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Ṣūfī-ism (al-Taṣawwuf) has been foundational to the development of Islam at the Cape of Good
Hope since the seventeenth century. From the arrival of Shaykh Yusuf of Makassar (1626–1699 CE)
as a political exile in 1694 CE, to the establishment of the first mosque and madrasah by Tuan
Guru, Abdullah ibn Qadi Abdus Salaam (1710–1807 CE), Ṣūfī brotherhoods, practices, and
epistemologies have shaped Muslim communal life in Southern Africa. Yet current scholarship on
Cape Islam has predominantly centred on institutional history, legal development, and
biographical hagiography, leaving the political theology embedded within the writings of these
founding Ṣūfī masters largely unexamined.

This thesis attempts to address that gap through two original contributions. First, it undertakes
the first systematic codicological and content analysis of Tuan Guru's Arabic manuscript al-
maʿrifah wa-l-īmān wa-l-islām, reading it for its political theology, specifically its articulation of
authority, justice, and the Muslim community under colonial rule. Second, it conducts the first
comparative political-theological study of Tuan Guru and Shaykh Yusuf of Makassar, drawing on
the author's prior manuscript analysis of Shaykh Yusuf's Qurrat al-ʿAyn (Majal 2024).

The theoretical framework departs from Ovamir Anjum's authoritative typology of Islamic
political theology, which identifies two dominant models: the ascending Sunnī caliphal tradition, in
which authority flows upward from the Umma, and the descending Shīʿī imamate tradition, in
which authority flows downward through divinely sanctioned lineage. This thesis argues that
Anjum's framework contains a structural lacuna, the absence of Ṣūfī political theology as a
distinct third model. In this third model, articulated by exiled masters under colonial rule, political
authority derives neither from communal election nor genealogical succession, but from the
Shaykh's wilāyah, his spiritual inheritance of the prophetic light (al-Nūr al-Muḥammadī),  which
constitutes a rival pole of legitimacy against which colonial governance is measured and
ultimately found wanting.

The methodology is archival-historical and textual-analytical. Primary sources are Arabic
manuscripts, translated directly by the researcher. The comparative analysis is further informed
by Edward Said's reflections on exile as a critical vantage point and by the literature on African
al-Taṣawwuf as a tradition shaped by displacement, minority status, and hermeneutics of
survival under non-Muslim rule.

The significance of this research is threefold. It makes an original primary-source contribution to
South African Islamic history through codicological manuscript analysis. It introduces Ṣūfī Political
Theology as a new analytical category to African Islamic studies — a category structurally
absent from the dominant theoretical framework. And it establishes the Cape of Good Hope as a
serious site of Islamic intellectual history, demonstrating that the political theology forged in
exile by Tuan Guru and Shaykh Yusuf constitutes not merely a local curiosity, but a distinctive
contribution to the broader tradition of Islamic political thought.
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	Reconciliation in South Africa since 1994: The Place of the Charismatic Church in a Time of Discontinuity and Discontent
	09:30 - 10:00 REL SEMINAR ROOM, LS 5.67
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	MALIBONGWE PHILLIP (PHD STUDENT)
	The post-1994 reconciliation agenda in South Africa has revealed its shortcomings and its relationship to recurring protests and social unrest. Against this background, this study investigates how the Charismatic Church can contribute to reconciliation independently of the state, while still addressing the structural causes behind the failure of reconciliation efforts. Special attention is given to the role Charismatic Church leaders and ordinary practitioners activities can play in facilitating the goals of the 1994 reconciliation agenda. Data for this study will be generated and collected in Rondebosch (Cape Town) and Rosebank (Johannesburg). These locations were selected in order to engage participants from diverse social groups and backgrounds. Charismatic churches located in suburban contexts are known to attract people from different social classes and communities, thus providing the potential to capture perspectives from both informal settlements and suburban participants.
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	JOIN THE MEETING NOW

