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Requirements for Ethics Clearance for Post-Graduate Candidates



	Associate Professor Virginia MacKenny and Fabian Saptouw




Ethics: as an artist, art historian or art theoretician you will be expected to adhere to ethical research - that is a respectful moral code of conduct promoting integrity in research. 

To assist you in this at UCT download and familiarise yourself with the Humanities Ethics Guide which will guide you through the ethical issues you are expected to adhere to in academic study and research.
http://www.humanities.uct.ac.za/hum/research/ethics 

Ethical problems most often arise when candidates engage or use human, animal, biological or living matter as subjects/participants in a project. While many of these are more particular to the sciences, Fine Artists may use human subjects and sometimes animal or living matter in projects.

Irrespective of whether you do, or do not, use any of these categories in your project ALL candidates submitting their proposals for ethics clearance must submit the following:

1. Postgraduate Proposal 
2. Research Ethics: Student/Supervisor Joint Statement form filled in and signed by both student and supervisor.
3. UCT Proposal Approval Form to be signed by supervisor and Ethics Committee

If human subjects are part of the project the following additional documents need to be submitted: 

· Ethical Clearance for Research Involving Human Participants (see p63 of Humanities Ethics Guide)

· Information Sheet detailing project for participants (short) (see p61 for guidance as to the considerations that need to be included)
· Project specific participation/interview consent form (see sample p67 of Guide – can be adapted for specific needs)
· Example of interview questionnaire 

Candidates working with human subjects also need to indicate they have read the Global Code of Conduct adopted by UCT in 2019:  http://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/ which holds four values Fairness, Respect, Care and Honesty as integral to research. These values need to be evident in the submittal whether in the interview questionnaire, or project proposal itself.




Useful Information and Practical Advice for Ethics Submittal

You must read the relevant sections (some are for students, some for lecturing staff) in the Guide to Research Ethics Research with Human Participants. The document is long (76 pages) so it will be useful to familiarise yourselves with the Contents page first, to see what will be relevant for your research. 

You may download the guide here:
http://www.humanities.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/2/HumFaculty%20Ethics%20Guidebook%20August%20l%202016%281%29.pdf 


Many disciplines in the Humanities are covered in the Guide. The section on Fine Arts (p71) draws  attention to ethical concerns within the Fine Arts through references to a number of other ethics guides in the academic world. Following the links relevant to your area of research may alert you to things that you may not have considered:

 Association des illustrateurs et illustratrices du Québec (site in English)
Code of Ethics: http://www.illustrationquebec.com/sites/default/files/iq-code-ofethics.
pdf
· College Art Association (American)
Professional Practices for Artists:
http://www.collegeart.org/guidelines/practices.html
· A Code of Ethics for Art Historians and Guidelines for the Professional Practice of
Art History: http://www.collegeart.org/guidelines/histethics.html
· Curators’ Committee (American)
Curator’s Code of Ethics: http://www.curcom.org/ethics.php
· Forensic Art
Code of Ethics for Forensic Artists: http://www.forensicartist.com/IAI/ethics.html


In addition, in Appendix D (p61) there are two useful templates
i) Ethical Clearance for Research Involving Human Participants
ii) Sample Consent Form
 These forms can be adapted for your needs.


For submittal with your Proposal for Ethics Clearance you will need:

· Research Ethics: Student/Supervisor Joint Statement form: Please take into consideration the specifics of your work In the Student/Supervisor Joint Statement form. Please tick and respond to all points. Use N/A (not applicable) if a section is not relevant to you (do not simply leave it blank). 

Most sections of the form are easily responded to, but students should note that some areas need special consideration. It is these areas that are often glossed over in responses and the reason why forms are sent back for reworking. Please therefore pay special attention to Points 8 and 9 in the document if you are engaging human subjects.

Point 8: Confidentiality is particularly important. Candidates must either offer to provide protection from identification of participants and/or those participating need to be aware they are part of a visible public project i.e. an art exhibition, where identities may become apparent. Here the considerations of participant anonymity are not to be taken lightly. Clear language is useful here such as “participants will be given the option of anonymity or the utilisation of a pseudonym if they so choose”. If this is asserted, however, indications need to be given by the candidate as to how anonymity will be achieved, how information will be archived and who will have access to it. If interviews are to be recorded the candidate should indicate that the recordings will be kept confidential, and how this will be achieved. The candidate needs to be able to answer as to who will do the transcription of the recorded interview. If transcription is not done by the interviewer, considerations of how the anonymity of the respondents will be kept private from the transcriber, or, in the event that this is not possible, how the transcriber will be bound to honour the confidentiality of the process.

Candidates stating that there will be an analysis of data contained within interviews need to clarify what analytical methodology will be utilised. The training or capacities the candidate has in this regard need to be stated or the nature of assistance that will be sought or engaged outlined (for instance any psychological analysis would need to be done with a trained professional in the relevant field). 

Point 9 on the Ethics form needs consideration as to whether there is any potential harm to participants in answering the questionnaire. This must also be properly engaged – questionnaires around sexual identity or violence, for instance, may be triggering. Examples of Questionnaires need to be made available with the submittal to provide information in order for the Ethics committee to concur that indeed there is no danger for potential harm. 

Animal Ethics Code
As you will note the Humanities Guidebook does not deal with the ethics of research on animals, for which a separate university committee exists, specifically for the sciences. However, if in your artistic project you intend using animals the same level of care and respect for your subjects is expected. Please see: https://www.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/328/about/policies/Animal_Research_Ethics_Code_2012.pdf 


For further information on global ethical practice: http://www.researchsupport.uct.ac.za/resources-19 

Ethics Record number generation
Each application for ethics clearance will receive a number for the record.
 The departmental ethics committee assigns the number according to the following formulation:
Institution: UCT
Department: FIN
Year: 2020
Month: 03
Application #: 01 (this number is assigned to the applications in the order received/evaluated)
 for example: UCTFIN2020/03/01 

Make sure your number is recorded.
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