  teacher  !makes  depos i t s '  wh ich  the  s tuden ts  pa t i en t l y

rece i ve .  The  l ea rne r  i s  ran  empty  rn ind  pass i ve l y  oPen  to  the

recep t i on  o f  depos i t s  o f  rea l . i t y  f  r o rn  the  wor ld  ou ts ide "  The

e f f e c t  o f  ' b a n k i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e

t d o m i n a n t  m i n o r i t y '  b y  m a k i n g  t h e  t d o m i n a t e d .  m a j o r i t y '  p a s s i v e

and  adap ted  to  the  wor ld  wh ich  the  oPPresso rs  con t ro l .  ( 5 )

w i thou t  exp lo r i ng  the  dynan ics  o f  t h j . s  mode l  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  i t

can  be  sa id  to  co inc ide  b road ly  a t  a  desc r iP t i ve  1eve I ,  bu t  w i th

d i ve rgences  and  d i f f e rences  o f  e rnphas i s  a t  an  ana ly t i ca l  1eve1 ,

w i th  a  l a rge  body  o f  c r i t i caL  theo ry  i n  educa t i on .  Th i s  i nc ludes

t h e  v , l o r k  o f  t h e  ' d e s c h o o l e r s  ( I 1 1 i c h ,  R e i m e r ,  H o l t )  ,  t h e  I n e w

s o c i o l o g y  o f  e d u c a t i o n '  t h e o r i s t s  i n  E h e  U K  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  ( Y o u n g '

K e d d i e ,  B e r n s t e i n )  ,  n e o - M a r x i s t  c r i t i q u e s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n

theo r ies  o f  economic  rep roduc t i on  (Bov , / l es  &  G in t i s ,  Anyon)  ,

t h e o r i e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  r e p r o d u c t j - o n  ( B o u r d i e u r ) ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e

r e c e n t  w o r k  d r a w i n g  e c l e c t i c a l l y  f r o m  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  A P p l e

and  G j - roux  i n  t he  USA '  Conne l l  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  wh i t t y  i n  t he  the

t 1 y  a r r . l  a n  e m e r n i n o  t r a d i t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n

K a l l a w a y ' s  e d i t e d  c o l l - e c t i o n .  A L 1  t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  d r a w i n g  i n

d i f f e ren t  ways  f ron  Marx i sm pa r t i cu l -a r l y ,  bu t  aLso  f rom weber  and

Durkhe i rn ,  have  been  conce rned  to  show the  power  re la t . i ons  bu r ied

i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  o f  m a s s  s c h o o l i n g ,  a n d ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l ' a r I y ,  h o w

educa t i ona l  knov r fedge '  and  the  t ransmiss ion  and  d i s t r i bu t i on



t h e r e o f  i s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  p o w e r  r e l a t i o n s

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m o d e r n  c a p i t a l i s m .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e

p r e s e n t e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  c o n t r o l  a t  a  f a r  m o r e

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e v e I  t h a n  F r e j . r e ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  I  w o u l d  a r g u e ,  b u t

h a v e  b e e n  s h o r t  o f  c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  c h a n g e .

r t  i . s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e  a t  r e a s t  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r l s t s

( e . 9 .  Y o u n g ,  A r o n o w i t z  a n d  G i r o u x )  h a v e  r e f  e r : r e d  t o  F r e i r e  a s

o u t l  j . n i n g  a  n o n - h i e r a r c h i c a l  m o d e L  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  a  p o s s i b l e

way  ou t  o f  t he  impasse  se t  up  by  an  i n t rac tab le  and  seemingJ .y

r m m o v a b l e  s y s t e m  o f  m a s s  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  s e r v e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f

t h e  p o w e r f u l  a n d  t h e  r i c h .  I n  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n

S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  A s i a  a  r . / a y  o u t  i s  s o r t  f r o m  t h e  s o c i a l l y

d e b i l i t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  a  b u r g e o n i n g ,  e x p e n s i v e ,  e J . i t i s t  a n d  n o n _

func t i ona l  educa t i on  sys tem inhe r i t ed  f rom the  co l -on ia l .  powers ,

a n d  a s  D a ] - e  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  r p a u l o  F r e i r e  s o l - u t i o n '  i s  t h e  m o s t

w e l l  k n o w n  ( i f ,  i n  D a L e ' s  o p i n i o n ,  j . n e f f e c t i v e )  .  ( 6 )

F r o n  F r e i r e ' s  c r i t i q u e  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e a c h j . n g  p r a c t i c e s  e m e r g e s

h i s  n o t i o n  o f  ' e d u c a t i o n  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n ' ,  o r  , p r o b l e m _ p o s i n g ,

e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s ,  e s s e n t i a l L y ,  a n  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  n o n _

h i e r a r c h i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t e a c h i n g .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  , b a n k _ c l e r k

t e a c h e r r  w e  n o w  h a v e  t h e  r h u m a n i s t r ,  I  r e v o J - u t i o n a r y  e d u c a t o r . ,

I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  ' n e c r o p h i l  j . c '  t e n d e n c i e s  w h i c h  t r e a t  p e o p l e  a s

o b j e c t s  a n d  t h u s  r e i f y  i n d i v i d u a . L  c o n s c i o u s n e s s e s ,  , p r o b l e m _

pos r -ng  educa t i on  sees  peop le  as  consc  j . ous  be ings ,  and

c o n s c r o u s n e s s  a s  b e i n g  d i - r e c t e d  t o i { a r d s  t h e  w o r l d ' .  r  L i b e r a t i - n q



e d u c a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  i n  a c t s  o f  c o g n i t i o n ,  n o t  t r a n s f e r r a l s  o f

i n f o r m a c i o n ' .  I t  i s  a  l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t t h e  c o g n i s a b l e

o h i c . f  f f h p  c n n f c n r c  ^ f  t - h o  l o : r n i n r l  : . l -  i r r i r r r l  F : r  F r n m  F r a i n a  f h or s s l r r ^ r r Y  I  r s !  !

e n d  o f  f  h p  . ' n . r n i f  i w p  a C t  i n t e f m e d i a t e S  t h e  c o o n i f i v p  a c 1 - o r s  -

t e a c h e r s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ' .  ' P r o b l e m -

p o s i n g  e d u c a t i o n r  d e m a n d s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r - s t u d e n t

d i cho tony .  D ia l -ogue  re la t i ons  -  i nd i spens ib le  to  the  capac i t y  o f

c o g n i t i v e  a c t o r s  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  i n  p e r c e i v i n g  t h e  s a m e  c o g n i s a b l e

o b j e c t  a r e  o t h e r 9 ' i s e  i m p o s s i b l e '  .  .  .  '  T h r o u g h  d i a l o g u e  t h e  t e a c h e r

-  o f  -  t he  -  s tuden ts  and  the  s tuden ts  -  o f  -  t he  -  t eacher  cease

t o  e x i s t .  T h e  t e a c h e r  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  -  o n e  -  w h o  -  t e a c h e s ,  o u E

o n e  w h o  i s  h i m s e l f  t a u g h t  i . n  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  w h o  i n

t h e i r  t u r n  a l s o  t e a c h .  T h e y  b e c o m e  j o i n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a

p r o c e s s  i n  w h i c h  a I l ,  g r o w . r ( 7 )

F r e i r e r s  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  a p p r o a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  r e s o n a n c e s

w i t h  t h e  ' p r o g r e s s i v e  m o v e m e n t '  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U S A  ( a s  i n

