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Sample Consent Forms


Example A
Informed Consent Statement for Survey Respondents
(verbal consent)

This style is to be used when you are interviewing a large sample of people and securing an actual signature is neither feasible or may make respondents vulnerable, or distrust any guarantees of confidentiality.  In this case, the interviewer reads out the informed consent statement and proceeds with the actual interview only if they verbally signal their consent.

The interviewer should also leave behind an Information Sheet so that the respondent can contact a responsible research official should they feel they have been abused or victimized by their involvement in the research.

Example B
Informed Consent Statement for Elite Survey Respondents
(signed consent)

This style is to be used when you are administering a structured interview to a sample of respondents such as government officials, members of parliament, local councilors etc… In this case, the interviewer should read out the informed consent statement and proceed with the actual interview once the respondent has signed.

The interviewer should also leave behind an Information Sheet so that the respondent can contact a responsible research official should they feel they have been abused or victimized by their involvement in the research.

Example C
General Informed Consent Form for Key Informants
(signed consent)

This style is to be used when you are conducting a semi-structured interview with a relatively small number of respondents or key informants such as government officials, members of parliament, local councilors, etc. 

The interviewer should read out the informed consent statement and obtain signed consent before conducting the interview.  You should also obtain clear agreement on the ground rules about attribution (e.g. whether or not they can be personally identified, and whether or not you can directly quote or paraphrase).

The interviewer should also leave behind an Information Sheet so that the respondent can contact a responsible research official should they feel they have been abused or victimized by their involvement in the research.
Example A
Informed Consent Statement for Survey Respondents
(plus example of verbal consent statement)

The Informed Consent Statement should be placed so that it is can be read out to the respondent before the actual interview begins, preferably on the first page of the questionnaire.  In general, the statement should enable the respondent to indicate that they: 

· Agree to participate in the research project.
· Have heard the consent statement and the information it contains and had the opportunity to ask questions about them.
· Agree to their responses being used for education and research on the condition that their privacy is respected, and that they understand that any personal details may be included in the research will be used in aggregate form only, so that they cannot be personally identified
· Understand the purpose of the research
· Understand why they were selected to participate
· Understand how they were selected to participate
· Understand they are under no obligation to take part in the study
· Understand that they have the right to refuse to answer any questions, or to withdraw from the study at any stage.
· Understand that the results of the study might be published in a research journal or book.  
· In the case of dissertation research, they should understand that the document will be available to readers in a university library in printed form, and possibly in electronic form as well.

(see next page for a sample consent statement which may be adapted for your purposes)



	SAMPLE CONSENT STATEMENT

Good day.  My name is ____.  I am from the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Cape Town. We are doing this research for the ________ project. The is a _________being conducted by researchers from the University of Cape Town for the purposes of _________.  

I am studying the views of _________________in order to learn more about ______________________________________.

I would like to discuss these issues with a member of your household in an interview.  Every person in the country has an equal chance of being included in this study. All information will be kept confidential.  Your household has been chosen by chance.  I would like to choose an adult from your household.

This interview will take about 60 minutes.  There is no penalty for refusing to take part. And if they do choose to take part, they may stop at any time, or skip any questions they do not wish to answer without penalty.  


[If yes] May I please interview this person now?
[If no]  Will this person return her at any time today?
[If no] Thank you very much.  
[If yes]  Please tell this person that I will return for an interview at:  [Insert convenient time]


[If selected person is not the same person you first met, repeat introduction]

Good day.  My name is ____.  I am from the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Cape Town. We are doing this research for the ________ project. The is a _________being conducted by researchers from the University of Cape Town for the purposes of _________.  

I am studying the views of _________________in order to learn more about ______________________________________.

I would like to discuss these issues with a member of your household in an interview.  Every person in the country has an equal chance of being included in this study. All information will be kept confidential.  Your household has been chosen by chance.  I would like to choose an adult from your household.

This interview will take about 60 minutes.  There is no penalty for refusing to take part. And if they do choose to take part, they may stop at any time, or skip any questions they do not wish to answer without penalty.  

