[image: http://www.uct.ac.za/images/uct.ac.za/about/intro/logo/UCThoriz_logo1_CMYK.jpg]
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\My Documents\My Pictures\Rel Studs pic.png]
Department of Religious Studies
Ethics Clearance Request for Department Ethics Convener
	PROJECT INFORMATION

	Department
	:
	

	Researcher Details 
	:
	

	1. Please include details of all researchers working on this project
2. Details should include name, telephone numbers & email address

	Degree Programme
	:
	

	Research Supervisor/s
	:
	

	Project Title
	:
	

	Brief description of the project:  

	ETHICS INFORMATION

	1. Have you read the UCT research ethics code for research involving human participants?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	http://www.uct.ac.za/downloads/uct.ac.za/about/policies/humanresearch_ethics_policy.pdf

	2. Have you read the UCT Humanities faculty guide to research ethics?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	http://www.humanities.uct.ac.za/downloads/humanities/postgrad/gradschool/navthesis/ethics/UCT_Humanities_Ethics.pdf

	DETAILS OF PROPOSED DATA COLLECTION

	3. Is your research making use of human subjects as sources of data?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	4. Briefly outline your plans for data collection:

	

	5. Description of participants
	:
	

	6. Estimated number of participants
	:
	

	7. Estimated duration of study
	:
	

	8. Location of study
	:
	

	9. Is the study being sponsored or funded?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Details:

	INFORMED CONSENT

	10. Will you secure the informed consent of all participants in the research?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	11. If there is any reason for withholding any information from participants about your identity and your research purpose, explain this in detail below:

	

	Note: An information sheet should be prepared for the participants in your research which should provide reasonable and sufficient knowledge about you, your background and location, and your research intentions.

	12. Will you be conducting research involving UCT students?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Describe:

	Note: A DSA 100 form (“Research Access to Students”) must be submitted to the UCT Department of Student Affairs after you have obtained the necessary Department approvals for your research.  Obtain a copy from the postgraduate administrator in the department.

	13. Will you be conducting research involving children?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Describe:

	14. Will you have the consent of the children as much as that is possible, or the consent of their guardians, parents or caretakers?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Describe:

	15. Will participants require a covering letter for their place of work / study detailing the intended research?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Note:	Liaise with your supervisor to draft a covering letter which must be printed on a department letterhead and signed by your supervisor.

	CONFIDENTIALITY / PROTECTION OF DATA

	16. Are you able to offer confidentiality to participants if they don’t want their identity revealed in your write-up?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Details:

	Who will have access to the raw data and what steps will be taken to keep it secure? 
(eg. the transcripts, recordings, data sets containing the pre-analysed data, as well as any signed forms) 



	RISK TO PARTICIPANTS / UCT

	17. Are there any foreseeable risks of physical, psychological or social harm to participants that might result from or occur in the course of the research?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	If YES, outline below what these may be and what steps you plan to take to prevent such harm from being suffered:

	

	18. Are there any foreseeable risks of harm to UCT or to other institutions that might result from or occur in the course of the research?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	If YES, give details and state below why you think the research is nonetheless worthwhile:

	

	19. Are there any other ethical issues that you think might arise during the course of the research?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Describe:

	CHECKLIST

	Detailed research proposal for department
	YES
	
	NO
	

	A copy of the proposed questionnaire, or set of interview questions
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Information sheet for participants
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Consent form for participants
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Covering letter for participant’s place of work / study (if required)
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Approval from Department (with Department Stamp)
	YES
	
	NO
	





	DECLARATION

	The researcher is expected to declare to the Ethics Convener the presence of any potential or existing conflict of interest that may potentially pose a threat to the scientific integrity and ethical conduct of any research in the Faculty. The Ethics Convener will decide whether such conflicts are sufficient as to warrant consideration of their impact on the ethical conduct of the study. 
Disclosure of conflict of interest does not imply that a study will be deemed unethical, as the mere existence of a conflict of interest does not mean that a study cannot be conducted ethically. However, failure to declare to the Ethics Convener a conflict of interest known to the researcher at the outset of the study will be deemed to be unethical conduct. 
Researchers are therefore expected to sign either of the two declarations below.

	a) As the Principal Researcher in this study, I hereby declare that I am not aware of any potential conflict of interest which may influence my ethical conduct of this study. 

	Name
	:
	

	Signature
	:
	

	Date
	:
	

	
	
	

	b) As the Principal Researcher in this study, I hereby declare that I am aware of potential conflicts of interest which should be considered by the Committee:

	Name
	:
	

	Signature
	:
	

	Date
	:
	

	
	
	

	If b), summarise below:











	SUPERVISORS APPROVAL

	Research Proposal & Research Methods has been approved by supervisor
	
	(tick)

	Research Proposal & Research Methods has been approved, subject to provisions stipulated below
	
	(tick)

	Stipulations:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Name (Supervisor)
	:
	

	Signature
	:
	

	
	Date  :
	

	
	
	







	DEPARTMENT APPROVAL

	Ethics clearance has been approved by ethics convener consent
	
	(tick)

	Ethics clearance has been approved, subject to provisions stipulated below
	
	(tick)

	Stipulations:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Name (Committee Nominee)
	:
	

	Signature
	:
	

	
	Date:
	

	
	
	

	Ethics Committee members:

	Prof Asonzeh Ukah
	Head of Department

	Dr Louis Blond
	Postgraduate Convener

	A/Prof Elisabetta Porcu
	Department Ethics Committee Representative

	
	Supervisor or relevant staff member (where appropriate)
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