
An excerpt from The View by Philip Rademeyer 

BOY 4 

Question: Can you imagine the earth as astronauts must see it? In a way most of us will only see in 
pictures? A mosdy-blue orb 

suspended in a void of blackness, i deep, deep blackness that 

doesn't exist on earth itself, or in history books, or museums or memories, a blackness beyond, a 
blackness that stretches beyond the limits of our imagination ... Do you get a sense of it? Of the life 
on earth? The energy, the mobility, the buzzing, the whirring, the kinetics, the flow, the non-stop 
sense of go-go-go, do you see it from up there? Or do you just see the blackness enveloping it, the 
death of blackness, the threat of the vacuum, the threat of a broken seal ... 

(Pause.) 

Answer: You can see small pockets of light representing cities from up here, you can see the Great 
Wall of China from up here, you can see the Nile and the Amazon and the way they carve up their 
respective continents, you can see swirls of tropical-forest-green and Sahara-desert-tan and Pacific-

Ocean-blue from up here, but you can't really see life, you can't really see the day-to-day. So, looking 
down at the earth, ruined or not, it's as if we never existed. 

 