D e w e y r s  n o t i o n  o f  s c h o o L s  a s  ' f a b o r a t o r i e s  o f  f r e e d o m ' )  ( 8 )  a n d

i -n  the  UK w i th  the  r ch i l d -cen t red r  app roach  to  p r i na ry -schooL

t e a c h i n g ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  ' n o  l o n g e r  a  c a s e  o f  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g

r i . t o r o t r q l w  d r i l l a r l  a F  i n r - r l . . a f  i n d  n f a n t - c n  r 6 ^ ^ r . i a . l  : cr  s Y q r  u s q  q r

s a c r o s a n c t ,  b u t  o f  s c h o o . I i n g  b e i n g  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f

t . h e  c h i l d ' .  T h e  c h i l d  i s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  e m p t y  v e s s e l  t o  b e

f i l l e d  b y  t h e  E e a c h e r ,  b u t  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  a s  a n  a r b i t . e r  o f  h i s

o w n  e d u c a t i o n r .  ' A r t i f i c i a ] '  d i s c i p l i n a r y  b a r r i e r s  a r e  r e m o v e d

a n d  t h e  c u r r i c u l - u m  i s  b a s e d  o n  ' p r o b l e m - s o l - v i n g '  r a t h e r  t h a n

s u b j e c t  a r e a s . ( 9 )  T h e  a i m  i s r t o  a l - l . o w  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  o r d e r

t o  f o s t e r  w h a t  i s  i n d i v i u a l  i n  e a c h  h u m a n - b e i n g ' ,  f o r  ' t h e



p u r p o s e  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s  t o  b r i n g  e v e r  m o r e  o u t  o f  m a n  r a t h e r  t h a n

t o  p u t  m o r e  i n t o  h i m r .  ( 1 0 )

O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  t h e s e  ' p r o g r e s s i v e '  a n d  r c h i l d - c e n t r e d r

a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e a c h i n g  a n d  t h e  c u r r i c u r u m  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  i n  t h e

marg ins  by  the  hegemony  o f  t he  dominan t  academic  cu r r i cu lu rn  where

l e a r n i n g  i s  s u b j e c t - b a s e d ,  k n o w l e d g e  i s  a b s t r a c t  a n d  s t r a t i f i e d ,

and  teach inq  i s  by  way  o f  t rans fe r  o f  know ledge  f rom teacher  E .o

t a u g h t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  e i t h e r  r e g a r d e d  a s
' l - i b e r a l r  o r  a s  h a v i n g  n o  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  . s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r

r e v o L u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l ,  ( l l )  w h e r e a s  F r e i r e r s  a p p r o a c h  m a k e s

c l a i m  t o  b e i n g  b o t h  r a d i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a L l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  i s

c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t s  e m e r g e n c e

f r o m  s o u t h  A m e r i c a  a t  a  t i m e  o f  i n t e n s e  s o c i a l  s t r u q q l e .

A n  a t t e m p t  a t  m a k i n g  s o m e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  F r e i r e r s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r

c o n t r i b u t j . n g  t o  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  w i 1 l .

c l - e a r l y  h a v e  t o  d e a l  r + i t h  t h e  p a r t  j . c u l a r i t i . e s  o f  h i s  t h o u g h f

b e f o r e  a n y  s u b s t a n t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  c a n  b e  a t t e m p L e d .

TEEORETTCAL ASSUMPTTONS AND TNFLUENCES IN PRETREI S WORK

U n d e r l y i n g  F r e i r e ' s  r r ' o r k  i s  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  e p i s t e m o l o g y  f o r

rn te rp re t i ng  the  deve lopmen t  o f  human  consc iousness  i n  i t s

r e l a t i o n  t o  r e a l i - t y .  T h i s  d r a v / s  f r o m  H e g e r i a n  a n d  e x i s t e n t i a r . l s t

t h o u g h t ,  p h e n o m e n o l o g y ,  M a r x i s m  o f  t h e  F r a n k f u r t  s c h o o f

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  w o r k  o f  E r i c h  F r o m m ,  a n d  m o s t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m

C a t h o l j . c  t h e o l o g y .  f t  r u n s  s o m e t h i n g  L i k e  t h i s :



Peop le  as  sub jec ts  reLa te  to  the  ob jec t i ve  ma te r ia l  r ro r l d  by

w a y  o f  a  d i a l " e c t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  p r a x i s ,  w h i c h  i s  a c t i o n  a n d

r e f l e c t i o n ,  e n a b l e s  p e o p l e  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  d u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r

ex i s tence  and  pa r t j - c i pa te  mean ing fu l l y  i n  t he  un fo ld ing  o f

h i s to ry ,  wh ich  i s  t he  i nev i tab l -e  ' human iza t i on r  o f  peop l ,e .

Peop le  rex i s t r ,  as  opposed  t ' o  an i rna l s  wh ich  ' I i ve r  when  they

r e l a t e  t o  t h e i r  w o r l d  i n  a  c r i t i c a l  w a y .  T o  e x i s t  i s  t o - b e

aware  o f  peop le  as  sub jec ts ,  and  to  be  aware  o f  h i s to ry  and

t i ne .  Peop le  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  h i s to ry  when  they  p roduce

cu l , t u re ,  i . e .  when  they  c r i t i ca l l y  re f l ec t  on  and  ac t  upon

the  ma in  themes  o f  t he i r  t imes ,  and  th rough  the  p rocess  o f

d ia logue  ac t i ve l y  con t r i bu te  to  new mean ings .  I t  i s  t he

capac i . t y  f o r  d ia logue  wh ic t r  i s  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  t he  c r i t i ca l

c o n s c i o u s n e s s s .  I t  i s  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  o r

capac i t y  f o r  d ia logue ,  wh ich  enab les  peop le  to  p roduce  a

c u l t u r e  a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e  s u b j e c t s .  T h i s  i s  p e o p l e t s  n a t u r a f

voca t i on  and  i s  wha t  F re i re  i s  re fe r r i ng  to  when  he  ta l ks

abou t  t he  rhuman iza t i . on r  o f  peop le ,

F re i re rs  unders tand ing  o f  such  impor tan t  soc ia l -  ca tego r ies  as

h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i . c s ,  c u l t u r e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h i s

d i a l e c t  j . c .  C r i t i c i s m s  o f  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  F r e i r e ' s  p e d a g o g y

s i m i l a r l y  n e e d  t o  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  h o w  a l l  o f  F r e i r e ' s  t h o u g h t  i . s

based  on  these  ep i . s temo log i ca l  assumpt ions .  C ruc iaL  i n f l uences  on

F r e i r e  i n  t h e  f o r m u l a t i . o n  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t  a r e  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s

T e j . l h a r d  d e  C h a r d i n  a n d  H e n r i q u e  d e  L i m a  p e  V a z . ( 1 2 )  R o b e r t

M a c k i e  s u m r n a r i s e s  T e i l h a r d ' s  t h o u q h t  a s  f o l l , o w s :  ' T e i l h a r d



conce ived  o f  soc ia l i za t i on  as  a  p rocess  o f  g roe th  among  hunan i t y

wh ich  ras  the  resu l t  o f  an  u l t i na te l y  i nev i tab le  and  i r reve rs ib le

dynamic  A rounded  in  the  b io log i ca l  and  psychosoc ia l  na tu re  o f

hunan  be ings .  Te i l ba rd  s t ressed  ou r  f i naL  rhomin i sa t i on r  as  se

co l l ec t i ve l y  evo l ve  to  the  rpo in t  onegar  wh ich  i s  a  f i na l i t y  o f

p e r f e c t  e v o l u t i o n r .

rPo in t  o rnega '  i s  conce ived  as  the  Man-God  whose  second  coming

w i l l  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p l e n i t u d e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  p e r s o n s t . F o r

I l en r i que  Pe  Vaz ,  acco rd ing  to  Mack ie ,  I  h i . s to r i ca l  consc iousness

depends  upon  a  c r i t i ca l  and  i n ten t i ona l  re f l ec t i on  on  the

h i s t o r i c a l ,  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f .  T h e  p r e s e n t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d ,  b o t h  a s  a

