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Zandile:
Mmmm... icements. (She suceeds in her fantasy for one moment, but once again the sweet
becomes a stone, and she spits it out) Ag phu! Ngiyisilima kanti akunaswidi la it’s just a
stone!
Suddenly in her imagination she hears a little girl laughing at her. She turns around and
focusses her attention where the child is seated.
What are you laughing at wena? Uthini? I know it was just a stone. I am not stupid. And [ am
not talking to myself! Maybe you have lots of friends to play with, but I don’t... You also
don’t have anybody to play with? You can play with me. You could be my friend. What’s
your name? (Pause) Bongi - that’s a nice name.
Mina nginguZandile... I’'m so glad I found you Bongi, you are going to be my own friend
and you will play with me everyday when I come back from school.
Zandile enters in her new dress. She addresses the grandmother’s flowerbeds as if the
flowers are a class of children and she is the teacher. She has a small stick in her hand.
Zandile:
Ho ho ho ho! Good morning class! Good morning, Miss Zandile. And what was all that noise
I was hearing down the passage? Poor Miss Bongi could barely teach her Standard Twos. She
teaches Nature Study, you know, she’s very clever. But do you know what happens to
naughty children? The white car will come for you and you won’t even know it’s coming. It’s
going to be standing there and it will be too late to run. Nobody can hear you scream because
its engine makes such a loud noise. They’re going to take out your eyes and take you to a far
away place and nobody’s going to see you ever again (she pauses as if she is listening to
something) And what is that I’'m hearing... is that the white car? Ho ho ho ho! No, you are
lucky this time. But I’'m going to send you straight to the principal’s office and he is going to
give you this (she demonstrates a hiding with her stick).



