























Homer and occasionally in lyric poetry is the ending -¢v, e, . ..., _,
which has locatival, ablatival and instrumental function. This ending appears in
Myccnacan as -pi, with similar functions. There are also in Mycenaean certain
words in common use, which appear later in Homer only, or wlth changed mean-
ing elsewhere. We thmk at once of the usual word for *king’ in Mycenaean wa-na-
ka. In Homer &vak (still pronounced wanex) is one of the words for ‘king’ but in
later times it appears only in poetry, while the usual Greek word for *king’ is
BaoLreds. This word, too, is found on the tablets, in the form ga-si-re-w, but on
the tablets the ga-si-re-u is a minor official, and some scholars even refuse to
accept the identification of the word with later Baouie s, In passing, I may point
out that we have sufficient examples in language of the rise and fall in social status
of certain words (e.g. the marshall was originaily the servant who looked after the
horses; the English word ‘queen’ and the archaic ‘quean’ are cognates of the
ordinary Greek word for ‘woman’, yuv). Therefore the humble standing of the
ga-si-re-y need not be a stumbling block in the way of identification of this word
with Baguieds. The significance of the presence of these and other words in
Linear B and in Homer and rarely elsewhere, is that they were probably originally
in everyday use in the Mycenaean period, but were later restricted to poetry and
eventually passed out of use altogether.?

The decipherment of Linear B as Greek is particularly important for the light
it throws on the distribution of the Greek dialects in the pre-classical period. The
Greek themselves, as early as the time of the poet Hesiod,® had divided their
dialects into three main groups, Attic-lonic, Aeolic and Doric. To these, modern
scholarship added the Arcado-Cyprian group, which the ancients had grouped
with Aeclic. The Doric group has also been sub-divided into N.W, Greek and
Peloponnesian Doric. On the grounds of the distribution of the dialects in the
classical period, Paul Kretschmer® in the early years of the present century postu-
lated the idea that the Greeks had entered the Balkan peninsula in a series of
waves, each with its ready-made dialect, the Doric speakers being the last to come.
The new knowledge supplied by the decipherment of Linear B has caused many
scholars to abandon the “wave-theory”, retaining only the so-called Dorian
invasion as something sufficiently supported by tradition. Even the Dorian
invasion as the cause for the fall of the Mainland palaces has for some time been
doubted by many archaeologists, and recently Chadwick!? has put forward a
theory which, if correct, will finally lay the ghost of the Dorian invasion. His
theory, in brief, is that there could have been no Dorian invasion, because the
Dorians were already there, as the subservient class in the hierarchy of the Myce-
naean palaces. When the end came for these palaces, possibly as a result of an
attack fram anteida (reece, the Dorians would have risen and their dialect would

iversally used Mycenaean language in the Peloponnese.

1s been done on the dialect pattern of the second millennium
itionship of the Mycenaean dialect to the dialects of t  lassi-
iteresting to note that modern methods of dialect geugsaphy
o the study of the Greek dialects, and from the work of men
:h, it has become clear that many of the features distinguishing
ich other in the classical period were late innovations (e.g. the
long a tonin Attic-Ionic). The picture of a far more homoge-
sech in the second millennium than in the first is confirmed by
The tablets at Knossos, dating to c¢. 1400 B.C., and those at
d Thebes which belong to the 12th century, show very little
as differences in dialect. There are some minor differences in
s and Pylos, and even in the same palace some scribes use
n the rest, but on the whole the language of the tablets seems to
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