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  a s  a  p o t e n t i " a l i t y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  F o r  V a z

when  we  look  c r i t i ca l - l y  a t  ou r  wor1d ,  we  becone  aware  o f  t he  fac t

tha t  by  ou r  ac t i ons  we  t rans fo rn  i t .  I t  i s  t rans fo rma t ion  by

peopJ -e  thense lves  wh ich  no t  on l y  human izes  the  wor ld  bu t  i s  a l so

t h e  s p e c i f i c  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  n o d e r n  h i s t o r y . '  ( 1 3 )  M a c k i e  i n s r s t s

tha t  t he  fo r rnu la t i ons  o f  Te i l ha rd  and  Vaz  a re  c ruc ia l  f o r  F re r re :

' T h e i r  c o n c e p t s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  h u n a n i z a t i o n  u n d e r l i e

F r e i r e r s  n o t i o n s  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,

p r a x i s  a n d  c o n s c i e n t i z a t i o n .  (  l _ 4 )

TSE TWO STAGES I'IODEL

M o s t  c o m m e n t a t o r s  s e e  t n o  d i s t i n c t  s t a g e s  i n  E r e i r e ' s  w o r k :  T h e

f i r s t  i s  t h a t  o f  a n  e a r l y  l i b e r a l i s m ,  b e f o r e  t h e  m i L i t a r y  c o u p  i n

B r a z i l  o f  I 9 6 4 .  F r e i r e ,  h i s  f e l 1 o w  C a t h o l i c  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  l e f t i s t

i n te l l ec tua l , s  deveJ ,oped  a  d i scou rse  o f  soc ia l  modern i za t j , on

w i th in  an  economic  f ramework  o f  na t i . ona l  deve lopmen t  by  way  o f



i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  a n d  l a n d  r e f o r m .  F r e i r e  d r e w  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n

K a r L  M a n n h e i m ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  l i b e r t y ,  d e m o c r a t i c  p l a n n i n g ,

f u n d a m e n t a l -  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  t b e o r y  o f

d e m o c r a t i c  p e r s o n a l i t y .  M a n n h e i m ' s  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  r  a w a r e n e s s

p r o c e s s '  i s  s e e n  t o  b e  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  F r e i r e t s  n o t i o n  o f

' c r i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' .  ( 1 5 )  F r e i r e  a l s o  d r a w s  o n  K a r l  p o p p e r

fo r  h i s  no t i on  o f  B raz i l -  as  a  soc ie t y  i n  t he  p rocess  o f

o p e n i n g .  ( 1 6 )  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t .  F r e i r e  d e v e l o p s  i n  f u l 1  h i s

me thods  o f  adu l t  l i t e racy  teach ing ,  and  h i s  concep t  o f

' c o n s c i e n t i z a t i o n '  ( c o n s c i e n t i z a c a o ) ,  w h e r e  p e o p l e  i n  l e a r n i n g

g roups  deve l -op  c r i t i caL  a t t i t udes  by  way  o f  d ia logue  on  re levan t

t o p i c s .  E d u c a t i o n  i s  s e e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  a s

a  f o r m  o f  t c u l t u r a l ,  a c t i o n  w h e r e b y  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  p e o p l e  c o u l d

J . e a r n ,  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  o l d  p a s s i v i t y ,  n e w  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  h a b i t s  o f

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n t  t o  f a c i L i t a t e  i n  B r a z i l  b e c o m r n q

a  r b e i n g  f o r  i t s e l f ' . ( 1 7 )  E r e i r e  a t  t h i s  t  j . n e  n a k e s  s t r o n g

a s s o c i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  I i t e r a c y  I e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  c r i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  i l l i t e r a t e

w e r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o n  v o t i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  F r e i r e r s  p r o g r a n m e s

were  g i . ven  nuch  impor tance .  F re i re  d id  no t  ques t i on  the

I e g i s l - a t i o n  t h a t  d e n i e d  t h e  v o t e  t o  i l L i t e r a t e s ,  a n d  a p p r o v i n g l y

q u o t e s  a  l e a r n e r  i n  a  l i t e r a c y  c L a s s  w h o  s a y s  t h a t  r t h e  p e o p l e  o f

B r a z i . I  a r e  n o w  g o i n g  t o  s o L v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  B r a z i l  b y  v o t i n g

c o n s c j . o u s l y r .  ( 1 8 )

F r e i r e ' s  f i r s t  m a j o r  w o r k  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h j . s  t i m e ,  p u b J . i s h e d  l a t e r

r n  E n g l i s h  a s  r C u f t u r a l  A c t i o n  f o r  F r e e d o m r  a n d  w a s  r e c e i v e d

I O



e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  b y  C a t h o l i c  a c t i v i s t s  a s  w e l f  a s  t h e  l e f t '  T h e

G o u l a r t  p o p u l i s t  r e g i m e  h a d  a  p r o g r a m m e  o f  r n o d e s t  r e f o r m  a t  t h i s

t i m e  i n c l u d r n g  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m  w h i c h  a t t e m p E e d  t o  d e s t a b i l i z e  t h e

p o w e r  o f  t h e  t r a d i t l o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  w h i c h  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a

' c r i s i s  o f  h e g e m o n y '  a m o n g s t  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e '  I e a d i n g  ! o  t h e i r

c a l l  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o u p  o 6  1 9 5 4 ' ( 1 9 )  P o P u L a r  b e l i e f  r e g a r d i n g

F r e i r e r s  w o r k  a t  t h l s  t i m e  h o l d s  t h a t  i t  h a d  g r e a t  e f f e c t  i n

s t i r r i ng  the  peasan t r y ,  and  pe rhaps  con t r i bu ted  to  p rovok ing  the

coup .  The re  i s  ano the r  accoun t  t rowever '  as  Pe te r  wors fey  te l l s

i r :

t I n ] ' 9 6 4 , w h e n t h e m i l i t a r y s e i z e d p o w e r i n B r a z i l ' t h e

n igh tmare  o f  t he  bou rgeo is ie  tha t  t he  fave lados  wou ld  come down

f rom the  h i l l s  had  i t  seened  cone  t rue '  Bu t  t he  poo r  had  no t

c o m e  t o  L o o t '  E o  r i o t  o r  t o  P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h j p "

ExasPera ted  by  rn f l a t i on  and  chaos  under  GouLar t ' s  popu l i s t

r e g i m e ,  t h e y  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  h i l l s i d e s  a n d  m a r c h e d  a L o n g s i d e

bus inessmen  and  housew ives  i n  suppor t  o f  l aw  and  o rde r '

t r a d j - t j . o n ' t h e f a n i l y ' a n d p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y . F o r n a n y l e f t - w r n g

in te l l ec tua l - s  t he  doub le  shock  o f  t he  coup  and  i t s  poPu la r

ce leb ra t i on  pushed  then  i n to  psych ic  b reakdown '  O the rs  vgse  to

s u f f e r  P r i s o n  a n d  t o r t u r e . '  ( 2 0 )

Tbe  second  s tage

F r e i r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  b r i e f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o l l o w e d  b y  e x i l e '  T h e s e

exper j . ences '  t oge the r  w i th  the  pe r rnea t i ng  e f fec t  o f  t he

s u c c e s s f u ] c u b a n r e v o l u t i o n p r e c i p i t a t e d t h e r a d i c a l i s a t i o n : . n

