
This seminar will focus on sources and methods in Professor
Soares’ historical anthropological research about religion
particularly Islam in West Africa. He will reflect on research in a
late analog/proto-digital era of in-depth field research when
digital tools became much more readily available and in the wake
of the media revolution and the current digital era with its
promises and constraints.
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Benjamin Soares, an anthropologist and scholar of Islam and
religious encounters in Africa, is Emeritus Professor of
religion at the University of Florida where he served as the
director of the Center for Global Islamic Studies. A former
editor of Africa (IAI, London), his publications include the
coedited volume, New Media and Religious Transformations in
Africa. 
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