	JOHN BESCHE  (MASTERS STUDENT)
	This presentation introduces a master’s dissertation on Afrikaner public monuments — how they embody and (re)produce Afrikaner identity politics and, in turn, the Afrikaner civil religion — by unpacking a chapter examining the National Women’s Monument in Bloemfontein. The presentation identifies the theory, methodology, and research question behind the dissertation and explores how that analytical framework is being applied to a single case study. Drawing on theories of discourse, embodiment, and materiality, the research explores how the monument encoded themes of suffering, sacrifice, and chosenness following the Anglo-Boer War, and how those meanings are reinterpreted in democratic South Africa through processes of heritagisation and contestation. Methodologically, the project combines archival research with analysis of monumental space, symbolism, and public memory. The presentation invites critical engagement with the project’s analytical framework and opens a discussion on how Religious Studies engages the built environment.
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	WAEL ALSHAYKHI  (PHD STUDENT)
	This research examines how religion shapes the foreign policies and international relations of four Middle Eastern states — Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, and Turkey. Drawing on post-secular theory and foreign policy analysis, the study compares how each state invokes religion as a source of political legitimacy, soft power, and diplomatic identity. It also investigates the role of religion in the Palestine–Israel conflict and critically assesses the limits of secular frameworks in understanding Middle Eastern international relations. The study contributes a state-centred comparative analysis that bridges Religious Studies and International Relations.
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	Ṣūfī-ism (al-Taṣawwuf) has been foundational to the development of Islam at the Cape of Good Hope since the seventeenth century. From the arrival of Shaykh Yusuf of Makassar (1626–1699 CE) as a political exile in 1694 CE, to the establishment of the first mosque and madrasah by Tuan Guru, Abdullah ibn Qadi Abdus Salaam (1710–1807 CE), Ṣūfī brotherhoods, practices, and epistemologies have shaped Muslim communal life in Southern Africa. Yet current scholarship on Cape Islam has predominantly centred on institutional history, legal development, and biographical hagiography, leaving the political theology embedded within the writings of these founding Ṣūfī masters largely unexamined.
	This thesis attempts to address that gap through two original contributions. First, it undertakes the first systematic codicological and content analysis of Tuan Guru's Arabic manuscript al-maʿrifah wa-l-īmān wa-l-islām, reading it for its political theology, specifically its articulation of authority, justice, and the Muslim community under colonial rule. Second, it conducts the first comparative political-theological study of Tuan Guru and Shaykh Yusuf of Makassar, drawing on the author's prior manuscript analysis of Shaykh Yusuf's Qurrat al-ʿAyn (Majal 2024).
	The theoretical framework departs from Ovamir Anjum's authoritative typology of Islamic political theology, which identifies two dominant models: the ascending Sunnī caliphal tradition, in which authority flows upward from the Umma, and the descending Shīʿī imamate tradition, in which authority flows downward through divinely sanctioned lineage. This thesis argues that Anjum's framework contains a structural lacuna, the absence of Ṣūfī political theology as a distinct third model. In this third model, articulated by exiled masters under colonial rule, political authority derives neither from communal election nor genealogical succession, but from the Shaykh's wilāyah, his spiritual inheritance of the prophetic light (al-Nūr al-Muḥammadī),  which constitutes a rival pole of legitimacy against which colonial governance is measured and ultimately found wanting.
	The methodology is archival-historical and textual-analytical. Primary sources are Arabic manuscripts, translated directly by the researcher. The comparative analysis is further informed by Edward Said's reflections on exile as a critical vantage point and by the literature on African al-Taṣawwuf as a tradition shaped by displacement, minority status, and hermeneutics of survival under non-Muslim rule.
	The significance of this research is threefold. It makes an original primary-source contribution to South African Islamic history through codicological manuscript analysis. It introduces Ṣūfī Political Theology as a new analytical category to African Islamic studies — a category structurally absent from the dominant theoretical framework. And it establishes the Cape of Good Hope as a serious site of Islamic intellectual history, demonstrating that the political theology forged in exile by Tuan Guru and Shaykh Yusuf constitutes not merely a local curiosity, but a distinctive contribution to the broader tradition of Islamic political thought.