F r e i r e ' s  i t o r K '  a s  e x e n p ] ' i f i e d  i n  ' P e d a g o g y  o f  t h e  O P p r e s s e d r "  I n

t h i s  w o r k  ' c o n s c i e n t i z a c a o  I  a n d  a w a r e n e s s - r a i s i n g  t h r o u g h

d i a l o g u e ,  t h e  s a m e  s t r a t e g i e s  a s  b e f o r e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s
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i m p o r t a n t  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  o p p r e s s e d  a g a i n s t

o p p r e s s o r .  F r e i r e t s  b a s i c  f r a m e w o r k  r e r n a i n s  u n c h a n g e d ,  b u t  f o r

h i m  r t h e  m a i n  t h e m e s  o f  t h e  t i m e t  h a v e  c h a n g e d .  T o  a p p r e c i a t e

w h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  f o r  h i m  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i p  b r i e f l y  i n t o  h i s

unders tand ing  o f  h i s to  r y :

Euman  h i s to ry  fo r  F re i re  i s  cha rac te r i sed  by  epochs .  These  a re

dynamica l l y  i n te r re la t .ed  un i t s  o f  ' h i s to r i ca l  con t i nu i t y

cha rac te r i zed  by  a  conp lex  o f  j . deas ,  concep ts ,  hopes ,  doub ts ,

va l -ues  and  cha l l enges  i n  d ia lec t i ca l  i n te rac t i on  w i th  the i r

oppos i tes ,  s t r i v i ng  to l ra rds  fu1 f j . l lmen t ' .  The  . conc re te

rep resen ta t i on  o f  t hese  j . deas ,  va lues  e tc .  cons t j . t u te  the  themes

o f  t ha t  epoch ,  and  the  conp lex  o f  i n te rac t i ng  thenes  o f  an  epoch

c o n s t i t u t e  i t s  r t h e t n a t i c  u n i v e r s e ' .  G i v e n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  p e o p l e

take  up  con t rad j . c to ry  pos i t i ons ,  some work ing  to  ma in ta in  the

s i tua t i on ,  o the rs  to  t ranscend  i t . .  Conse rva t i ve  tendenc ies  reac t

by  my th i c i z ing  rea l i t y ,  t o  reduce  i t s  dyna rn i sm,  whereas  the

rc r i t i ca l  and  dynaur i c  v iew  o f  t he  wor ld  s t r i ves  to  unve i l

r eaL i t y ,  unmask  i t s  my th i c i za t i on  and  ach ieve  a  fuL l  rea l , i sa t i on

o f  i t s  hunan  task  :  t he  pe rmanen t  t rans fo rma t j . on  o f  rea l i t y  i n

f a v o u r  o f  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  m e n r .  G e n e r a t i v e  t h e m e s  a r e  s e e n  t o

be  l oca ted  i n  ' concen t r i c  c i r c l . es r  nov ing  f rom the  genera l_  to  the

par t i cu la r ,  f  r o rn  un i ve rsa l  t henes  to  con t i nen taL ,  reg iona l - ,

n a t i o n a l ,  I o c a ] .  ( 2 1 )  I n  h i s  e a r l i e r  w o r k  t h e  b r o a d e s t  e p o c h a l

t h e m e  i s  s e e n  t o  b e  t h e  , o p e n i n g  u p ' o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e

democra t i sa t i on  o f  soc ia l ,  p rac t i ces ;  f o r  Sou th  Amer j . ca ,  t he

p rocesses  o f  modern i sa t i on  and  au tonomous  na t i ona l  deve l -oomenc
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and  a t  a  l oca l  l eve l ,  f o r  t he  peasan ts  tha t  o f  l and  re fo rn .  f n

h i . s  l a te r  work  the  epocha l  t hemes  a re  seen  to  be  those  o f

domina t i on  and  l i be ra t i on ,  and  fo r  Sou th  Amer i ca  the  phenomena  o f

dependency  and  unde  rdeve l ,opmen t  ,  and  the  s t rugg le  to  t ranscend

t h e s e .  ( 2 2 )  I n  t h i s  w o r k  F r e i r e  a s s i m i l a t e s  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f

i deas ,  f rom Marx ,  F romn,  Che  Guevara ,  Menmi ,  Fanon ,  t {ao  Zedong ,

Cas t ro ,  and  p resen ts  the  ac t i on  o f  such  revo lu ! i ona r ies  as

Ami l ca r  Cabra l  and  the  mar t y r -p r i es t  Cami l l o  To r res  as  exe rnp la ry .

Bu t  h i s  f  unda rnen ta l -  t heo re t i ca l  a t t i t ude  rena ins  unchanged .

Wa lke r  makes  the  same po in t  ra the r  d i f f e ren t l y  :  rF re i re  s tands

in  the  b road  Ca tho t i c  t rad i t i on  o f  sync re t i sm,  o f  syn thes i z ing

C h r i s t j . a n i t y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l

e l e m e n t s r . ( 2 3 )  T h e  c h a n g e s  i n  F r e i r e ' s  w o r k  t h e n  a r e  l - a r g e l y  t o

do  w i th  a  sh i f t  i n  t he  don inan t  pa rad igm anongs t  soc ia l  t heo r i s t s

in  h i s  soc ie t y ,  f r on  modern i sa t i on  to  dependency .

TEEORY AND PRACTICE

Th is  nex t  sec t i on  a t tenp ts  to  cons t ruc t  a  c r i t i que  o f  sone  key

Pre i -  rean  cons t ruc ts  :

An  ove ra rch ing  ana ly t i ca l  po in t  t ha t  needs  to  be  made  i s  t ha t

F r e i r e r s  d i a l e c t i c a l  r n o d e  o f  t h e o r i s i n g  p l a c e s  a  d i c h o t o n o u s  a n d

soc io l -og i ca l l y  empty  g r i d  ove r  a I l  o f  human  ac t i v i t y .Ra the r  t han

b e i n g  a  w a r m  h u m a n i s m  F r e i r e ' s  t h o u g h t  i s  c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  a n

e x c e s s i v e  s t r u c t u r a l i s m  t h a t  l e a d s  h i r n  t o  t h e o r i z e  t h e  c o n c r e t e

j . n  te rms  o f  dua l i t i es .Fo r  exanp l -e ,  F re i re  has  t \ do  bas i c

c a t e g o r i e s ,  I  c r i t i c a l -  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  I  a n d  ' n a i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s '  t o

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i . e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .
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consc ien t i za t i on  i s  t he  p rocess  whereby  peop le  rnove  f  ro rn  na i ve  to

c r i t i c a L  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  d i a l o g u e  i s  t h e  m e a n s .  A L o n g  t h e s e

I i n e s ,  p e o p l e  a r e  e i t h e r  I  s u b m e r g e d  i n  r e a l i t y r  o r  e L s e

I t r a n s f o r m  t h e  w o r l d t ,  e i t h e r  h a v e  a  ' m y t h i c a l  r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e

s / o r l d  o r  a  ' r e a l r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r 1 d .  C u l t u r e  i s  t h e

p rese rve  o f  c r i t i ca l  consc iousnes  ses ,  I n  h i s  b r i e f  resune  o f

B raz i l i an  h i s to ry  i n  tCu l tu ra l  Ac t i on  fo r  F reedour r  he  nakes  no

a t tempt  to  re read  the  ve ry  t rad i t i ona l  v iew  o f  B raz i l i an  h i sco ry .

