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UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO THE DEGREE OF 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy is a research degree, normally obtainable after completion of a Master’s degree.  A candidate may proceed through any of the faculties of the University in accordance with the rules and those of the Faculty concerned.  It is not essential for a candidate to proceed through the Faculty in which he/she obtained his/her bachelor’s degree and master’s degree.

When considering an application for registration for the degree of PhD the Senate will be guided by the following as being appropriate admission requirements:

PREVIOUS EDUCATION
Candidates must demonstrate that they have the necessary competencies in research methodology and practice that are required for the completion of an independent study research degree.  When considering an application for registration for a PhD, the Senate will be guided by the Deputy Dean: Research and evidence that the candidate is in possession of one of the following qualifications:

(a) a recognised master’s degree; 

(b)  a recognised honour’s degree, or a recognised four-year bachelor’s degree, plus at least one year’s registration for an approved master’s degree; 

(c) a recognised three-year bachelor’s degree plus at least two years registration for an approved master’s degree; 

(d) a recognised MBChB, LLB, BProc or BArch degree or any qualification recognised by Senate as being equivalent; 

(e) in special circumstances, at the discretion of Senate, an approved bachelor’s degree or qualification recognised by Senate as equivalent.

A candidate for the PhD degree must be registered for at least two years for the degree.  Before a person may be registered for the degree, his/her candidature must be approved by Senate on the recommendation of the Board of the Faculty and the Head of the Department concerned.  An applicant must give such evidence of his/her qualifications and attainments and complete such preliminary work as Senate may require, and must satisfy Senate as to the suitability of his/her subject and programme of research and as to the conditions under which the work will be carried out. In addition, the candidate must be proficient in English.  International applicants for whom English is a second language are required to submit one of the following:

· A recent score on the TOEFL Test of at least 570 (paper-based) or 230 (computer-based) or 88 (internet-based).  This must be obtained within 3-5 years before applying to UCT.

· A recent overall band score of 7.0 (with no individual element of the test scoring below 6.0) on the international English Language Testing System (IELTS). 

Information on the TOEFL test is available from toefl@ets.org or www.toefl.org and for the IELTS through the British consulate or embassy in the applicant’s home country.

AVAILABILITY OF A QUALIFIED SUPERVISOR
For details of Faculty staff and their research interests, please visit our website at http://www.humanities.uct.ac.za/postgraduate/departments/agi/  Under no circumstances will an application be considered if no suitable supervisor is found.

IDENTIFICATION OF AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RESEARCH THAT WILL MAKE AN ORIGINAL AND SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO KNOWLEDGE 
A PhD dissertation must focus on an important and substantive research problem and its outcome must be an original contribution to knowledge within the field of research.  Conducting a study in South Africa that has previously been conducted in another country generally would not meet the entry requirements, unless a compelling theoretical case can be presented to show why the generalisation of existing theory is likely to be subject to boundary conditions that would be revealed by the proposed research.

The theoretical foundation, proposed methodology and contribution of the research must be captured in a Research Proposal, comprising approximately twenty pages and including about fifty citations of articles from the scholarly literature.

The following headings may be helpful as a preliminary guide: 

· Introduction/background of study

· Definitions

· Research problem/focus of study

· Theoretical considerations

· Research plan

· Methodology

· Theoretical aspects, evidence and data

· Scheduling

· Value of project

· Bibliography

GENERAL INFORMATION:
· It is also highly recommended that the candidate is resident in Cape Town to complete his/her research. 

· Acceptance is dependent on available capacity in the Faculty.

· A candidate must be registered for at least two consecutive years, although registration for a year at another university may be accepted as part of that period.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
Once the initial requirement of indentifying a supervisor has been satisfied, the applicant will be required to submit the following to the Graduate Programmes Officer in the Faculty:

Ms Anne Wegerhoff
Tel (021) 6504414
Email: anne.wegerhoff@uct.ac.za

· A brief application letter (not more than 2 pages) setting out why the applicant intends to pursue research in the Faculty;

· A copy of the applicant’s CV;

· A preliminary research proposal (between 5 and 10 pages);

· Two academic referee reports attesting to the applicant’s ability and potential to carry out research at doctoral level;

· An indication of how the studies will be funded.

At the same time, an official application must be made to the University of Cape Town.  Application can be made online at (http://www.uct.ac.za/ then click the purple tab on the right-hand side “Apply online to study at UCT”) or forms can be downloaded from the following link http://www.uct.ac.za/apply/applications/forms/ 
Following receipt of this documentation, the application will be submitted to the relevant department’s Higher Degrees Committee for review.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
There is no application deadline must applicants must register by 1 May in the year of application.

Applicants accepted on a full research proposal must register formally before 1 May and renew registration every year thereafter before 28 February.  Applicants accepted on a research outline only will be required to register formally before 1 May and spend the next six months finalising the research proposal.  Renewal of registration the following year is dependent on having obtained approval of the formal proposal. 

FEES: 

The fee for a PhD for 2011 academic year is R11,180.  In addition, International students are also required to pay an International Term Fee of R22,500.

FUNDING
UCT places great emphasis on postgraduate study.  Limited financial support is available in the form of scholarships and bursaries.  Certain awards are granted exclusively on academic merit, while others take financial need into account.  For information on financial assistance offered for PhD study, please contact: Postgraduate Centre and Funding Office, Otto Beit Building, University Avenue, Upper Campus, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7701, Fax:021-6504352,Tel:021-6503622 email: pgfunding@uct.ac.za website URL http://www.uct.ac.za/apply/funding/postgraduate/applications
FURTHER QUESTIONS or comments regarding the PhD programme, can be directed to Ms Wegerhoff (anne.wegerhoff@uct.ac.za)
Department of Political Studies – please see specific requirements http://web.uct.ac.za/depts/politics/pg/PhD/PhD.htm
Department of Psychology - please see specific requirements, http://www.humanities.uct.ac.za/postgraduate/departments/psychology/
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