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Reimagin ing Languages and Li teratures in T imes of
Transformat ion: Poss ib i l i t ies and Limitat ions

The School of Languages and Li teratures (SLL ) at the Un ive r s i t y
of Cape Town (UCT) inv i tes scho la r s , researchers , and
pract i t ioners to par t ic ipate in a sympos ium on the theme:

“Reimagin ing Languages and Li teratures in T imes of
Transformat ion: Poss ib i l i t ies and Limitat ions .”

Across the g lobe , ins t i tu t ions of h igher learn ing are grapp l ing wi th
t rans fo rmat ions in knowledge product ion , pedagogy , ins t i tu t iona l
cu l tu re , and soc ia l engagement . I n the contex t of Af r ica , these
t rans fo rmat ions are of ten shaped by press ing ques t ions of
mult i l ingual ism, epistemic just ice , decolonia l i ty , socia l
inc lus ion , and the reconf igurat ion of disc ip l inary boundar ies .

Gu ided by pr inc ip les cent ra l to UCT ’ s v i s ion of t rans fo rmat ion ,
inc lud ing mult i l ingual ism, divers i ty , inc lus iv i ty and
accessib i l i ty , socia l and epistemic just ice and redress , care
and humi l i ty , equi ty , fa i rness , and meaningfu l socia l
engagement , t h i s sympos ium seeks to exp lo re how scho la r s of
language and l i te ratu re respond to and enact t rans fo rmat ion in
the i r research , teaching , inst i tut ional pract ices , and
communi ty engagement .

Echo ing and bu i ld ing upon the engagements dur ing a prev ious SLL
Sympos ium in November 2024* , th i s event a ims to prov ide a space
for c r i t i ca l re f lect ion , d ia logue , and knowledge exchange on the
oppor tun i t ies and l im i ta t ions of t rans fo rmat ion in the human i t ies ,
par t icu la r l y w i th in the f ie lds of languages , l i te ra tu res , and re la ted
in te rd i sc ip l i na ry areas .

*Th i s sympos ium fo l lows on f rom an event he ld on Tuesday , 26 November
2024, under the theme: “Languages and L i te ratu res in T imes of
T rans fo rmat ion : Oppor tun i t ies and Cha l lenges . ” P rev ious at tendance i s not a
pre requ i s i te .



Object ives

The sympos ium seeks to :

Showcase innovat i ve pract ices and scho la r l y in te rvent ions
re la ted to t rans fo rmat ion wi th in language and l i te ra ry s tud ies .
Fos te r c r i t i ca l d ia logue on the oppor tun i t ies , tens ions , and
l im i ta t ions of t rans fo rmat ion in academic ins t i tu t ions .
Encourage ref lect ion on pedagog ica l , research , and
ins t i tu t iona l p ract ices in contex t s of soc ia l change.
P romote co l laborat ion and in te l lec tua l exchange among
scho la r s work ing across languages , l i te ra tu res , and a l l ied
d i sc ip l i nes .

Key Themes

We welcome cont r ibut ions that engage wi th t rans fo rmat ion
broad ly . Poss ib le themes inc lude , but are not l im i ted to :

T rans fo rmat ion in Pedagogy and Didact ics
Research and Knowledge Product ion
Language , Soc ie ty , and Cu l tu re
Ins t i tu t iona l Cu l tu re and Trans fo rmat ion
Commun i t y Engagement and Pub l ic Scho la r sh ip



Format of Contr ibut ions

The sympos ium wi l l i nc lude forma l academic presentat ions ,
i nc lud ing work in progress and Creat i ve/Mu l t imoda l Per fo rmances
such as ar t i s t ic p resentat ions in the fo rm of poet r y , song , dance ,
o r o ther c reat i ve express ions engag ing wi th themes in h igher
educat ion , as we l l as showcases of innovat i ve pro jects .
P resentat ions (A l l ) : 20-minute presentat ion

Cont r ibut ions may engage theoret ica l , empi r ica l , pedagog ica l , o r
p ract ice-based perspect i ves .

Submiss ion Guidel ines

P lease submi t an abst ract of 200–300 words ind icat ing :
T i t le of the presentat ion
Type of presentat ion (Academic paper , e tc . )
Author ( s ) and ins t i tu t iona l af f i l ia t ion

Note : In keep ing wi th the in te rd i sc ip l i na ry scope of the sympos ium,
proposa l s f rom other depar tments o r un i t s of the Human i t ies
Facu l t y , and beyond , a re we lcome.

Submiss ions shou ld be sent to : s l lsymposium-group@uct .ac.za

Important Dates

• Abs t racts submiss ion dead l ine : Fr iday , 14 August 2026

• Not i f icat ion of acceptance : Fr iday , 4 September 2026

• We lcoming dr inks , open ing remarks by Prof . Jaya Raju , Deputy
Dean for Staf f ing and Trans fo rmat ion , and the unve i l i ng of SLL ' s
Va lues Statement , as par t of an in i t ia t i ve of the Human i t ies
T rans fo rmat ion Commit tee : Wednesday , 18 November 2026 ( 14h00)

• Sympos ium date : Thu rsday , 19 November 2026

s l lsyympposium-groupp@uct .ac.za

Fr idayy ,, 14 August 2026

Fr idayy ,, 4 Sepptember 2026



Key Quest ions for Ref lect ion

Whi le submiss ions are not l im i ted to these ques t ions , cont r ibu to r s
may cons ider :

What does t rans fo rmat ion look l i ke in the language and/or
l i te ra tu re c lass room?
What might a t rans fo rmed language or l i te ra tu re cur r icu lum
enta i l ?
How can the idea l of t rans fo rmat ion shape teach ing pract ices ,
teach ing mater ia l and d idact ic approaches?
How can the idea l of t rans fo rmat ion shape research agendas in
language and l i te ra ry s tud ies?
In what ways can t rans fo rmat ion in fo rm profess iona l p ract ice
and commun i t y engagement?
How might t rans fo rmat ion reshape ins t i tu t iona l cu l tu re and
academic co l laborat ion?

These ques t ions a im to ass i s t p resente r s to ident i f y p ract ices ,
p rocesses or act ions in the i r own f ie ld/ sphere and ref lect on
them.

The sympos ium wi l l be fo rma l l y opened wi th remarks by the Dean ,
Prof . Shose Kessi .

The keynote speaker i s A/Prof . Ramona Kunene Nicolas , Head of
the Schoo l of L i te ratu re , Language and Media at Wi t s Un i ve r s i t y .

Fo r more in fo rmat ion , p lease contact :
s l lsymposium-group@uct .ac.za

Note : P resente r s w i l l have the oppor tun i t y to deve lop the i r
p resentat ions in to fu l l chapters fo r inc lus ion in a DHET-accred i ted
pub l icat ion .

We look fo rward to rece iv ing your submiss ions .

S incere l y ,
Organ i s ing Commit tee (SLL T rans fo rmat ion Commit tee)
B ib i Bu rger , H leze Kun ju , Gesa S inger , Mara Boccacc io
& Kare l P la iche

s l lsyympposium-groupp@uct .ac.za


