APPLYING FOR ADMISSION TO THE DEGREE OF PHD IN ENGLISH LITERATURE

The Department of English and the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Cape Town provide a vibrant intellectual environment for doctoral research. There are a number of research seminars and other discussion forums running within the Faculty, including the Department itself, that host local and international speakers and present cutting-edge research and contemporary debates in the discipline as well as in the humanities more broadly, and the Department offers a wide and varied range of staff expertise for PhD supervision. 

Before proceeding with the application, potential applicants are encouraged to review the research interests of staff on the English Department Staff Directory http://www.english.uct.ac.za/academic-staff-overview in order to familiarize themselves with the available expertise and locate their prospective research within the Department. 

Prospective applicants are advised also to ensure they have adequate funding to cover their fees and study expenses (various bursaries and awards are available on successful application through the Postgraduate Funding Office – see below for more details). There are also often opportunities to tutor or teach a seminar elective within the Department, particularly in the second and third year of registration. Applicants should note the University requirement that PhD candidates be resident in Cape Town, or available to attend regular meetings at the University, for at least one academic year in total during the period of their registration.  
Admission requirements:
1. Masters degree or equivalent qualification.
2. Admission through the recognition of prior learning is possible in appropriate circumstances. Such admission is processed and decided in terms of the RPL policy and must be supported by the HOD and approved by the Director: Graduate Studies.
Application procedure: 
All applicants are required to submit a proposal together with the formal UCT application form to the Admissions Office. The proposals and supporting documents are forwarded from Admissions to the Faculty Office and are referred to the relevant HOD. The HOD makes a recommendation on the suitability of the applicant for the degree and returns this to the Faculty Office for approval by the Director: Graduate Studies.
Applicants whose applications are accepted by the Departmental Research Committee will be assigned a supervisor and admitted for registration by the Graduate School of Humanities while they prepare a detailed research proposal under supervision. A detailed 4,000 word research proposal (check guideline below) should be completed under supervision – and within six months of initial acceptance by the department – to the satisfaction of a Departmental Proposal Committee, the Faculty and the UCT Doctoral Degrees Board.  Note that proposals may be returned for revision. If, on resubmission, they are still found to be unsatisfactory, the Department may terminate student’s registration. 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL GUIDELINES:  DOCTORAL STUDENTS
Writing a thesis is a personal journey, and in English there is significant leeway in how you approach your work. Below please find information designed to guide you in putting together a proposal. It may be that, in consultation with your supervisor, you decide that aspects of this outline do not best facilitate a description of your project. However, we strongly recommend that you do use this document as a starting point. As a Research Committee, this is the information we will be looking for and on the basis of which we will assess your proposal.

Your proposal should include, possibly in this order:
· A thesis statement or research question.
· A rationale for choosing this topic: why is it important, and what contribution to the field could you make? Link this to a brief literature review - what sources will be most important to you, and how will your work be different?
· About a page sketching out your theoretical approach (pay special attention to this if the theoretical approach is part of your research question).
· An outline of chapters, with a paragraph on each one - the main ideas, and how you'll go about discussing them. Try to give the sense of an overall and developing argument for the whole thesis. Be as specific as possible about your primary texts. Why have you chosen these particular texts, and what work do they do in terms of the overall conceptual design of your own project?
· A time schedule specifying expected completion dates of each chapter (Remember that for December graduation, final thesis submission is around September. For June graduation, final submission is around April. Factor these deadlines in to your planning. You should hand in your final draft to your supervisor at least 6 weeks before it is due at Faculty, to enable you to make any changes). Also, check the final word count requirement for the dissertation, and specify how many words you'll spend on each chapter.
· A bibliography – you can divide this into two parts at this stage: the first part books that you have read and that you know you’ll be using; the second part books/articles that you know about and would like to consult, but haven’t read yet. Bibliographies are crucial indicators of the quality of your work. They give your examiners an idea of where you are coming from theoretically and methodologically, and of how up-to-date the research is. Many examiners turn to the bibliography first, upon receiving a thesis to examine. Journal articles are usually a few years ahead of books that come out. So when a student has hardly any articles in the bibliography, the thesis looks out of date from the start. Make use of the electronic databases in the library to do regular searches for the latest work in your area.
Funding opportunities:

Funding opportunities are available for all postgraduate students. Consult the Postgraduate Funding Office http://www.uct.ac.za/apply/funding/postgraduate/applications/ website for more details. The deadline for funding application for South African students is 31 October. International students must apply by 31 July.

Registration procedure: 
Registration is processed in the Faculty Office. The student is required to complete an MOU and to obtain the signatures of the Programme Convenor/HoD and the Dean's representative (Deputy Dean: Research, Director: Graduate Programmes or Graduate Programmes Officer) before the registration is completed and recorded on the system. If the recommendation of the HDC is a provisional registration pending further work to the proposal, such a student may be provisionally registered for a period of six months after which the registration is reviewed. Provisional registration will only be extended if a revised proposal is submitted and approved by the HOD. If no revised proposal is forthcoming, the registration will be cancelled.
Appointment of supervisors:
Supervisors are nominated by the HDC at the meeting where the application is decided. The HOD recommends the nominated supervisor to the Faculty Office who refers the recommendation for ratification to the Director: Graduate Studies. It is then published in the Dean's Circular.
Progression:
· Continuing students' performance is monitored annually. Before re-registration is recommended in subsequent years, supervisors confirm though the HDC that progress has been satisfactory (October each year). The HOD reports to Faculty Examinations Committee on the progress of students registered for a PhD.
· The Faculty Office enters the appropriate code for each student (CON for continue or IND for poor progress). Students whose progress is deemed by the supervisor and HDC to be unsatisfactory are informed by the GSH that re-registration will not be permitted. Students exceeding the recommended time for the degree are also informed of this.
Examination procedures: 
Examination of Doctoral theses is administered by the Doctoral Degrees Office. Candidates are required to advise the DDO of intention to submit by advertised dates. Once such notice is received, the DDO requests nominations for examiners from supervisors. Nominations are put to the Doctoral Committee of Assessors for Faculty approval, and if supported, submitted to DDO for Doctoral Degrees Board approval. Thesis is submitted to DDO for examination.
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