The re  i s  no t  a  word  abou t  t he  s lave  and  peasan t  revo l t s ,  t he

s t rugg les  fo r  f reedom.  These  a re  i gno red  as  be ing  fana t i ca l  and

iso la ted  even ts  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  peop le  submerged  in  rea l - i t y  who

d id  no t  even  know they  cou ld  know l

Because  F re i re rs  though t  canno t  adequa te l y  t ake  accoun t  o f  t he

spec i f i c i t i es  o f  soc ia l  p rac t j . ce ,  he  does  no t  have  a  theo r i sa t i on

o f  power  wh ich  i s  equa l  t o  t he  soc ia l  comp lex i t i es  he  faces .  H is

no t i ons  o f  opp resso r  and  opp ressed  a re  enp ty  and  abs t rac t

ca tego r ies  and  the re  i s  no  sense  o f  t he  dynamics  o f  t he i r

con f l i c t ,  beyond  an  a t te rnp t  a t  a  dua l i s t i c  soc ia l  pa tho logy  wh ich

d raws  f  ro rn  E r i ch  F romm.  The  revo lu t i ona ry  educa to r  as  i { e l - l  as  the

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r e  u n t h e o r i s e d  e n t i t i e s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f r o m

t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  h a v e  h a d  a n  r e a s t e r  e x p e r i e n c e ' ,  c o m m i t t i n g

c l a s s  s u i c i d e  t o  r i s e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  L i k e

d ia l -ogue  and  consc ien t i za t i on  they  a re  c ruc ia l  en t i t i es ,  however ,

f o r  i t  i s  t h e y  E h a t  r e s o l v e  t h e  d u a L i t i e s  o f  b e i n g .

A s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r f i e r ,  i n  I  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  '  e d u c a t i o n  t h e  t e a c h e r

-  s tuden t  d i cho tomy  i s  d i sso l ved  th rough  d ia logue  and  they  a1 l

become s tuden t  and  teacher .  wha t  happens  to  the  au tho r i t y  o f  t he
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t e a c h e r  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ?  D o e s  i t  d i s a p p e a r  e n t i r e l y ?  F r e i r e  i s

a m b i v e l , e n t  o n  t h i s  :  ' I n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  a r g u m e n t s  b a s e d  o n

r a u t h o r i t y '  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  v a t i d ;  j . n  o r d e r  t o  f u n c t j . o n  a u t h o r i t y

m u s t  b e  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  f r e e d o m ,  n o t  a g a i n s t  i t f ' ( 2 4 )  O n  t h e

m a t e r i a l -  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t e a c h e r  a n d  l - e a r n e r  F r e i r e  r e m a i n s

la rge l y  s i l en t .  By  way  o f  compar i son ,  i n  pass ing ,  e re  can  cohpare

Gransc i r s  a t tempt  to  accoun t  f o r  t he  comp lex i t i es  o f  t he

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t h ' e e n  ' i n t e l l e c t u a l s t  a n d  p e a s a n t s  :  ' i n  t h e

coun t rys ide  the  i n te l l ec tua l  (p r  j . es t ,  l aHyer ,  no ta ry ,  t eacher ,

d o c t o r ,  e t c . )  h a s  o n  t h e  w h o l - e  a  h j . g h e r  o r  a t  l e a s t  d i f f e r e n t

l i v i ng  s tandard  f rom tha t  o f  t he  ave rage  peasan t  and

consequen t l y  rep resen ts  a  soc ia l  modeL  fo r  t he  peasan t  t o  ]ook

to  i n  h i s  asp i ra t i on  to  escape  f rom and  improve  h j . s

c o n d i t i o n , . .  T h e  p e a s a n t ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  i n t e l - L e c t u a l  j . s

doub le  and  appears  con t rad i c to ry .  Ee  respec ts  the  soc ia l

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a n d  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  o f  s t a t e

e m p l o y e e s ,  b u t  s o n e t i m e s  a f f e c t s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  i t . . .  O n e  c a n

unders tand  no th ing  o f  t he  co l_ lec t i ve  l i f e  o f  t he  peasan t r y  and

o f  t he  ge rms  and  fe rmen ts  o f  deve l -opmen t  wh ich  ex i s t  w i th in  i t ,

i . f  one  does  no t  t ake  i n to  accoun t  and  examine  conc re te l y  and  i r r

d e p t h  t h i s  e f f e c t i v e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e l , l e c t u a l s '  .  ( 2 5 )

In  th i . s  rega rd  the  comnen ts  o f  S teu rnan ,  who  worked  i n  and

observed  F re i rean  l ea rn ing  g roups  i n  Sou tb  A rne r i ca  a re

in te res t i ng .  She  says  tha t .  she  twas  su rp r  j . sed  to  see  the

p a r t i c i p a n t s  s t i l L  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o - o r d j . n a t o r s  a s  t h e i r

t e a c h e r s ,  i . e .  n o t  c o m i n g  o u t  w i t h  t h e i . r  o w n  i d e a s  b u t  r e p e a E r n g
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t he  same po l i t i ca l  sJ -ogans  the  co -o rd ina to rs  themse lves

f a v o u r e d . '  S h e  q u o t e s  V a n i l d a  P a i v a  t h e  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h e r  o n

F r e i r e  v r o r k i n g  i n  P o r t u g u e s e  i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a s  i n t e r v i e w i n g

l e a r n i n g  g r o u p  c o - o r d i n a t o r s  w h o  h a d  w o r k e d  w i t h  F r e i r e ,  o n e  o f

w h o m  s a i d  :  t T h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  c l a s s  w e r e  t h o r o u g h J . y  p r e p a r e d  b y

us  i n  advance .  Thus  we  a l ready  knew more  o r  l ess  wha t  we  were

go ing  to  d i scuss  i n  c lass ,  no  ma t te r  wha t  Ehe  s tuden ts  wan ted .

And  La te r  on ,  we  sa id  thousands  o f  t i nes  tha t  t he  vo te  shouLd  be

f ree .  Bu t  when  e lec t i ons  cane  they  s t i 11  wen t  t o  the  nayo r  o r  t he

Iandowner  to  ask  them fo r  whom they  shou l -d  they  vo te ,  because  the

mayor  and  the  l andowner  gave  tbem med ic ines ,  t ook  them to

h o s p i t a l s .  O r ,  e v e n  w o r s e ,  t h e y  a s k e d  u s ,  t h e  c o - o r d i . n a t o r s ,  f o r

w h o m  t h e y  s h o u l d  v o t e ' . ( 2 6 )  I t  i s  a l - s o  n o t a b l e  t h a t  i n  F r e i r e r s

wr i t i ngs  when  he  g i ves  accoun t  o f  some in te rac t i on  i n  a  l ea rn ing

g r o u p  t h e  l e a r n e r s  a d d r e s s  h i m  a s  r Y o u ,  d o c t o f ' ,  ' d  t r a d i t i o n a l

a n d  r e s p e c t f u l  w a y  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  o n e r s  s u p e r i . o r  i n  B r a z i l t . ( 2 7 )

I l ow  does  the  F re i rean  l ea rn j -ng  g roup  su rv i ve  the  hos t i l e

a t t e n t i o n s  o f  t b e  ' o p p r e s s o r r ?  T h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  i t  c a n .  T h e

'pedagogy  o f  t he  opp ressed '  on l - y  ope ra tes  under  the  benevoLen t  o r

t o l e r a n t  e y e  o f  s o m e  a u t h o r i t y .  F r e i r e a n  p r o g r a n m e s  h a v e  n o w h e r e

s u r v i v e d  i n  a  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f

seve ra l  p rog ranmes  in  Sou th  Amer i ca  and  the  assass ina t i on  o f

I n j . L i t a n t s '  d u e  t o  t h e i r  p u b l i c  e x p o s u r e  a s  e x a m p l e .  ( 2 8 )  I n

Sou th  A f r i ca  s in i l a r  p rog ra runes  have  been  bo th  ve ry  sma l - l -  and

v e r y  v u L n e r a b l e  t o  s t a t e  d i s a p p r o v a l  .  B y  c o n t r a s t  F r e i r e ' s  o w n

adu l t  educa t i on  work  has  a l .ways  taken  p lace  f ron  a  pos i t i on  o f  a t

l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  o f  t h e
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s t a t e  o r  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d  h a s  f a c e d  c r i t i c i s r n s  o f  r r e f o r m i s m '  f r o m

s o m e  o f  t h e  l e f t  i n  S o u t h  A n e r i c a .  ( 2 9 )

I n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e v o L u t i o n  a n d  p o s t -

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o c i e t y  F r e i r e  n e v e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f

poner ,  o r  cons ide rs  tha t  t he  peop le  shouLd  have  any  power  ove r

the  l eaders .  The  essence  o f  t he  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  the  l eaders

and  the  peop le  fo r  F re . i r e  i s  d ia logue  i n i t i a ted  by  the  J -eaders ,

and  he  says  i t  i s  such  d ia logue  wh icb  d i s t i ngu j . shes  a  revo lu t i on

f r o m  a  n i l i t a r y  c o u p .  ( 3 0 )  E e  d o e s  n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t

re la t i ons  a  revo lu t i on  rn igb t  b r i ng  as  opposed  to  a  m i l i t a ry  coup t

such  as  con t roL  o f  p roduc t i on ,  and  h i s  conce rn  w i th  d i . a logue

concea ls  tha t  t he  c ruc ia l  ques t i ons  to  do  w i th  revo lu t i on  a re

power ,  and  who  has  i t .