Please remember there is no penalty for not participating, and your answer will be kept confidential.  If you choose to take part you may stop at anytime, or skip any questions that you do not wish to answer without any penalty.  Do you wish to proceed?  [Proceed with interview only if response is positive]







Example B
Informed Consent Statement for Elite Survey Respondents

The Informed Consent Statement should be placed so that it is can be read out loud to the respondent before the actual interview begins, preferably on the first page of the questionnaire, and then the respondent can sign to indicate their consent.   In general, the statement should enable the respondent to indicate that they: 

· Agree to participate in the research project.
· Have read the consent statement and the information it contains and had the opportunity to ask questions about them.
· Agree to their responses being used for education and research on the condition that their privacy is respected, and that they understand that any personal details may be included in the research will be used in aggregate form only, so that they cannot be personally identified.
· Understand the purpose of the research.
· Understand why they were selected to participate (e.g. the nature of their expertise, or position).
· Understand how they were selected to participate (e.g. randomly or purposive selection).
· Understand they are under no obligation to take part in the study.
· Understand that they have the right to refuse to answer any questions, or to withdraw from the study at any stage.
· Understand that the results of the study might be published in a research journal or book.  
· In the case of dissertation research, they should understand that the document will be available to readers in a university library in printed form, and possibly in electronic form as well.

(see next page for sample consent form for Elite Survey Respondents to sign)
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Example B - Informed Consent Form for Elite Survey Respondents

Name of researcher:
	




Title of research project: 
	




By filling out this questionnaire / answering the questions put to me:
· I agree to participate in this research project.
· I have read this consent form and the information it contains and had the opportunity to ask questions about them.
· I understand that I was selected to participate in this study due to my [ expertise / position ] (delete as applicable.)
· I understand that I was selected randomly from a larger group of people [ with my expertise / in my position ] (delete as applicable.)
· I agree to my responses being used for education and research on condition my privacy is respected.  I understand that my responses will be used in aggregate form only, so that I will not be personally identifiable.
· I understand that I am under no obligation to take part in this project.
· I understand I have the right to withdraw from this project at any stage.
· I understand that this research might be published in a research journal or book. In the case of dissertation research, the document will be available to readers in a university library in printed form, and possibly in electronic form as well.
	Name of Participant 
(or Guardian if participant is under 18)
	:
	

	Signature of Participant 
(or Guardian if participant is under 18)
	:
	

	Date
	:
	



	The researcher must supply you with an Information sheet which provides his / her contact details, outlines the nature of the research and how the information will be used and explains what your participation in the research involves (e.g. how long it will take, participants’ roles and rights (including the right to skip questions or withdraw without penalty at any time), any anticipated risks/benefits which may arise as a result of participating, any costs or payment involved (even if none, these should be stated))

	Has this been provided?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Have your received verbal confirmation/explanations where needed?
	Yes
	
	No
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Example C - Informed Consent Form for Key Informants

Name of researcher:
	




Title of research project: 
	



By filling out this questionnaire / answering the questions put to me:
· I agree to participate in this research project.
· I have read this consent form and the information it contains and had the opportunity to ask questions about them.
· I agree to my responses being used for education and research on condition my privacy is respected, subject to the following: - (tick as appropriate)

	
	Yes
	No

	My name may be used in the published research
	
	

	My personal details (e.g. age, occupation, position) may be included in the published research
	
	

	My responses can only be used in a way that I cannot be personally identifiable
	
	



· I understand that I am under no obligation to take part in this project.
· I understand I have the right to withdraw from this project at any stage.
· I understand that this research might be published in a research journal or book. In the case of dissertation research, the document will be available to readers in a university library in printed form, and possibly in electronic form as well.
	Name of Participant 
(or Guardian if participant is under 18)
	:
	

	Signature of Participant 
(or Guardian if participant is under 18)
	:
	

	Date
	:
	



	The researcher must supply you with an Information sheet which provides his / her contact details, outlines the nature of the research and how the information will be used and explains what your participation in the research involves (e.g. how long it will take, participants’ roles and rights (including the right to skip questions or withdraw without penalty at any time), any anticipated risks/benefits which may arise as a result of participating, any costs or payment involved (even if none, these should be stated))

	Has this been provided?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Have your received verbal confirmation/explanations where needed?
	Yes
	
	No
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