DEPARTMENT FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGIONS  
[bookmark: _heading=h.l2tfxeqqd92z]& DEPARTMENT OF AFRICAN FEMINIST STUDIES 
are offering a new Masters  degree starting in 2023

MPhil in Islam, Gender and Sexuality (192 NQF credits)
[HM041DOH09 ]

The degree is offered over two years/four semesters. Year one requires weekly in-person attendance and year two will be offered through a minimum of four teaching blocks.
Programme Conveners:
Associate Professor. Sa’diyya Shaikh and Dr Fatima Seedat

Admission requirements:
(a) Faculty requirements are set out under Rules FM3.
(b) Specialisation requirements:
· An Honours degree or its equivalent in a field relating to the Study of Religions,  Gender Studies or African Feminist Studies;
· A minimum pass of 68% in the final honours dissertation;
· An outline of proposed research interests and research focus 
(c) Acceptance is on the recommendation of the Programme Convenors. Accepted students  may register for this specialisation either through the Department for the Study of Religions or the Department of African Feminist Studies 

External candidates and UCT students must apply formally via Admissions. 
Candidates are required to submit a:
 	a) a detailed CV
 	b) letter of motivation (1000 words) 
c) sample of academic writing and
 	d) complete academic transcripts 
The motivation letter must be no less than 1000 words and display knowledge and interest in issues of gender, religion and sexuality 
Prescribed curriculum:
Master’s students are required to complete a minor dissertation (96 NQF credits), four compulsory  taught courses (72 NQF credits) and one elective taught course (24 NQF credits) which may be at HEQSF level 8 (4000 level). ). Courses are taken over two years/four semesters. 
In semester one students take one compulsory core course (REL 5018F) and one elective (see list below). In semester two students take DOH5100S and the second core course (REL 501
9S). In the first half of year two, (semester three) students register for DOH5100F. During year 2 students also register for the Minor Dissertation in both semesters. Year one requires regular in-person attendance every week and year two will be offered in a minimum of four blocks.

Compulsory (core) course:
	Code
	Course	NQF Credits	HEQSF Level

	REL5003W
	Minor Dissertation	96	9

	REL5018F
	Religion and Gender	24	9

	REL5091S
	Explorations in Islam                                                                      24                        9

	DOH5100S
	IGS: Research Methods A                                                              12                        9

	DOH5101F
	IGS: Research Methods B                                                              12                        9


Elective courses: 

The elective must be taken in the first semester of first year of the degree The elective may be one of the following courses from Department of African Feminist Studies or Department for the Study of Religions which provides a disciplinary concentration in a chosen field or one course from other specialisations offered within the Faculty. This may be based outside of Religion of Feminist Studies, providing the course relates to the general focus of the research project. 

	Code
	Course	NQF Credits	HEQSF Level

	REL5117F
	Critical Terms in the Study of Religions 1	24	9

	REL5115F
	Islamic Studies                                                                                24                        9

	AFS5104F
	Contemporary African Feminist Theorisation	24	9

	AFS4106F
	Introduction to Gender and Transformation                                    24                       9



DOH5100F Islam, Gender & Sexuality: Research Method and Design A
Course Description: This course aims to provide critical engagement on epistemology and research methodology in the study of gender, sexuality and Islam. It seeks to provide students with the theoretical and methodological tools to develop a thesis proposal which is informed by the interdisciplinary insights at the convergence of the study of gender, sexuality and Islam. It aims to support Masters level researchers in religious studies and gender studies in the design, and implementation of their individual research projects, as well to ensure a peer-based cohort of young scholars capable of critical and engaged discussion on research processes within an African context.
Assessment: Participation: 30%, Paper 1: 10%, Paper 2: 10%, Proposal: 50% 

DOH5101S Islam, Gender & Sexuality: Research Method and Design B
Course Description: This course aims to support and develop critical research skills in the study of Islam, gender, and sexuality initiated in Research Methods A. The course will support Masters students in their research process, by developing and refining core epistemological, theoretical, methodological skills in African feminist approaches to the study of Islam. Students are guided in the processes of data collection, data analysis and developing research findings through the course of dissertation writing. Following from Research Methods A, the course will ensure a peer-based cohort of young scholars capable of critical and engaged discussion on research processes within an African context. Participation: 30%, Paper 1: 30%, Paper 2 and Presentation : 40%