Knovledge :  The content of  tbe learning process

Fre i re ' s  an t i non ies  o f  t bank ing  educa t i on '  and  '  p rob lem-so  1v in9

e d u c a t i o n '  l " e a d  t o  a  g r e a t l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  n o t i o n  o f  w h a t  ' r e a l l

l ea rn ing  i s  abou t  :  Lea rn ing  wh ich  i nvo l ves  r t rans fe r ra f s  o f

i n f o r r n a t i o n '  i s  b a d ,  a n d  l e a r n i n g  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  r a c t s  o f

cogn i t i . on r  i s  good .  Know ledge  cones  f rom re f l ec t i on  on  the  se l f

expe r ience  o f  t he  teacher -s tuden ts / s tuden ts - teachers .  The

d iscu rs i v i t y  o f  know ledge ,  t he  ex ten t  t o  wh ich  i t  i s  l oca ted

w i t h i n  c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  p r a c t i c e s  i s  n o t  p a r t

o f  F re i re rs  pedagogy .  Tha t  t h i s  l eads  to  a  pedagogy  tha t  i s

impover i shed  and  se l f - con t rad i c to ry  can  be  seen  by  a  l ook  a t .

F r e i r e r s  o w n  d i s c o u r s e .  w h i l e  c l a i n i n g  i t  a s  a  t T h i r d  W o r l d t

d i s c o u r s e  f o r g e d  j . n  t h e  c r u c i b l e  o f  s t r u g g l e ,  i t s  o r i g i n s  a r e  a s
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much loca ted  in  19 th  century  cerman metaphys ics  as  any i rhere  e1se.

F r o m  t h i s  b a s i s  F r e i r e  c o n s t r u c t s  a n  r e s s e n t i a l i s t '  d i s c o u r s e

w h i c h  d e n i e s  i t s  o w n  d i s c u r s i v e  f o c a t i o n -

T h e  c l a i m  j . s  m a d e  f o r  F r e i r e ' s  p e d a g o g y  t h a t  i t  i s  e n a b l i n g ,  i . e .

tha t  i t  enab les  peop le  to  take  cont ro l "  o f  the i r  own s i tua t ion  and

change th ings ,  tha t  i t  i s  a  pedagogy o f  p rax is .  But  what  i s  the

theory  o f  ac t ion  under ly ing  Fre i re 's  pedagogy,  and to  what  ex ten t

is  i t  a  theory  o f  soc ia l  ac t ion? One seeks  in  va in  th rough

Fre i re rs  work  fo r  a  c lear  exeges is  o f  the  dynarn ics  whereby

r e f l e c t i o n  l e a d s  t o  a c t i o n ,  c o n s c i e n t i z a t i o n  i s  p a r t y  t o  p r a x i s .

When faced w i th  th is  i ssue Fre i re  asser ts  an  Eege l ian  tau to l -ogy  :
lrl\r I f  i t  i s .  speak ing  the i r  wo rd  tha t  men ,  by  naming  the  wor ld ,

A -
t rans fo rn  i t ,  d ia logue  imposes  i t se i - f  as  the  way  by  wh j . ch  men

ach ieve  s ign i f i cance  as  nen  .  . . .  W i th in  the  h ro rd  i {e  f i nd  two

d imens ions ,  re f l ec t i on  and  ac t i on ,  i n  such  rad i ca l  i n te rac t i on

t h a t  i f  o n e  i s  s a c r i f i c e d ,  e v e n  i n  p a r t ,  t h e  o t h e r  i m m e d i a t e l y

su f fe rs .  The re  i s  no  t rue  v io rd  tha t  i s  no t  a t  t he  sa rne  t ime  a

p r a x i s .  T h u s  t o  s p e a k  a  t r u e  w o r d  i s  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e

w o r l d . r  ( 3 1 ) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  s h o w s  h o w  c l e a r l y  h e  i s

foJ , l ow ing  Hege l  he re  :

rex j . s tence  and  s  e l -  f - consc io  usness  a re  the  same be ing ,  t he  same

n o t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o m p a r i s o n ,  b u t  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u 1 y ,  i n  a n d  f o r

themse . l - ves .  I t  i s  on l y  a  one -s ided  unsound  idea l i sm wh ich  l e t s

t h i s  u n i t y  a g a i n  a p p e a r  o n  o n e  s i d e  a s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  w i t h  a

r e a l i t y  p e r  s e  a g a i n s t  i t  o n  t h e  o t h e r . r ( 3 2 )
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As  a  a  bas i s  f o r  t heo r i z ing  the  conc re te ,  t he  spec i f i c  and  the

p o l i t i c a l ,  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  c J - e a r l y  v a c u o u s '  a s  M a r x  p o i n t e d

o u t .  I n  h i s  l a s t  b o o k ,  r T h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  E d u c a t i o n ' .  F r e i r e  a d m i t s

t o  t h i s  w e a k n e s s  i n  h i s  p e d a g o g y :  ' A c t u a l 1 y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  w e a k e s t

p o i n t s  o f  m y  w o r k ,  o n  w h i c h  I r v e  d o n e  a n  a u t o c r i t i q u e ,  i s  t h e

p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s c i e n t i z a t i o n  "  . .  .  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m y  f i r s t

t heo re t i ca l  wo rks  I  made  no  -  o r  a lmos t  no  re fe rence  to  the

po l i t i ca t  cha rac te r  o f  educa t i on  and  I  neg lec ted  the  p rob lem o f

s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  a n d  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e |  / ? 1 )

One has  Lo  ask  hoe /  t he  F re i rean  pedagogy  wou ld  l oca te  i t se l f  i n  a

p rog ranme o f  p rac t i ca l  po l i t i ca l  s t rugg le .  How wou ld  i t

a r t i c u l a t e  w i t h  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  o f  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c  p r a c t i c e s ?  E o w

wou ld  i t  con t r i bu te  to  the  sys temat i c  e l . abo ra t i on  o f  a  popu l i r

know ledge ,  where  know ledge  i s  l oca ted  w i th in  a  con tex t  o f  soc ia l

s t rugg le?  The  aduL t  educa to rs  w i th  whom Fre i re  has  conve rsed  have

r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  F r e i r e  f o r  m o r e  g u i d a n c e  o n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f

p r o g r a n m e s  o f  I e a r n i n g  a n d  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n

t h e  i s s u e  o f  p o s t - I i t e r a c y  w o r k "  F r e i r e  h a s  r e s p o n d e d  i n  v a g u e

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s .  U n d e r  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  G u i n e a  B i s s a u  h e  g i v e s  t h e

foJ - l ow ing  schema fo r  pos t - l i t e racy  v to rk :

I .  Deve lopmen t  o f  read ing ,  w r i t i ng  and  ma thena t  j - cs

2 .  A  sys temat i c  i n t roduc t j . on  o f  bas i c  rud imen ts  o f  g ramna t i c
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  a r  i t h m e t i c
3 .  C o n t i n u e  t o  ' r e a d  r e a l i t y r  w i t h  t e x t s  o f  m o r e  v a r i e d  a n d
r i c h  t h e m e s .
4 .  D e v e l o p  a  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  c r i t i c a l  a n a l - y s i s  o f  r e a l i t y  a n d
o r a L  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  r e a l i t y
5 .  P r e p a r e  t h e  l e a r n e r s  f o r  a  f o l l o w i n g  s t a g e ,  o f  t e c h n i c a l
t r a j . n i n g  ( 3 4 )

w h i l e  t h i s  s c h e n e  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  m e r i t  i t  r e t a i n s  F r e i . r e ' s

commi tnen t  t o  l "ea rn ing  as  re f l ec t i on ,  wh i l e  a1 lo ( r i ng  fo r  t he
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acqu is i t i on  o f  bas j . c  f o r rns  o f  know ledge  wh ich  a re  rega rded  as

s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l .  B u t  t b e r e  i s  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a f f i r m ,  r e v i t a l i s e

o r  e l a b o r a t e  o n  t h e  c n a n i  f  i , . .  - t , 1 i - " r r ' t  i ' r 1 u e s  a n d  c u l t u r a f

i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r s .

T h e  F r e i r e a n  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  n o t  L o c a t e d  w i t h  a n y  s e n s e  o f

fac i l i t a t i ng  g roup  fo rna t i on ,  and  g roup  i den t i t y  i n  t he  con tex t

o f  s t r u g g l e .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  b y  w a y  o f  e x a m p l e ,  o r g a n i s e d  w o r k e r s '

movemen ts  i n  SA ,  have  found  the  ac t i ve  exp ress ion  o f  cu l t u re ,  by

way  o f  song ,  dance  and  p lays  to  be  a  un i f y i ng  and  s t reng then ing

educa t i ona l  expe r ience  and  suppor t i ve  o f  o the r  l ea rn ing  tha t

o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .

I n  a  d i f f e ren t  ve in ,  R i cha rd  Johnson  has  desc r ibed  the  l i veJ_y

popu la r  educa t i ona l  t rad i t i ons  o f  t he  work ing  cLass  i n  Eng land  i n

the  ea r l y  1g th  cen tu ry .  These  d rew f rom the  resou rces  o f  f am i l y ,

ne ighbourhood  and  even  p l -ace  o f  work .  They  had  a  sense  o f  r rea l l y

u s e f u l  k n o w l e d g e '  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  ' p o l i t i c a t  k n o w l e d g e , ,  t h e o r i e s

o f  soc ie t y ,  and  ana lyses  o f  i nequa l i t y ,  pove r t y  and

-  e x p l o  j . t a t i o n .  ( 3 5 )

In  bo th  these  cases  l ea rn ing  i s  g i ven  a  rnuch  more  d i rec t  re l -a t i on

t o  p e o p l e r s  l - i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  F r e i r e ' s  p r o p o s a l s  d e s p i t e  h i s

^ ^ ^ l  i  -  | -  ^ -  !  i  ^  -  ^
Y v v v  r r t  L s r r  L r v t r - .

FREIRE AND ORGANISED SCEOOLING

The  F re i rean  p roposa l  does  no t  dea l  w i th  the  es tab l i shed

schoo l i ng  sys tem excep t  i n  pass ing ,  i n  sche rna t i z i ng  i t s

o p p r e s s i v e  f e a t u r e s  e n  r o u t e  t o  o u t l i n i n g  t e d u c a t i o n  f o r
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l i be ra t i on r .  I n  p rac t i ce  F re i rean  p rog ra rnmes  have  happened  on  the

e d g e  o f  t h e  s t a t . e  s c h o o l i n g  s y s t e m ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x c l u d e d ,

a n d  o f f e r i n g  a  ' c o m p e n s a t o r y '  o r  I  s e c o n d  c h a n c e '  e x p e r i e n c e  o f

e d u c a t i o n .  A s  T o r r e s  e x p r e s s e s  i t ,  A n  r i m p o r t a n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  i s  t h a t  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

have  avo ided  work ing  ou t  t h i s  pedagogy  w i th in  cap j . t a l i s t  sEa te

ins t i t u t i ons  and  a re  accus tomed  to  work ing  p ro fess iona l l y  i n

u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o f t e n  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d

w i t h  c h u r c h e s . ' ( 3 6 )  B u t  P e o p l e ' s  E d u c a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a

cLear l y  canno t  avo id  the  i ssue  o f  e rha t  t o  do  abou t  s ta te

e d u c a t i o n .

f t  can  p robab ly  be  assumed  tha t  i t  i s  one  o f  t he  fea tu res  o f

s ta te  con t ro l  o f  t he  nass  educa t i on  sys tem tha t  a l t e rna t i ves  w iLL

be  a t tacked  wh ich  th rea ten  the  hegemony  o f  t he  s ta te  sys tem,  as

i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g

independen t  i n i t i a t i ves  i n  schoo l i ng ,  and  s ta te  hos t i l i t y  t o

i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  P e o p l e ' s  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s e e n .  T h e

c red ib i l i - t y  o f  t he  schoo l i ng  sys tem has  been  shaken  by  the  f i e rce

o f fens i ve  aga ins t  i t  i n  recen t  yea rs ,  bu t  i t  has  by  no  means  been

des t royed .  The  schoo l - i ng  sys tem rema ins  f i rm ly  L inked  to  ' h igh

s t a t u s '  k n o w l e d g e ,  v i a  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t o

t h e  l a b o u r  n a r k e t  o n  t h e  o t h e r .

T h e r e  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h i c h

a re  ongo ing .  S ta te  educa t i on  i s  on  the  one  hand  a  sys tem o f

c o n t a i n m e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r  i t  i s ' a  p o s i t i v e  s p a c e  f o r

b u i . l d i n g  o p p o s i t i o n r ;  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  t h i n g  a s  a

s o u r c e  o f  s k i l l . s  w h i c h  a r e  e n a b l i n g ,  n o t  l e a s t  o f  a l l  f o r
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p u r p o s e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  o r g a n i z e d  r e s i s t a n c e  :  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a

b a d  t h i n g  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  d o m i n a t i . o n ,  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  a n d

l e g i t i m a t i o n ,  T h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a r e  r e a l  a n d  r e f l e c t  t h e

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  a s  F r i t h  &  C o r r i g a n  p o i n t

o u t .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  p o J . i t i c s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n

t h e i r  d a i l y  p r a c t i c e  a r e  c o n f u s e d .  ( 3 7 )  ( R e s i s t a n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n

j .n  Sou th  A f r i ca  has  recen t l y  seen  s t ra teg ies  o f  r  non -

c o l l a b o r a t i o n r  - L i b e r a t i o n  N o w !  E d u c a t i o n  L a t e r l - ,  a n d

' re fo rm is t r  s t ra teg i .es  l ook ing  fo r  p iece -mea l  changes  i n  the

sys tem.  )  Bu t  t o  t u rn  to  no t i ons  o f  rnon - fo rma l  r  educa t i on ,  wh ich

Fre i rean  though t  rn igh t  encourage  as  a  ma jo r  s t ra tegy  seens  to  be

a  b a d  o p t i o n .  I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o r g a n i s e d  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a

soc ia l l y  power fuJ .  i ns t i t u t i on  tha t  i t  i s  a  s i t e  o f  con tes ta t i on .

T o  v a c a t e  t h i s  s i t e  i s  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h i s  s t r u g g l e .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l

p rob len  i n  educa t i on  i s  no t  hoe  to  evade  the  power  o f  t he  s ta te ,

no r  even  how to  bes t  use  wha t  i s  ava i l ab le  i n  t he  s ta te  sys tem,

n o r  h o w  t o  r e s i s t  s t a t e  p o w e r  i n  e d u c a t i o n ;  i t  i s ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,

how to  take  con t ro l -  o f  t he  educa t i on  sys tem.  (38 )

The  p rocess  to \ . ra rds  th i s  end  w iLL  a rouse  no t  j us t  t he  oppos i t i on

o f  t h e  s t a t e r s  r e p r e s s i v e  f o r c e s ,  i t  w i l l -  p r o d u c e  m u c h  c o n f l i c t

o v e r  a p p r o p r l a t e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  a r o u n d  t h e  t w o  k e y  a r e a s  o f  c o n t e n t

a n d  c o n t r o l .  T h e  n a j o r  a r e a  o f  c o n f l i c t  i s  t i k e l y  t o  b e  b e t w e e n

those  who  seek  to  democra t i se  educa t i on  w i th in  a  f ramework  o f

equaL i t y  o f  oppor tun i t y  and  those  i {ho  seek  to  cons t ruc t  a  fo rm o f

m a s s  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  s o c i a t i s t  p r a c t i c e s . _  A t  a  m o r e

immed ia te  Leve l  t he  f i gh t  t o  ge t  SRC 's  recogn ised ,  expans  j -on  o f

teacher  au tonony ,  and  so  on ,  w i l L  be  g rea t t y  i n f l uenced  by  these
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I a r g e r  c o n c e r n s .  B u t  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  w i l l  h a v e  t o

b e  l a r g e l y  f o u g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s y s t . e m .

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION

A L t e r n a t i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  i . e .  e d u c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  s t a t e

p r o v i s i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  ' P e o p l e ' s  E d u c a t  j . o n r  a n d  o t h e r  n a m e s

is  a  s ign i f i can t  f ea tu re  i n  educa t i on  a t  p resen t .  Non-s ta te

in i t i a t i ves  have  nush rooned  in  the  wake  o f  t be  ex tens i ve

d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  1 9 8 4 .  L a r g e

numbers  o f  s tuden ts  a re  be ing  a t t rac ted  to  a l t e rna t i ve  ven tu res ,

rnany  o f  wh ich  a re  echoes  o f  s ta te  schoo ls ,  bu t  seeming  to  o f fe r

g rea te r  chance  o f  educa t i ona l  success .  Some o f  t hese  c la in  to  be

r p r o g r e s s i v e ' ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  c l e a r l y  o n l - y  p r o g r e s s i v e  b y  r e f e r e n c e

to  the  cond i t i ons  p reva i l i ng  i n  t he  s ta te  sys tem.

Obv iousJ .y  a  conce rn  fac ing  peop le  work ing  w i th in  the  amb j - t  o f

p F ^ n l a r q  F . l n . e i i n n  i g  :  W h e n  d O e S  t a l t e r n a t i V e  e d U C a t i O n r  b e c o n e

o p p o s i t j . o n a l  ,  a n d  w h e n  d o e s  i t  r e m a i n  s i m p l y  r a l t e r n a t i v e r ,

r i d ing  a long  nex t  t o  t he  s ta te  sys ten  as  bes t  i t  can  w i thou t

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  o r g a n i s e d

oppos i t i onaL  movemen t?  (  )

Peop le  who  a re  i nvo l ved  i n  the  deve l -opmen t  o f  a l - t e rna t i ve  me thods

and  ma te r ia l s  somet imes  cons t ruc t  an  accoun t  o f  t he i r  wo rk  by

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  i n i q u i t i e s  o f  B a n t u  E d u c a t i o n  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d

a n d  b y  a f l u s i o n  t o  a  r a d i c a l  o r  p r o g r e s s i v e  p e d a g o g y  o n  t h e

o the r .  Thus  new ly  deve loped  me thods  and  na te r i a l s  a re  p resen ted

a s  b e i n g  g o o d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n r t  c o n t a i n  t h e  s h o c k i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l

d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  r n a t e r i . a L s  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e
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d e s i g n e d  t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  a  r l e a r n e r - c e n t r e d r  a n d  ' p r o b l e m -

.  c l v i n g r  f r a m e w o r k ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t  c  o  n  s  c  i  e  n  t  i  z  a  t  i  o  n  |  .  T h i s  i s

. : h e  s a m e  m o v e  t h a t  F r e i r e  m a k e s ,  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  d i c h o t o m y

( e d u c a t i o n  f o r  d o r : r e s t i c a t . i o n  /  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  I i b e r a t i o n )  a n d

j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  r g o o d r  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  ' b a d ' .  I t  i s  n o t

su rp r i s i ng  then  tha t  F re i rean  te ru r i no logy  fo rms  pa r t  o f  t he

. l -ex i con  o f  p rog ress i ve  educa t i onaL  p rac t i ce .  Ee  seens  to  o f fe r

r -he  so lu t i on  o f  an  app roach  to  cu r r i cu lum and  pedagogy  tha t  i s  i n

! - t seL f  po l i t i ca l l y  nean ing fu l  ,  w i thou t  re fe rence  to  i t s

a r t i cu la t " i on  to  the  wor ld  o f  o_ rqan ised  po l i t i cs .  Th i s  paper  has

t r i ed  to  sho i l  t ha t  F re i re r  snp rov ides  no  d i rec t i on  a t  t he  Leve l  o f

s p e c i f i c  . e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  t h e n  h i s  u s e  n u s t

be  seen  as  p rov id ing  a  l anguage  o f  accoun t ing ,  as  p rov id ing  a

f ramework  fo r  accoun t ing  fo r  p rac t i ces  wh ich  a re  i n fo rmed  by

someth ing  e l se ,  pe rhaps  the  common sense  o f  t he  educa to rs ,  bu t

wh ich  a re  g i ven  nean ing  by  the i r  l oca t i on  i n  an  acc l -a imed  theo ry

o f  p e d a g o g y .  ( O f  c o u r s e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  m i g h t  w e l l  b e

' o p p o s i t i o n a l t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o u t l j . n e d  a b o v e  d e s p i t e  t h e  t i m i t s  o f

t h e  i  l a n g u a g e  o f  a c c o u n t i n g t  u s e d . )

Peop le rs  Educa t i on  has  been  p resen ted  as  a  p rocess  and  the

N a t i o n a l -  E d u c a t i o n  C r i s i s  C o r u n i t t e e  a s  a  r m o v e m e n t t .  S e e n  i n  t h i s

1 i  g h t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h i s

' . ' l l venen t  w i l l  be  bo th  con tes ted  and  po l i t i ca l .  One  v ray  tha t

P e o p l e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n

l J  t h a t  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s e r i o u s J - y .  T h i s

. ' .  + c e s s i t a t e s  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t

)oos  no t  ha rk  back  to  the  deba tes  w i th in  the  o rsan ised  svs ten  o f
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s ta te  p rov i s ion  bu t  a t tempts  to  l oca te  educa t i ona l  work  by  way : ro f

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  o r g a n i s e d  p o l i t i c s .  S u c h  a n  e f f o r t ,

a i m s  t o  f o s t e r  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  d e r n o c r a t i c  s o c i a l i s t  p r a c t i c e s .  I t

s e e k s  t o  f o s t e r  c u l t u r a L  g r o w t h  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  o n g o i n g  a n a l - y s i s  o f

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Va luab le  work  i n  t h i s  d i rec t i on  has  been  go ing  on  fo r  sou re  t im3 ,

as  re f l ec ted  i n  o rgan isa t i ona l  and  s tuden t  docu rnen ts .  Th i s

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  F r e i r e t s  w o r k  h a s  t r i e d  t o  s h o w ,  h o h r e v e r ,  t h e

d a n g e r  o f  r h e t o r i c  d i s p l a c i n g  s p e c i f i c i t y  i n  t h i s  w o r k .
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